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King honours Czech president, first lady 

AMMAN (Pena) — Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor on 
Sunday received ai their residence, Bab Ai Sal am, Czech President 
Vaclav Havel and Czech First Lady Dagmar. King Hussein conferred 
upon President Havel the A3 Hussein Ben Ali Medal and upon the first 
lady the AI Nahda Medal of the First Order, 
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King wishes Saudis well on national day 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein on 
Sunday sent a cable to Saudi King Fahd Ben Abdul 
Aziz congratulating him and the Saudi people, in his 
name and on behalf of the government and people of 
Jordan, on their national day. The King wished King 
Fahd good health and a happy life and the Saudis 
much more progress and development in various 
fields. 
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Arab League agrees to allow MENA 

amidst ongoing boycott 

Arab League decides to 
defy sanctions on Libya 



summit 


CAIRO (AFP) — Arab 
League foreign ministers 
Sunday reluctantly agreed 
to allow Arab attendance at 
a regional economic forum 
alongside Israel in Novem- 
ber in Qatar, at the end of a 
two-day conference here. 

But they also confirmed a 
freeze on ties with the Jew- 
ish state, which they 
accused of seeking to 
destroy the Middle East 
peace process. 

Saudi Foreign Minister 
Prince Saud AI Faisal, who 
chaired the 108th ministeri- 
al conference of the Arab 
League, said his country 
will continue to boycott the 
economic forum. 

“There is a general feel- 
ing among Arab countries 
that participation (in Qatar) 
will be linked to progress in 
the peace process,"’ Saudi 
Foreign Minister Saud al 
Faisal told a news confer- 
ence as the meeting wound 
up. 

The 22-member pan-Arab 
organisation, whose chief 


has threatened to boycott 
the forum over Israel’s 
hardline policies, effective- 
ly gave Qatar clearance to 
hold the economic confer- 
ence by allowing each 
country to make up its mind 
whether to attend. 

The decision came after 
Qatari Foreign Minister 
Hamad Ben Jassem Al 
Khalifa argued that his 
country, which will host the 
fourth Middle East and 
North Africa summit on 
Nov. 16-18. had an interna- 
tional commitment to host 
the summit 

The move crushed efforts 
by Syria to win a clear Arab 
commitment linking atten- 
dance at Qatar to progress 
in the peace process and 
came despite a passionate 
call by Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat for a boycott 

Syria, Lebanon, the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA), Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates 
have said they will boycott 
the conference. 


Said Kamal, Arab League 
deputy secretary general, 
told reporters: “We did not 
want to use the boycott card 
because we did not want to 
show that Arabs are 
opposed to economic coop- 
eration in the region.’’ 

“We wanted to give a 
chance to_the positive U.S. 
efforts to revive the Middle 
East peace process,” he 
said, 

Egyptian Foreign Minis- 
ter Amr Musa nevertheless 
cast doubt over Arab partic- 
ipation at Doha. 

“There is a general feel- 
ing that the Doha confer- 
ence should be held undeT 
appropriate circumstances. 
TTie situation now in the 
region is tense because of 
the Israeli policies and this 
is what puts into question 
the success of the confer- 
ence or attendance.” Mr. 
Musa said. 

The meeting also show- 
ered praise on U.S. 

(Continued on page 7) 


CAIRO (AFP) — Arab 
countries Sunday decided 
to defy- U.S.-led interna- 
tional sanctions imposed on 
Libya by allowing planes 
carrying Libyan leader 
Muammer Qadhafi to land 
on their territory and autho- 
rising other flights for 
humanitarian and religious 
purposes. 

The international com- 
munity has imposed an air 
embargo on Libya since 
1992 over its refusal to 
band over two suspects 
wanted in Britain and the 
United States in connection 
with the bombing of a Pan 
American plane over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, in 
19S8 which killed 270 peo- 
ple. 

“We invite Arab countries 
to take measures to allevi- 
ate the sanctions on Libya 
until a peaceful and just 


solution to the crisis can be 
found.” Arab League for- 
eign ministers said in a res- 
olution adopted at the end 
of a two-day meeting. 

It specifically urged 
members of the 22-strong 
pan-Arab organisation to 
allow flights carrying “the 
political leadership and 
official Libyan delegations 
participating in regional 
and international meetings' 1 
to land on their territory. 

This effectively means 
clearance for flights carry- 
ing Col. Qadhafi and his 
entourage, who have 
already defied the travel 
ban on several occasions. 

Arab countries were also 
allowed to authorise flights 
for “humanitarian reasons 
such as the transport of the 
ill and the dead and medi- 
cine as well as religious 
flights,” the resolution said. 


Israel eases closure slightly amidst Palestinian 
protest over banning call to prayer in Hebron 


PNA show prisoners 
to foreign media 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

ISRAEL EASED its clo- 
sure of the Palestinian self- 
rule territories Sunday to 
allow another 4.000 work- 
ers to reach jobs in Israel, 
an army spokesman said. 

The new quota, divided 
equally between the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank, dou- 
bled the number of Pales- 
tinian workers allowed to 
cross into Israel. 

The ea>ing of the closure 
was the third since a block- 
ade imposed after suicide 
bombings by Islamic mili- 
tants on July 30 and SepL 4 
that killed a total of 20 
Israelis. 

Before the dampdown. 
65,000 Palestinians had 


work permits for Israel, 
which says its policy of 
sealing off the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip is aimed at 
keeping out the militants. 

Also on Sunday Palestin- 
ian officials protested after 
the Israeli army prevented 
clerics at Hebron’s Ibrahimi 
Mosque from using loud- 
speakers to call the faithful 
to prayer during the Jewish 
Sabbath. 

Fauzi Al Khatib, the 
muezzin who issues calls 
for prayer at the mosque, 
said soldiers ordered him 
not to use loudspeakers Sat- 
urday “so it wouldn't both- 
er the Jewish settlers” who 
live in an enclave inside 
Hebron. 

It was the second week in 
a row that the army inter- 


vened to halt the traditional 
Muslim call to prayer dur- 
ing the Jewish Sabbath at 
Ibrahimi Mosque, which 
the Jews call the Cave of 
the Patriarchs and which is 
sacred to both religions. 

Sheikh Salah Natshe, the 
Palestinian official in 
charge of religious affairs 
in Hebron, protested the 
prohibition as “an attack on 
freedom of religion.” 

Rendering Islamists inno- 
cent at least on one charge, 
a right-wing Israeli who 
disappeared for three days 
last week and was feared 
abducted by Hamas con- 
fessed Sunday to staging 
his own kidnapping to 


(Continued on page 7) 


GAZA (R) — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat has 
opened his biggest jail to 
foreign media to show he is 
still holding Islamic mili- 
tants rounded up after a 
wave of bomb attacks that 
killed scores of Israelis 
more than one year ago. 

Journalists from Reuters 
were able to enter the cen- 
tral jail in self-ruled Gaza at 
the weekend and meet and 
film some of its 66 political 
inmates, living about eight 
to a room in a segregated 
section of the run-down 
prison. 


Prison staff and the 
detainees Lhemselves said 
most of the 66 were from 
the Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, which 
is violently opposed to the 
Palestine Liberation Organ- 
isation’s (PLO) peace deals 
with Israel. 

One of the inmates, Hus- 
sein Ashour, said he had 
been an administrative offi- 
cer in Qassam’s under- 
ground “secret cells” until 
his arrest in March 1996 
when Mr. Arafat’s police 

(Continued on page 7) 


Government, opposition charge each 
other for failure to launch dialogue 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The two- 
month dialogue aimed at 
persuading the opposition 
to retract its decision to 
boycott the upcoming par- 
liamentary elections has 
irrecoverably drowned in a 
bitter exchange of charges 
between the government 
and opposition parties. 

On the one hand, the gov- 
ernment has criticised 
opposition groups for not 
respecting the “ethics of 
dialogue” and democracy, 
by deciding to boycott the 
elections before even trying 
to open dialogue with the 
government. 

On the other hand, oppo- 
sition croups have rejected 
the prime minister's 
attempts to start a "collec- 
tive dialogue” with both pro 
and anti -boycott parties as a 
“diversionary tactic” aimed 
at avoiding direct con- 
frontation with the back- 
bone of the opposition 
gathered around the 
Islamists, and have accused 
the government of “bad 
faith" for imposing pre- 
conditions on the dialogue, 
refusing to discuss legisla- 
tion already in force. 

“They took a decision 
before giving dialogue a 
chance.’ "said Deputy Prime 


Minister Abdullah Ensour, 
who attended Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali’s 
meetings with political 
party representatives over 
the past weeks. 

Stressing that he did not 
want to indulge in 
“polemics." Dr. Ensour 
Sunday declined to “dilute 
[his] comments with broad- 
er considerations.” 

The deputy prime minis- 
ter was responding to a 
statement released yester- 
day by 10 opposition par- 
lies, the Union of Profes- 
sional Associations and 
nine representatives from 
two groups of independent 
personalities campaigning 
for a general boycott of the 
Nov. 4 elections. 

With six weeks to the 
elections and three to the 
start of candidates’ registra- 
tion, the statement declared 
the government “fully 
responsible for the failure 
of the dialogue,” and reject- 
ed the government’s offer 
of “pre-conditional dia- 
logue... because only an 
unconditional dialogue 
could help solve the current 
crisis and open the way for 
reforms.” 

"The government keeps 
saying that its doors are 
open for dialogue, but it 
does so only in order to 
attract the people who want 


to adhere to its views, using 
its monopoly on all media,” 
the statement added. 

“By opening a dialogue 
with all, and not the pro- 
boycott groups only, the 
government has placed 
itself above the people and 
the political parties,” the 
statement continued, 
adding that “this shows that 
the government is not seri- 
ous and has not given dia- 
logue a chance.” 

The statement listed the 
aims and objectives of the 
boycott as: 

— The establishment of a 
full parliamentary life, 
“with a Parliament exercis- 
ing its function of watching 
over the government and 
enacting laws in accor- 
dance with national inter- 
ests.” 

_The introduction of con- 
stitutional and political 
reforms, with particular ref- 
erence to the separation of 
the stare’s powers and the 
independence of the execu- 
tive, legislative and judicial 
authorities, the abolition of 
the current one-person, 
one-vote system and the 
institution of ”a central 
committee including vari- 
ous political party represen- 
tatives, prominent personal- 
ities, tiie head of the 
Supreme Court and judges” 
to supervise the elections. 


— The repeal of the peace 
treaty with Israel, as “the 
people now realise that the 
peace treaty has become the 
sole term of reference for 
the government... and a 
danger to Jordan.” 

— The organisation of a 
“national economic confer- 
ence to group all political 
parties and various institu- 
tions. in charge of address- 
ing various socio-economic 
issues and finding solutions 
to such problems as unem- 
ployment, poverty, and the 
increase in the prices of all 
commodities.” 

The statement criticised 
the Kingdom's current eco- 
nomic reform programme 
as “favouring minorities 
only, and greatly endanger- 
ing the national economy.” 
Reiterating that the boy- 
cott decision was taken “in 
defence of the people’s will 
and for the sake of ensuring 
an effective and sound par- 
liamentary life and protect- 
ing the nation's interests,” 
the statement maintained 
that the signatories were 
“seeking reforms through 
democratic means,” and 
that their demands were “in 
line with the Constitution.” 
The statement was signed 
by the Muslim Brother- 
hood, Al Ansar, the Islamic 

(Continued on page 7) 


Hamas 
spokesman 
in Amman 
released 

AMMAN (J.T.j — Hamas 
spokesman Ibrahim 

Ghosheh w'as released from 
detention Sunday evening, 
his eldest son Omar told 
the Jordan Times. 

“My father is tired 
because of his age, other- 
wise he is in fine health,” 
Omar said. Mr. Ghosheh is 
61 years old. 

On Saturday, Anas. Mr. 
Ghosheh’s other son told 
reporters that his father 
had been visited in prison 
by a team from the Interna- 
tional Committee of the 
Red Cross. 

Mr. Ghosheh has been 
detained since SepL 6, 24 
hours after he made a state- 
ment to Reuters Television 
in which he said that 
Hamas would carry on its 
armed struggle against 
Israel as long as Tel Aviv 
detained Palestinian pris- 
oners. 

Saturday, police stopped 
a group of activists from 
marching to Mr. Ghosheh’s 
bouse in demand of his 
release. 



Israeli border police check their g^ins before starting their duty in front of the 
house occupied by Jewish settlers in Ras Al-Amoud Sunday (Rueters photo) 


Palestinian claims he still 


owns east Jerusalem house 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Scuffles broke out 
Sunday when a Palestinian 
man who claimed to be the 
real owner of an east 
Jerusalem house occupied a 
week ago by Jewish militants 
tried to re-enter the building, 
witnesses said 

Fuad Hadieh pounded on 
the door to the compound in 
east Jerusalem's Ras AI 
Amuod neighbourhood but 
was pushed back by police 
guarding several Jewish reli- 
gious students who are acting 
as custodians of the building, 
they said 

Accompanied by Palestin- 
ian National Authority (PNA) 
officials, including Religious 
Affairs Minister Hassan Tah- 
boub, Mr. Hadieh said he had 
returned from a business trip 


to Europe to discover that his 
home had been occupied by 
Israelis a week ago. 

Three ultranationalist fami- 
lies moved into the house, 
using documents purporting 
to prove dial the property had 
been bought by Irving 
Moskowitz. a U.S. business- 
man who bankrolls Jewish 
settlement activities in 'east 
Jerusalem and other occupied 
areas. 

Mr. Moskowitz said he pur- 
chased die home legally from 
a Palestinian man who then 
reportedly moved to Roma- 
nia. 

But Mr. Hadieh said he had 
been in East Europe on a 
business trip and accused the 
settlers of forging the sale 
contract for the house. 

Mr. Hadieh told police he 


would file a formal complaint 
Monday challenging Mr. 
Moskowitz and charging the 
Israeli occupants of the house 
with trespassing. 

Documents presented by 
die settlers claim dial Mr. 
Hadieh sold the home to Mr. 
Moskowitz for about 
$250,000 and an apartment in 
New York City, Israel Radio 
reported. 

Israeli courts ruled in the 
1980s that Mr. Moskowitz 
had legally bought 1.5 
hectares (almost four acres) 
of land in lias Al Amuod, 
including the property upon 
which the house sits. Mr 
Moskowitz hopes to build 
some 70 homes for Jews on 


(Continued on page 7) 


Sunni activist killed as Lebanese 
security forces storm TV station 



Lebanese people inspect a damaged car outside a 
television station in Tripoli Sunday (Reuters photo) 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — A mem- 
ber of a Sunni Muslim group 
was shot dead and four oth- 
ers wounded when the secu- 
rity forces stormed the 
organisation’s radio and 
television station here Sun- 
day, police said. 

Seventy-four members of 
the Lebanese Movement for 
Islamic Unity (LMRJ) were 
arrested in the raid on a 
building in this northern city 
housing the group’s illegal 
broadcasting stations, police 
said. 

Two sons of LMJU leader 
Sheikh Said Shaabane were 
among those detained, 
police said. 

The radio station. Voice of 
Justice, and television sta- 
tion, The Crescent, have 
been banned under a contro- 
versial broadcasting law 
passed a year ago to control 
unlicensed radio and televi- 
sion outlets. 

Sheikh Shaabane had 
attempted to negotiate a deal 
with die authorities 
overnight which would have 
allowed the LMIU, which 
has close ties to Syria and 
Iran, to keep its radio station 
on the air. 

He said the security forces 
would have to “walk over 
his body” to shut down the 
broadcasting stations. 

More than 800 members 
of the security forces backed 
up by armoured vehicles 
surrounded the two build- 
ings housing the radio and 
TV stations late Saturday in 
Tripoli's Abu Samra neigh- 
bourhood. 

Police said they first fired 
in the air to try to disperse 
dozens of dub-wielding 
LMIU militants who threw 
stones at the security forces. 

The security forces said 
they stormed the radio and 
television station around 
6:00 a.m. and the operation 


was over an hour later. 

The operation was the first 
since the new media law was 
passed that the government 
of Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri has used force to try 
to close down a broadcaster. 

“What happened (in 
Tripoli) is not aimed at any 
particular faction. AH we 
want is to implement the 
decisions of the council of 
ministers” said Information 
Minister Bassem Sabeh. 

The September 1996 
broadcasting law was 
brought in to regulate 
Lebanon’s radio and televi- 
sion stations which mush- 
roomed during the 1975-90 
civil war. 

Critics of the legislation 
have accused the authorities 
of seeking to shut down 


opposition broadcasting sta- 
tions while allowing those 
owned by pro-Syrian mem- 
bers of the government to 
continue to operate. 

Syria has some 35,000 
troops in Lebanon and is the 
main powerbroker in the 
country. 

The Lebanese government 
in July tried to calm opposi- 
tion to the new law by grant- 
ing several extra licences, 
notably to the television sta- 
tion of the HizboJIuh move- 
ment, the Voice of Lebanon 
radio station of the Christian 
Phalange movement and the 
Voice of the People belong- 
ing to the Communist Panv. 

A total of six private tele- 
vision stations and 15 radio 
stations are now authorised 
under the broadcasting law. 
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Palestinians close to signing contracts to buy 


Jewish properties in west Jerusalem — Tibi 


Hizbollah leader warns Israel 
against hitting infrastructure 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — An adviser to 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat said on Sunday that 
Palestinian businessmen 
were close to signing con- 
tracts to buy at least three 
Jewish properties in west 
Jerusalem. 

Ahmad Tibi called the 
deals a reaction to Jews 
settling in Arab east 
Jerusalem, an area cap- 
tured by Israel in the 1967 
Middle East war and 
annexed to west 
Jerusalem. Palestinians 
want east Jerusalem as a 
future capital. * 

“One of these buildings ; 
consists of six floors and , 
is located in a very sensi- 
tive and well-known area 
in west Jerusalem owned 
by a right-wing Israeli," 
Mr. Tibi told Renters. 

Mr. Tibi, who declined 
to identify the Palestinian 
and Israeli businessmen or 
the three properties, said* 

“I was surprised to find 
out that now the number 
of Israelis selling their 
property in west 
Jerusalem is increasing. 

“I would like to know 
how Israelis will feel 
when they wake up one 
rooming and find the 
Palestinian flag raised oru 
buildings in the heart of 
west Jerusalem and hear 
Arabic music playing loud 
from those buildings," Mr. 
Tibi said. 

“I think the Israeli peo- 
ple will begin to question 
their actions and provoca- 
tions in east Jerusalem,” 
he said 

Last week Jewish set- 
tlers took over two build- 
ings in the Arab Ras A1 
Amoud neighbourhood of 
east Jerusalem, deepening 


a crisis in peacemaking 
between the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
and Israel. The settlers 
raised the Israeli flag over 
one of the buildings. 

Palestinians demanded 
the immediate eviction of 
the settlers and the PNA 
rejected a deal four days 
later between Israeli 
leader Benyamin 

Netanyahu and the settlers 
replacing the families who 
occupied the Arab proper- 
ty with Jewish students. 

PNA officials insisted 
peace deals signed with 
Israel since 1993 required 
both sides to refrain from 
taking unilateral acts that 
would preempt issues both 
sides agreed had yet to be 
negotiated such as 
Jerusalem. 

Israel insists that both 
sides of Jerusalem are its 
“united, eternal capital." 
Its annexation of east 
Jerusalem was not recog- 
nised internationally. 

Mr. Tibi and other PNA 
officials said Palestinians 
owned 70 per cent of 
property in west 
Jerusalem based on docu- 
ments, some of them pre- 
dating Israel’s establish- 
ment in 1948. 

“If the Israelis say they 
buy property in east 
Jerusalem and simply go 
and occupy houses there, 
then the Palestinians 
would be compelled to act 
in the same way. What 
would Israelis feel about 
that?" Mr. Tibi said. 

“The purchase of prop- 
erty in west Jerusalem will 
be speeded up now in 
response to Mr. 
Netanyahu’s settlement 
policies,” he said. 
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BEIRUT (AP) — The 
leader of Hizbollah Sunday 
warned Israel that his fight- 
ers will retaliate if Israel 
attacks Lebanon’s utilities. 

“I want to tell this enemy 
that bombing 
(Lebanon’s) infrastructure 
will be met with retalia- 
tion." Sheikh Hassan Nas- 
rallah, the secretary-general 
of Hizbollah, told a rally. 
“We will not keep quiet 
about the destruction of our 
country.” 

Israel jets hit an electric 
pylon in Lebanon in 
August, announcing that 
the move was “punish- 
ment" because die 
Lebanese Army had inter- 
vened in fighting in south- 
ern Lebanon. 

Israel had bombed an 
electrical station and water 
plant during it's “Grapes of 
Wrath" campaign in 
Lebanon in April 1996. 

Such attacks are especial- 
ly damaging because 
Lebanon is still rebuilding 


from its 1975.-90 civil war, 
which devastated the coun- 
try. 

Sheikh Nasrallah com- 
pared the Lebanese guerril- 
las to Palestinian fighters 
and said: *T want to tell 
them that we and our broth- 
ers in Palestine are also 
capable of bringing their 
entity to a stage where there 
is no tourism, no economy 
and no public utilities." 

Sheikh Nasrallah spoke at 
a rally held Sunday in 
Beirut’s southern suburbs 
to commemorate the death 
of his eldest son Hadi, 18, a 
week earlier. Hadi Nasral- 
lah and two comrades were 
killed in a clash with Israeli 
troops in south Lebanon. 

Tens of thousands of sup- 
porters who showed up for 
the ■ occasion frequently 
interrupted his speech with 
cries of “AU ah u Akbar," or 
“God is great," and “Death 
to Israel." 

Sheikh Nasrallah said 
while Israel owned “war- 


planes that can invade our 
skies, we own martyrs that 
can invade all their mar- 
kets, towns and settle- 
ments.'* 

Sheikh Nasrallah also, 
attacked the recent visit by 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright to the 
region, charging that it was 
meant to further Israel's 
goals. 

Sheikh Nasrallah said Ms. 
Albright’s characterisation 
of Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
as terrorist groups was a 
compliment 

“Such a testimony from 
this Jewish old hag is a trib- 
ute for Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad,” he said. 

Hizbollah has led the 
campaign to try to drive 
Israel out of the self-pro- 
claimed “security zone" it 
set up in southern Lebanon 
in 1985 to protect from 
cross-border attacks on its 
northern settlements. 
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Israeli delegation arrives 
in Doha for jurists’ meeting 



mm 


Samch Hadi eh is arrested by Israeli police after being prevented from entering his 
home in Ras A1 Amoud along with dozens of angry Palestinians on Sunday. Mr. 
Hadieh. a Palestinian man who lived in one of the buildings taken over by Jewish set- 
tlers in Arab East Jerusalem, tried to enter his borne insisting the settlers were squat- 
ters (Reuters photo) 


DOHA (AP) — A delega- 
tion of 20 Israeli judges, 
lawyers and legal experts 
arrived here Sunday to 
attend a World Jurists 
Association conference. 

The Israelis are hoping to 
meet with Qatari officials 
on the sidelines. 

“This is important to us. 
We will try to meet our 
brothers in Qatar," said 
Zakj Kamal, an Israeli 
Arab who is deputy head of 
the delegation. 


The delegation is headed 
by the former chief justice 
of Israel’s supreme court, 
Meir Shamgar. 

Qatar and Oman broke 
ranks with their Gulf 
neighbours and established 
trade ties with Israel in 
1995. 

But relations with the 
Jewish state have deterio- 
rated since the election in 
May 1996 of hard-line 
Israeli Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu. 


Qatar is hosting a confer- 
ence in November 
designed to promote 
Israeli-Arab economic 
cooperation. Most Arab 
states, with the exception 
of Oman, have threatened 
to boycott because of the 
lack of progress in peace 
talks between Israel and its 
Arab neighbours. 

The Israeli delegation to 
the jurists' conference is 
scheduled to return to 
Israel next Sunday. 


Egyptian president rules out 
pardon for convicted Israeli spy 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
Sunday said he will not par- 
don an Israeli who was sen- 
tenced to 15 years in jail 
with hard labour in August 
for spying for the Jewish 
state. 

“After everything they 
have done? How will I 
explain it to the Egyptian 
people and to the Egyptian 
judicial authorities?" Mr. 
Mubarak told reporters who 
asked him if he would con- 
sider pardoning Azzam 
Azzam. 

“I have not issued par- 
dons except for a collective 
pardon. Why should I par- 
don him specifically and 
not someone else,” Mr. 
Mubarak said. 

“If everyone like him 
committed the same crime 
was pardoned he could 
cany out another crime," 
Mr. Mubarak said. 

Azzam's brother, Sami, 


pleaded with Mr. Mubarak 
to free the accused and not 
let Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
hardline peace process poli- 
cies influence his decision. 

“We are requesting from 
the honourable President 
Mubarak who is a great 
man and has a big heart,” 
Sami Azzam told Israel 
Radio. “If there are prob- 
lems between the countries, 
Mr. Mubarak has com- 
plaints against the prime 
minister ... we are not 
responsible for this, the 
prime minister is. We are 
asking this honourable 
president to make a human- 
itarian gesture." 

Mr. Mubarak himself 
appeared to accuse the 
Israeli government, charg- 
ing that it “made many mis- 
takes and mishandled" the 
case of Azzam, an Israeli 
Drnze who was sentenced 
to 15 years in jail by an 


Egyptian state security 
court ou August 31 five 
months after his trial 
opened here. 

“They made many mis- 
takes. They acted arrogant- 
ly. They have to assume the 
responsibility,” Mr. 

Mubarak said. 

He charged that Azzam 
had “insulted the Egyptian 
judicial authorities." 

“Egypt’s justice system is 
one of the most honest and 
fair in the world,” Mr. 
Mubarak said. 

Earlier this month Mr. 
Mubarak refused to play 
postman for Mr. Netanyahu 
who sent the Egyptian 
leader a note in Hebrew to 
be passed on to Azzam. 

Mr. Mubarak, according 
to Egypt’s government 
press, returned the letter to 
Mr. Netanyahu who has 
pledged to do everything 
possible to seek Azzam's 
release. 


Two senior Israeli ministers make new push for 
creation of left-right national unity government 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Two 
senior Israeli ministers 
renewed calls over the 
weekend for the creation 
of a left-right national 
unity government to steer 
the country through the 
crisis in the peace process. 

Public Security Minister 
Avigdor Kahalani met 
with opposition Labour 
Party leader Ehud Barak 
Sunday to try to talk him 
into considering joining 
such a government along- 
side Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu of 
the right-wing Likud bloc. 

One of Mr. Netanyahu’s 
inner circle. Justice Minis- 
ter Tsahi Hanegbi, came 
out for the first time Satur- 
day in favour of a unity 
cabinet, saying achieve- 
ment of a broad national 
consensus was “a necessi- 


ty” to get through the cur- 
rent crisis. 

Following his talks with 
Mr. Kahalani, Mr. Barak 
said there would have to 
be “a radical change in 
policy" on the part of Mr. 
Netanyahu . before a 
national unity government 
could be possible. 

But Mr. Kahalani was 
not dissuaded, telling 
reporters that the contacts 
with Labour were only 
beginning. 

Uzi Baram. a close 
Labour ally of Mr. Barak 
who had previously been 
staunchly opposed to a 
national unity govern- 
ment, also eased his posi- 
tion last week, saying such 
an option could be consid- 
ered under the right cir- 
cumstances. 

The idea of a national 


unity government has 
been floated repeatedly 
since Mr. Netanyahu came 
to power last year at the 
head of a coalition of 
right-wing and religious 
parties pledging to slow 
down the Israeli-Arab 
peace process in order to 
better guarantee Israel's 
security interests. 

Since the elections, rela- 
tions with Arab states and 
the Palestinians have dete- 
riorated steadily, plunging 
into full crisis in March 
when Mr. Netanyahu 
ordered construction of a 
major new Jewish housing 
project on disputed land in 
the occupied Jerusalem. 

The crisis has prevented 
the start of so-called final 
status negotiations which 
are to tackle the core 
Israeli-Palestinian issues 


of the eventual creation of 
a Palestinian state, its bor- 
ders, the future of 

Jerusalem and the fate of 
Jewish settlements in 

occupied areas. 

Several months ago for- 
mer Labour leader Shimon 
Peres and Likud’s Ariel 
Sharon launched an initia- 
tive for a national unity 
government, but it was 
largely dismissed as an 
attempt by both to salvage 
their personal political 
careers. 

Following a spate of 
new terrorist bombings in 
Jerusalem which led Mr. 
Netanyahu to suspend 
application of peace 
agreements already signed 
with the Palestinians, the 
idea resurfaced and the 
presence of Hanegbi in the 
National Unity Camp lent 


credibility to the effort. 

The religious party Shas, 
which accounts for 10 of 
the Netanyahu coalition’s 
67-seat majority in the 
120-member parliament, 
has also come out in 
favour of a unity govern- 
ment. 

Despite his tough han- 
dling of the Palestinian 
crisis and his refusal to 
budge on the central issue 
of settlements, Mr. 
Netanyahu has in recent 
months moved closer to 
Labour on the ideological 
front by acknowledging 
the necessity of giving up 
territory to obrain a per- 
manent peace accord with 
the Palestinians. 


TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
14:10—A Show With the Mouse 
14:30.Cowboys of the Moo Mesa 

15:00 Gillette Sports Special 

15:30 -Deep Water Haven 

16:00 -Animal Show 

16:30 Ocean Gill 

17:15 ■ French Programmes 

19i00 ..... News in French 

1 9: 1 5 French prog r a mm e 

19:30 - -.News Headline 

19£5 — .Neighbours 

20KW ....Comedy — Murphy 
Brown 

2<h30 Babylon 5 

21:10 Highlander 

22:00 News in English 

22:35 Emergency Room 

23:15 — .Homicide 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:01 Fajr 

05:19 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:28 Dhuhr 

14:56 - ‘Asr 

17:38 Maghreb 

18:56. — ‘Isha 


TeL 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sanda Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church TeL 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeL 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 771751 . 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
TeL 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical -Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 811295 
English-speaking ■. 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 
614190. , 


moderate and seas calm. 


MinTMax. temp. 

Amman..- - 1 7/30 

Aqaba. -....24/37 

Deserts.- — — 16/33 

Jordan Valley - -22/35 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Salah Safarini 987565 

Khali f eh pharmacy 985417 


HOSPITALS 


EMERGENCIES 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 32. Aqaba 36 Humidity 
readings: Amman 26 per cent, 
Aqaba 38 percent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


CHURCHES 


St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Ammnication 


Bulletin • supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to drop 
slightly with clouds appearing at 
different altitudes and winds 
northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhles Mazahrah — 820425 

Dr. WisamHzayyin 748563 

Dr. MuntherAIKhatib ...839868 
Dr. Abdul Hadi Thyyim 620115 

Firas pharmacy .661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ..........778336 

A1 Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

A ] Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 6+4945 

Shmeisani pharmacy -.637660 

Najib pharmacy - 847632 


DIB ID: 

Dr. Ghazi Th'amneh -...250080 
A1 Quds pharmacy ( — ) 


Food Control Centre. -637111 

Civil Defence Dcpartmant — 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

Rescue Police — 192, 621111,637777 

Fire Brigade- .617101 

Blood Bank .775121 

Highway Police. 843402 

Traffic Police . 896390 

Public Security DepL — 630321 

Hole! Complaints. 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Seirerage ConpbHE J&1A6J 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

.7871)1 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs — 623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television — .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan ..... — — 77411 1 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority — 8 15615 

Electric Power Co 636381 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia 1ml. Airport 08-53200 


AMMAN: 

LuzmOa 630195 

Hussein Medial Genre 813813/32 

Khali di Maternity. 644281/6 

Aldteh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity -.642362 

Malhas, J. Amman. 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasher Hospital —667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

AI-Ahli, Abdali.- .664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

Al-Bashie -.775111/26 

Army, Marka - 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital -602240/50 

Aroal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Suigery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

-(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina HospitaL.... (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Carbolic Hospital 

- (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 


..-(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 


02i30 — Jakarta. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
02:55 ....Kuala Lumpur (add) (RJ) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian { RJ ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(08)55200-5, where . it should 
always be verified- Information on 
other flights am be supplied on 
phone OS (52700). 


Other Flights 

12:45 Khartoum (SD) 

13:10 — Muscat, Bahrain (GF) 

14:05 Vienna (OS) 

15:50 Doha (QR) 

1&50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

19:15 .Dubai (EK) 

20:10 — -Paris, Damascus (AF) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:15 — .Cairo (MS) 

22:30 Athens (OA) 

(XH20 ...Amsterdam. Damascus (KL) 


12:35 - Frankfurt (RJ) 

16:15 Cairo (RJ) 

21:05 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

21:45 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

22:00 .....AJ'Ain, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

22:59 Damascus (RJ) 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:05 — — Damascus (RJ) 

07:05 Sanaa (RJ) 

08:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:45 .New Delhi (RJ) 

0!fc20 — JTubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:25 Beirut (RJ) 

1420 ....... — Kuwait (RJ) 

16i30 London (RJ) 

16:40 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:00 Bangkok (RJ) 

18:30.-.. .-Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

20:00 Cairo (RJ) 

20:10 — — . — Milan (RJ) 

02:15 _ Jakarta. Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ 1 


Royal Wmgs (RW) 

06:05 Tel Aviv (RW) 

07:25 — Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
08:15 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

09:50 Aqaba (RW) 

11:10 -....Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
12:00 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

21:20 Aqaba (RW) 

22:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW/ 


Other Flights J 

05:15 Istanbul (TK) 

07:45 Beirut (ME) 

08:10 London (BAI 

14:00 - Khartoum (GF) 

14:50 Vienna (OS) 

16:50 Doha(QR) 

20:10 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:15 ...-Cairo (MS) 

22:55 -Damascus, Paris (AP 

01:30 Amsterdam (KL) 

03:00 —Athens (0A) 

05:00- ..—Damascus (W) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05:45 Beirut (RJ) 

09:00 — Kuwait (RJ/ 

11:10 Milan (RJ) 

11:20 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 
12:25 London (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) 

05:30 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

06:50 TUAvivfRW) 

07:55 ...- Amm an (QAIA) 1^ 
08:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

1020 Aqaba (RW) 

11:40 Amman (QAIA) 0^ 

20i30 -Amman (QAIA) 

21:50 Aqaba (F^ | 
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Workshop calls for creation of women's 
shelters for protection from violence 


PRIME MINISTER RECEIVES SOUTH AFRICAN OFFICIAL: Prime Minister 
and Minister of Defence Abdul Salam Majali Sunday receives Chief of the South 
African Defence Force George Meiring and South African Ambassador Henry 
Benny Nato De Bruyn, and discusses bilateral relations and issues of common con- 
cern. General Meiring earlier talked with Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Field Marshal Abdul Hafez Mirai Kaabneh (Petra photo) 


Preparations underway for 
Jordanian-Libyan committee 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordanian-Libyan Higher 
Joint Committee will con- 
vene in Libya next month 
ro discuss cooperation in 
economic, social, cultural, 
industrial, and other impor- 
tant fields. Ministry of 
Industry and Trade and 
Supply Secretary General 
Mohammad Bani Haiti 
announced Sunday. 

After a preparatory meet- 
ing, Dr. Bani Hani said 
establishing a direet mar- 
itime line between Aqaba 
and Libyan pons and send- 
ing Jordanian teachers to 
work in Libyan schools will 
be among the main topics 
of discussion. 

The joint com mi nee, 
which will be co-chaired by 
the two prime ministers, is 
also scheduled to discuss 
the prospects of coopera- 
tion in the fieliis gf agricul- 
ture. tourism, -joint.- invest 
ment projects, investment- 
protection, telecommunica- 
tions, and the registration 


of Jordanian-made drugs 
and their marketing in 
Libya, as well as providing 
medical treatment for 
Libyan nationals in Jordan- 
ian hospitals, according to 
Dr. Bani Hani. 

The preparatory commit- 
tee comprises representa- 
tives of the ministries of 
interior, tourism, culture, 
education, health, and agri- 
culture, he stated. 

A meeting at the level of 
ministers and technicians to 
prepare for the joint com- 
mittee meeting is due to be 
held in Amman on Sept. 24 
and will be co-chaired by 
Minister of Industry and 
Trade and Supply Hani 
MulJti and his Libyan coun- 
terpart. he said. 

According to Dr. Bani 
Hani. trade is now at a low 
level, with the balance in 
favour of Libya, but. Jordan 
will seek, to increase,, the... 
volume of its national 
exports. 

In the fust six months of 


this year, Jordan exported 
JD3 million K)f products to 
Libya and imported JD4 
million worth of Libyan 
goods. 

Last year, Jordan’s 
exports ro Libya amounted 
to JDS.5 million and 
imports of Libyan products 
were worth JDS million. 

Charge d’ Affaires at the 
Libyan embassy Sadeq 
Saleh said the leaderships 
of the two nations are keen 
on promoting relations in 
economic, political, and 
social fields. 

The envoy said the two 
countries are determined to 
promote relations among 
Arab and Islamic countries 
for the purpose of pooling 
national resources to face 
common challenges. 

He also ^ announced 
Libya’s readiness to offer 
Jordanian .students^ higher^ 
education in its 16" 
universities, which boast 77 
different faculties. 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Government 
officials, security authori- 
ties, and non-governmental 
organisations heard calls 
from various social sectors 
to work toward the creation 
of women's shelters as an 
alternative to prison during 
a one-day workshop on 
“Women Imprisoned to 
Protect Their Lives.” 

Many women are forced 
to serve indefinite terms in 
the Kingdom’s correctional 
facilities for what the state 
terms “administrative 
detention.” but what is in 
actuality protection from 
being killed by family 
members. 

Minister of Social Devel- 
opment Mohammad 

Mamser, in his opening 
speech, said the ministry is 
working on a project to 
establish a women’s shelter 
centre to host women who 
have finished their prison 
term and have no place to 
go. 

Dr. Mamser said the shel- 
ter will work to rehabilitate 
these women so that they be 
independent. 

Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) Director Lieu- 


tenant General Nasouh 
Moheiddin, who also 
addressed the gathering, 
said his department was 
working on a similar pro- 
ject for women whose lives 
are threatened or are sub- 
jected to domestic violence. 

“The last two decades 
have witnessed an increase 
in violence, mainly in the 
numbers of crimes commit- 
ted in the name of honour, 
which stems from -the cul- 
tural values and beliefs that 
dominate our social con- 
duct,” the police chief said 

He also said the new cen- 
tre, which will be construct- 
ed next to Jewideh Correc- 
tional and Rehabilitation 
Centre at a cost of approxi- 
mately JD2 million, will 
“hopefully offer an alterna- 
tive for women victims of 
family violence who are 
kept at tiie police correc- 
tional centres.” 

“Most women at our cen- 
tres suffer from psychologi- 
cal and social pressures, 
and feel humiliated and 
frustrated because they are 
kept with women who com- 
mitted crimes, and this 
reflects negatively on their 
behaviour,” he explained. 

Haifa Abu Ghazaleh, 
president of the Human 


Minister reviews 
election preparations 


Seminar examines NGO principles 
in light of proposed EU assistance 


By Hasher Majoka 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The European 
volunteer group 

Prometheus-Europe Sun- 
day ended a two-day semi- 
nar on establishing and effi- 
ciently managing non-gov- 
ernmental organisations 

(NGOs). with the goal of 
preparing Jordanian organi- 
sations for future European 
Union (EU) cooperation. 

The seminar covered a 
wide range of topics, 
including the founding 
principles of such organisa- 
tions with a special empha- 
sis on transparency and 
efficiency. managing 

human resources, and start- 
ing and developing local, 
regional, and global part- 
nerships. 

“Prometheus-Europe is a 
non-profit association, 

entirely composed of and 
led by volunteers with 43 
branches worldwide," said 
Frank Biancheri. the presi- 
dent of the organisation. 

The organisation focuses 
on regional integration and 
ini ns -national cooperation 
in such fields as education. 


urban development, and 
environmental awareness, 
he said. 

Mr. Biancheri said the 
current series of seminars 
being held in Amman and 
other Mediterranean capi- 
tals are in view of the Euro- 
Mediterranean Partnership 
Programme. 

This programme, which 
groups together 15 EU 
member states and 12 coun- 
tries of the southern 
Mediterranean basin, 
stretching from Turkey to 
Morocco, seeks to create a 
giant free-trade area com- 
prising the current EU and 
these Mediterranean states 
by 2010, he said. 

For this purpose, the EU 
has earmarked S5.4 billion 
for the next five years in 
development assistance to 
these countries, starting last 
year, he said. 

Jordan is in the process of 
signing an agreement with 
the EU that would enable it 
to receive aid under this 
programme, he added. 

He pointed out that of the 
total amount, approximate- 
ly S300-400 million are to 
be spent on "decentralised 


cooperation,” i.e., to be 
given out by the NGOs 
rather than governmental 
organisations. 

He said his group is try- 
ing to ensure transparency 
and efficiency in this regard 
in two ways. First, they are 
widely distributing infor- 
mation about the existence 
of such aid from EU. Sec- 
ond, they intend to monitor 
and understand the impact 
of this aid on the communi- 
ty development and thus 
help tailor future aid pro- 
jects accordingly. 

“Our main objective is 
the strengthening and 

development of the 

Mediterranean civil society, 
which is indispensable for 
the emergence of real 
democracy and improve- 
ment in Euro-Mediter- 
ranean relations," Mr. 

Biancheri said. 

The NGOs and other 

trans-national actors can 
play a leading role in this 
regard and that is why 
Prometheus-Europe is 
organising local seminars 
on the successful establish- 
ment and management of 
NGOs. he concluded. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of Interior Nathir Rashid Sun- 
day chaired a meeting attend- 
ed by the district governors of 
the ’ Kingdom io review 
preparations for the 1997 
general elections, scheduled 
to take place Nov. 4. 

A statement after the meet- 
ing said the participants dis- 
cussed facilities for allowing 
citizens to obtain the voting 
cards that are a prerequisite 
for voting. 

— During the meeting, Mr. 
Rashid said it is of paramount 
importance to see closer 
cooperation between the 
Ministry of Interior and the 
district governors on the one 
hand, and the other public and 
government institutions on 
the other to ensure the success 
of the upcoming elections. 

He also stressed the need 
for the governors to set up 
voting centres within reach of 


the rural population, adding 
that the ministry has made 
plans to provide the necessary 
number of officials to take 
charge of the voting proce- 
dures in the govemorares. 

Meanwhile, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Sunday 
reported that the Jordanian 
Socialist Baath Party has 
decided to take part in the 
elections. 

A party statement said that 
the decision was made 
because the party members 
wish to follow the course of 
democracy and hope to reach 
Parliament, which the party 
considers the constitutional 
platform. 

The statement urged all eli- 
gible citizens to take part in 
the elections and choose the 
persons most capable of 
shouldering their responsibil- 
ities to the nation. 


Conference to address 
implications of EU- 
Jordanian partnership 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILM 

* "Milou en Mai" at the 
French Cultural Centre. Jabal 
Weibdeh. at S:30 p.m. 

LECTURE 

* Israel and the Arab Nation- 
al Security" (in Arabic) by 
Dr. Ahmad Abdul Rahman of 
Egypt at Abdul Hameed 
Shuman Foundation. Jaba! 
Amman at 6:30 p.m. 

CHINESE FILM FESTIVAL 

* "Divorce" (which commen- 
tary in Arabic | at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at SKX) p.m. 

DA RAT AL FININ' SUM- 
MER k 97 FESTIVAL 

* Graphics by Rata Nasin of 
Iraq. Ziad Dalloul of Syria, 
and Najia Mehadji at the 


South Hall. 

* Paintings by Jordanian 
artist Mohammad Qailoka at 
the Middle Hall. 

* Sculpture, drawings, and 
paintings by Jordanian artist 
Rajwa Ali. 

* Works by contemporary 
Arab artists ai the Blue 
House. 

* Paintings by children of 
Zarqa reflecting on the prob- 
lem of pollution at the 
Byzantine church. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by Khlicf Mahmoud 
Khiicf at Hamourabi Art 
Gallerv. Gardens Street, until 
Oct. 2 tTel. 5536098). 

* Works by Syrian artist Dr. 
Faich Moudarres at Baiadna 
An Gallery. Gardens Street. 


until Sept. 25 (Tel. 5537598). 

* Exhibition of photographs 
about the life of Chilean poet 
Pablo Neruda at Institute 
Cervantes, Jabal Amman 
until SepL 23. 

* Works by Darleen Wilicer- 
son entitled “Arab Madinas 
in Batik" at the Jordan Crafts 
Development Centre (AJ 
Aydi), Jabal Amman, Second 
Circle, until Sept. 25 (Tel. 
644555). 

* Paintings exhibition enti- 
tled “La Radioactivite' " at 
the French Cultural Centre, 
until SepL 30. 

* Paintings by Palestinian 
artists entitled "Palestine the 
Reality and the Dream" at the 

Jordan National Gallery of 
Fine Arts, until Ocl 2 (except 
Tuesdays). 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In anticipation of 
the pending si gnin g of the 
Euro-Mediterranean Partner- 
ship Agreement between Jor- 
dan and the European Union 
(EU), a conference addressing 
the agreement’s dimensions 
and its potential impact on Jor- 
dan opens today at the Amman 
Chamber of Industry ( ACT). 

The two-day conference, 
hosted by the ACI and the Kon- 
rad Adenauer Foundation, will 
feature a lecture on Europe’s 
perspective of the agreement’s 
implications for Jordan by 
Tanja Friedrichs, a European 
Commission expert on 
Europe's commercial trade 
policy and trade in services. 

Today’s sessions will include 
discussions cm the partner- 
ship's implications for Jordan 
and Jordanian-European trade 
relations and the Euro-Mediter- 
a mean free-trade area, and will 
cover each topic from both Jor- 
danian and European perspec- 
tives. 

Speakers will include Min- 
istry of Planning Secretary 
General Nabil Amari, Director 
of Technical Support Unit at 
the Ministry of Planning Yusuf 
Mansour, Ministry of Supply 
Secretary General Mohammad 
SmadL and Head of the Euro- 
pean Commission Delegation 
to Amman Yves Gazzo, who 
have all been active in negotiat- 
ing the terms of the association 
agreement expected to be 
signed within the next two 
months. The agreement will be 
effective as of Jan. 1, 1999. 

The signing was expected 
more than a year ago. but was 


only initialled in April on the 
sidelines of the Euro-Mediter- 
ranean Conference in Malta. 
Disagreement over issues such 
as intellectual property rights 
forced the two sides to post- 
pone the agreement far several 
months, and, more recently, a 
protest from Spain ova- Jor- 
dan's tomato paste export 
quota caused a further delay. 

A number of representatives 
from the country’s industrial, 
banking, and service sectors 
wiU also address particular Jor- 
danian concerns about the 
agreement, which many say 
could put some of Jordan’s 
industries, particularly its 
multi-million dinar pharma- 
ceutical industry, at a short- 
term disadvantage on 
international markets. Still oth- 
ers have contended that signing 
ihe agreement is a “political 
signal” to the World Bank and 
circumvents any real benefits 
toJordan. 

Proponenis of the agreement 
contend that it will ferililate 
Ionian’s bid for membership in 
ihe World Trade Organisation 
and that it will encourage more 
direct European investment in 
the Kingdom, provide substan- 
tially better access to EU mar- 
kets for agricultural and indus- 
trial products, and facilitate 
technology transfer. 

The conference opens with 
remarks from Deputy Prime 
Minister of Development 
Affairs Jawad Anani, Mr. 
Gazzo. Minister of Industry 
and Trade Hani Mulki. Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation Resident 
Representative Olaf Koend- 
gen, German Ambassador 
Peter Mende, and ACI Chair- 
man Khaldoun Abu Hassan. 


Rights Forum for Women's 
Rights, presented a similar 
project for a women’s shel- 
ter, stating that efforts are 
being exerted with the PSD 
and the Ministry of Social 
Development to unify the 
suggested proposals and 
obtain funding. 

“Our aim is to protect 
women by transferring 
them from the prisons to the 
shelter, which will be a dif- 
ferent and new hope for 
them,” she added. 

According to Lieut Col. 
Bashir Belbeisi of the PSD, 
who conducted a study on 
25 women imprisoned to 
protect their lives, “if these 
women are released from 
detention, their destiny is to 
be killed by a family mem- 
ber” 

He said the study revealed 
that the highest percentage 
of this number were mar- 
ried women aged between 
19 and 27, with poor educa- 
tion and living conditions. 

"It is unfair for these 
women to be detained at 
our centres because they are 
not getting an opportunity 
in life and are mixing with 
convicts, and we have to 
find an alternative for 
them,” he said. 

Police records of the past 


12 years show that crimes 
of honour have ranked 
highest among all murders 
committed in Jordan. On 
average, 25 women are 
killed each year in the 
Kingdom in the name of 
honour. 

A study conducted by the 
PSD in 1994 indicated that 
there were 4,962 domestic 
violence cases against 
women registered with the 
police during 1991 and 
1992. 

UNICEF area representa- 
tive Dorrit Alopraeus-Stabl 
said “we must act now to 
try to ensure women’s 
rights and to provide them 
with the "appropriate envi- 
ronment, which is one of 
our organisation's aims.” 

“Today’s girls are the 
women of tomorrow, and if 
you turn a blind eye to the 
plight of women, because 
they are women, you turn a 
blind eye to the future of 
the girls,” Ms. Alopaeus- 
Stahl told the participants. 

In Jordan, she maintained, 
30 per cent of all murder 
cases are “labelled crimes 
of honour and most life sto- 
ries of the battered wife go 
on for years and decades, 
with no recourse for the 
women.” 


Ina’am Asha, from the 
Ministry of Social Devel- 
opment, presented a paper 
explaining the ministry’s 
role in caring for and reha- 
bilitating women at their 
centres. 

Ms. Asha said the min- 
istry this year has helped 34 
women in the Jewideh and 
Qafqafa correctional and 
rehabilitation centres by 
appointing attorneys, 

arranging marriages, and 
offering financial support 
and medical services.. 

Judge Mohammad 

Tarawneh. from the Court 
of First Instance, pointed to 
the civil and penal laws, 
which he said still favour 
men. 

In his paper on the legal 
aspects of detaining 
women, Mr. Tarawneh said 
the current legislation, writ- 
ten 37 years ago, cannor 
cope with the rapid 
advancement of the modem 
world. 

The event was organised 
by the PSD. the Human 
Rights Forum for Women’s 
Rights, and the Ministry of 
Social Development, and 
was supported by UNICEF. 


Grant money used to reduce 
ozone-harmful emissions 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
has received a total of S8 
million to date from a gen- 
eral fund created at a 1987 
international conference, 
which has helped local 
industries replace ozone- 
harmful substances with 
environmentally sounder 
materials in their manufac- 
turing processes. Minister 
of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Tawfiq Kreishan 
announced Sunday. 

During the opening ses- 
sion of a meeting organised 
by the General Corporation 
for Environmental Protec- 
tion (GCEP) to discuss 
measures to protect the 
ozone layer, Mr. Kreishan 
said at least 20 industrial 
businesses have already 
benefited from the grants 
and others are in the 
process of receiving aid. 

The fund was established 
to help countries implement 
necessary modifications in 


their production processes. 

According to the Montre- 
al Protocol, which estab- 
lished the fund, certain 
chemicals, such as chloro- 
fluorocarbons, create aper- 
tures in the ozone layer, a 
gas layer that protects the 
earth from dangerous levels 
of ultraviolet rays. 

Mr. Kreishan said Jordan- 
ian companies ; have 
become aware of the need 
to substitute ozone-harmful 
substances with similar, but 
friendlier materials. 

Beginning next month, 
the Mithyeb Haddad' firm 
and the Qola Ghasi compa- 
ny, both of which engage in 
the production of sponge 
and other ozone-harmful 
substances, will begin sub- 
stitutions and next year a 
local firm that will manu- 
facture refrigerators is to 
follow suit and use ozone- 
friendly substances. 

Jordan is among 160 of 
the nations that signed the 


Montreal protocol now tak- 
ing measures to substitute 
the ozone-harmful sub- 
stances. 

Chemical substances used 
in refrigeration and air con- 
ditioning have been found 
to be detrimental to the pro- 
tective atmosphere layer, 
_and Jordan has been 
requesting aid to finance 
- safer substances, the minis- 
ter added. 

Abdul Wahab Zoubi. 
director general of the Jor- 
dan Petroleum Refinery 
Company, stated that the 
company Is committed to 
substituting safer materials 
in the refinery process. 

The refinery is now build- 
ing a factory, expected to be 
completed by the end of 
1997, for the production of 
a new, safer gas at the over- 
all cost of $1 million, with 
World Bank assistance of 
$805,000, he added. 


Science week ends with 
recommendations for economy 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Bringing 
together local and 
international experts ro dis- 
cuss various national issues 
and devise recommenda- 
tions to strengthen the 
economy was the major 
goal behind the Fifth Sci- 
ence Week, said Said 
Alloush, president of the 
Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) in his closing speech 
Saturday. 

The week focused on the 
areas of enhancing Jordan- 
ian competitiveness, pro- 
moting quality, increasing 
productivity, and introduc- 
ing transparency and 
accountability. 

The activities included a 
visit to Sahab Industrial 
City to show the visitors 
the industrial sites of the 
country and Jordan's 
achievements, along with 
the difficulties and chal- 
lenges it faces and the 
means of overcoming 
them. Dr. Alloush said in 
his speech. 

A national work pro- 
gramme was introduced 
comprising the following 
fields of action: 

1. Legislation, including: 
-the acceleration of a law 
of competitiveness and 
prevention of monopolisa- 
tion, 

-the acceleration of a law 
of protection of intellectual 
property rights, 

-the modernisation of the 
civil service to strengthen 
transparency, quality, and 


accountability in govern- 
mental services, and 

-the introduction of a 
transparency charter to 
strengthen behaviour in 
society. 

2. Organisation arrange- 
ments, including: 

-establishing an industrial 
policy unit, 

-establishing a creativity 
and invention unit, 

-establishing sector work 
groups, 

-establishing a Jordanian 
transparency society, and 

-creating an intensive 
system including an annual 
prize entitled "Hie Jordan- 
ian Excellence Prize.” 

3. Development of 
human resources, including 
university programmes 
relevant to the labour mar- 
ket, upgrading workers’ 
competence, and develop- 
ing training programmes. 

4. Research, including 
the provision of supporting 
financial facilities and sci- 
entific centres. 

5. Presenting policies that 
provide strategies to refine 
governmental achieve- 
ments and draw major 
goals annually. 

6. User-friendly informa- 
tion centres that provide 
national information relat- 
ed to laws and legislation. 

The Fifth Scientific 
Week, entitled “Enhancing 
Jordanian Competitive- 
ness, Quality, Productivity, 
Transparency, and 

Accountability," opened 
last Monday under the 
patronage of HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan. 


The Crown Prince, in his 
opening speech, said “we 
are living in a world that is 
increasingly -shrinking. 
Globalism is a reality that 
no one can ignore." 

“We have gone a consid- 
erable way in integrating 
our economy into the glob- 
al economy,” he added. 

Jordan has already ini- 
tialled an association 
agreement with the Euro- 
pean Union, which pro- 
vides substantial opportu- 
nities for economic, cultur- 
al, and political coopera- 
tion with 26 European and 
Mediterranean countries, 
he said in a speech deliv- 
ered on his behalf by Jawad 
Anani, Deputy Prime Min- 
ister for Development 
Affairs. 

The Kingdom has also 
started its accession 
process to the World Trade 
Organisation, the Crown 
Prince noted. 

The annual science week, 
first held in 1993, has cov- 
ered such topics as self- 
sufficiency, national policy 
and defensive resources, 
optimal use of land 
resources, and integration 
of human and natural 
resources. 

The RSS sponsored the 
activities of the week in 
conjunction with other 
organisations, including 
the University of Jordan, 
the Higher Council for Sci- 
ence and Technology, the 
Jordan Armed Forces, and 
the Institute of Public 
Administration. 









4 World News 


Cambodian guerrillas hit 


government supply road 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Cambodian opposition 
troops loyal to deposed 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh 
have attacked government 
forces under Premier Hun 
Sen in an attempt to cut a 
key supply route in north- 
west Cambodia, govern- 
ment officers said Sunday. 

Prince Ranariddh’s fight- 
ers and their Khmer Rouge 
allies had taken two small 
pockets of territory, Ku and 
Koak Khpoh, just to the 
north of the Route 69 sup- 
ply road in clashes since 
late Friday, they said. 

The government army 
uses the road to resupply 
forces attacking opposition 
troops around the contested 
border town of O’Smach. 

“The royalist group and 
Khmer Rouge forces are 
now controlling two areas. 
They’re trying to cut Route 
69 from Banteay Chmar to 
Samrong,” General Chea 
Sarorn, a senior operations 
commander, told Reuters. 

The opposition fighters 
were also laying mines on 
the remote stretch of road to 
block government resupply 
convoys travelling to their 
base at Samrong, said ano- 
ther commander, General 
Mao Chhem. 


Gen. Chea Sarorn said 
government forces in Sam- 
rong and around O’Smach 
were being resupplied by 
transport helicopter and the 
estimated 100 opposition 
fighters would be pushed 
back from Roure 69 within 
days. 

Second Prime Minister 
Hun Sen deposed First 
Prime Minister Ranariddh 
on July 6 after two days of 
fighting in Phnom Penh. 
The two had shared power 
in a coalition government 
set up after U.N.-run elec- 
tions in 1993. 

Days after the prince was 
ousted, fighting erupted in 
northwestern Cambodia and 
Prince Ranariddh's fighters 
withdrew to their O’Smach 
stronghold. 

Prince Ranariddh’s men, 
with the help of Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas, have with- 
stood repeated government 
attempts to force them from 
the O'Smach area. 

Gen. Chea Sarorn said 
clashes around O'Smach 
were continuing and that 
Sunday, opposition fighters 
had launched a fresh attack 
to push government troops 
from the approaches to 
O'Smach. 

The clandestine Khmer 


Rouge radio said Sunday 
that the guerrillas had won 
control of the western dis- 
trict of Samlauu 220 kilo- 
metres southwest of 
O'Smach. 

There have been intermit- 
tent clashes i between a 
Khmer Rouge faction loyal 
to Prince Ranariddh and 
government forces in the 
Samlaut area since August, 
but government comman- 
ders dismissed fee rebel 
radio report and said the sit- 
uation around Samlaut was 
quiet. 

'Hie Khmer Rouge, res- 
ponsible for the death of 
more than one million peo- 
ple during their disastrous 
19[75-79 “killing fields” 
rule, broke wife their notori- 
ous leader Pol Pot in June 
anjd purged him from their 
ranks the following month. 

Prince Ranariddh says the 
Khm er Rouge fighters help- 
ing his forces have defected 
from Mr. Pol Pot and have 
recognised the Cambodian 
constitution. 

Rivalry between Mr. Hun 
Sen and Prince Ranariddh 
over fee allegiance of defec- 
ting bands of Khmer Rouge 
rebels was a key factor lead- 
ing to the bloody break- 
down of their government. 


Meanwhile, the Khmer 
Rouge guerrilla movement 
Sunday branded fee deci- 
sion by the United Nations 
to leave Cambodia’s seat in 
fee General Assembly 
vacant as a “humiliating 
defeat” for Mr. Hun Sen. 

The U.N. decision “is a 
very humiliating defeat for 
fee regime and stems from 
the fascist coup d’etat (in 
July),” and sounds a warn- 
ing bell for Mr. Hun Sen, 
Khm er Rouge radio moni- 
tored here said. 

The decision showed that 
fee “UN. does not and will 
not recognise” the regime in 
place in Phnom Penh, the 
radio said. 

On Friday, the UN. Acc- 
reditations Commission de- 
cided to leave Cambodia's 
seat empty, refusing to 
choose between the govern- 
ment delegation of Mr. Hun 
Sen, and feat of Prince 
Ranariddh. 

Prince Ranariddh has 
called on the international 
community not to recognise 
the new regime. 

Authorities in Phnom 
Penh said Saturday they 
were “very disappointed” 
by fee U.N. decision, and 
held fee United States res- 
ponsible. 


Serbia votes in elections 


BELGRADE (Rl — Serbia 
went to the polls Sunday in 
parliamentary and presiden- 
tial elections likely to 
strengthen the hand of Yu- 
goslav strongman Slobodan 
Milosevic, who is not a can- 
didate. 

Some 10,000 polling sta- 
tions in this country of 10.5 
million opened at 7 a.m. 
(0500 GMT) in brilliant 
sunshine, watched by nearly 
200 international monitors 
from the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE). 

The electorate of just over 
seven million will choose a 
new president for a four- 
year term and a new 250- 
seat parliament from over 
2.500 candidates from some 
90. parties. 

Ex-Communist Milosevic 
was barred by fee constitu- 
tion from standing for a 
third term for the Serbian 
presidency, his power base 
for a decade, and has taken 
over as Yugoslav president. 

His protege Zoran Lilic. 
whom he replaced as Yugo- 
slav head of state, is favou- 
rite to become new Serbian 
president as fee candidate of 
fee Socialist Party (SPS). 

The party feat along with 
its Communist predecessor 
has ruled for 50 years is also 
virtually assured of winning 
a majority in parliament 
after two opposition parties 
announced a boycott of fee 
vote, saying it was unfair. 

Mr. Lilic faces 16 other 
candidates, but only two are 
thought to have any chance 
— hardline Serb Nationalist 
Vojislav Seselj who heads 
fee Serbian Radical Party 
(SRS), and Vuk Draskovic 
of the Serbian Renewal 
Movement (SPO). 

A likely scenario is feat 
fee contest will go to a 
runoff between Mr. Lilic 
and the increasingly popu- 
lar Seselj on Ocl 5, when 
moderate voters are expect- 
ed to tilt the balance in Mr. 
Lilic's favour. 

In the parliamentary elec- 
tions, victory for fee SPS- 
led coalition was virtually 
assured after fee opposition 
Zajedno (Together) group 
feat shook Mr. Milosevic’s 



Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic casts his ballot 
at a polling station in Belgrade Sunday. Serbs went to 
the polls Sunday to elect their president and parliament 
in the fourth elections since the multi-party system was 
introduced in the republic in 1990 (Reuter photo) 


authority wife weeks of 
street protests last year 
broke up in factional in- 
fighting. 

Two out of the three part- 
ners are calling on their sup- 
porters to boycott the polls, 
hoping that this could keep 
the turnout figure in the pre- 
sidential election to below 
the 50 per cent required by 
law. 

The new government will 
face many serious problems 
including reform of the 
economy, battered by war 
and sanctions, the status of 
Serbia's mainly Albanian 
province of Kosovo, rela- 
tions wife fee mutinous 
Montenegrin leadership and 
a biner power struggle 
among the Bosnian Serbs. 

The West insists that Bel- 
grade must improve its hu- 
man rights record in Koso- 
vo before it will lift an “ou- 
ter wall” of sanctions that 
bars Yugoslavia from gain- 
ing access to badly needed 
financial aid. 


In tiny Montenegro, the 
other constituent republic in 
Yugoslavia, political oppo- 
nents are poised to take con- 
trol in presidential elections 
next month, wife fee threat of 
eventual secession lurking. 

In western Bosnia, anti- 
Milosevic Serb President 
Biljana Plavsic has wrested 
power from hardliners loyal 
to indicted war c rimin al 
Radovan Karadzic. 

Among the electorate are 
thousands of refugees dri- 
ven from Serb areas in 
Bosnia and Croatia during 
over four years of fi ghting . 
Many of the refugees are 
regarded as expellees, with 
no status, and cannot vote. 

The government raised the 
number of electoral regions 
from nine to 29 in what was 


N. Korea 
accuses U.S. 
of using food 


as weapon in 
peace talks 


seen as a move to improve 
the Socialists' chances by 
reducing the influence of the 
big towns and cities where 
the opposition made spec- 
tacular gains in local elec- 
tions last November. 


Latvian gunman kills 7 in murder spree 


RIGA (R) — A gunman used an automatic 
hunting rifle to kill seven people, including 
two women, and seriously injure one man 
in Latvia Saturday as they were harvesting 
potatoes in a field, officials said. 

The man fled on foot wife his rifle and 
police were hunting him in and around 
nearby farmsteads. 

Local news agency fee Baltic News 
Service (BNS) reported that the killings 
were an apparent revenge attack as the man 
had accused his victims of setting fire to his 
house. 

Interior Ministry spokesman Normund 
Belskis said the people were murdered near 
fee town of lecava in southern Latvia, about 
40 kilometres from fee capital, Riga. 

Latvian Television showed pictures of the 
victims, prostrate on fee bleak, muddy field, 
their corpses spattered with dark bullet 


wounds. 

The television quoted eyewitnesses as 
saying fee victims were chased around fee 
field by the murderer in his car and the 
killer picked them off one by one. 

Police launched a hunt for the suspected 
murderer, whom BNS named as Yuri 
Chubarov, 47, from Riga. He fled fee scene 
on foot and was still armed with fee rifle 
and other hunting weapons, it added. 

Mr. Belskis said fee police had launched a 
hunt for fee man and television showed pic- 
tures of two members of an elite anti-terror- 
ist squad, armed wife submachine guns and 
wearing balaclavas, at fee scene of fee 
crime. 

“Given feat we do not know what his men- 
tal state is. fee police have been given orders 
to get him dead or alive so feat he does not 
harm anyone else." Mr. Belskis said. 


SEOUL (AFP) — North 
Korea Sunday accused fee 
United States of using food 
as a weapon to get “politi- 
cal concessions” in talks 
aimed at working out a du- 
rable peace for the Korean 
peninsula. 

But the hunger-stricken 
Stalinist North kept open 
fee door for a continued 
presence in four-way talks 
with the United States, 
South Korea and China, sa- 
ying it “depends entirely” 
on how U.S. policy chan- 
ges. 

“Whether talks for a last- 
ing peace on the Korean 
peninsula are opened or not 
depends entirely on how 
fee U.S. rectifies its policy 
toward fee DPRK (North 
Korea),” a North Korean 
Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man told Pyongyang’s offi- 
cial Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA). 

“We will watch fee future 
behaviour of the United 
States.” 

It was the North’s first 
official reaction since fee 
second round of prelimi- 
nary meetings ended wife 
no agreement in New York 
last Friday, dimming fee 
prospects of fee full peace 
talks. 

After the collapse, U.S. 
and South Korean officials 
blamed Pyongyang for 
demanding large food aid 
and insistin g on discussing 
the 37,000 U.S. troops sta- 
tioned in the South. North 
Korea wants U.S. troops 
withdrawn. 

The North also urged 
Washington to ease eco- 
nomic sanctions. 


The Foreign Ministry 
spokesman charged that the 
United States ignored the 
North’s “fundamental 
issues, to our regret.” 

“The argument of the 
U-S. at the meeting was 
very far from our expecta- 
tion and clearly proved its 
intention to open fee ‘four- 
way talks’ first and then get 
political concessions from 
the DPRK in fee discussion 
of matters, using food as a 
weapon," he said. 

The process has com- 
pelled the North to suspect 
that fee four-party were 
designed to disarm it, the 
spokesman said. 

“The two rounds of pre- 
liminary meeting make the 
DPRK wonder whether the 
United States wants to hold 
‘four-way talks’ truly for 
the establishment of a last- 
ing peace system on the 
Korean peninsula or it 
seeks another political pur- 
pose through fee talks.” he 
added. 
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Members of a coalition of Malaysia’s non-governmental organisations and their families don masks for protection 
against the haze m Kuala Lumpur to stage a rare protest demanding immediate and serious actions from the 
authorities to combat the smoky haze shrouding most of South East Asia. The thick, choking smog, which has also 
smothered neighbouring Singapore, has been blamed on smoke from thousands of brush and forest fires in 
Indonesia and industrial pollution (Reuter photo) 
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Haze kills 150; becomes regional emergency 


JAKARTA (AFP) — A 
choking haze prevented 
emergency flights Sunday 
into 4 fire-stricken region of 
Indonesia where more than 
150 people have died as the 
blinding fumes pushed on 
over Malaysia and Sin- 
gapore. 

Forest fires sweeping 
across Indonesia spread the 
haze over Malaysia and Sin- 
gapore. leading to desperate 
measures ranging from 
cloud-seeding to mass pra- 
yers across the stricken 
region. 

In Indonesia's remote 
eastern province of Irian 
Jaya, small aircraft have 
been mobilised to take sup- 
plies to Jayawijaya district, 
a valley surrounded by 
mountains, where food 
shortages have been fol- 
lowed by an outbreak of 
cholera. 

At least 154 people have 
died in Jayawijaya since 
August due to lack of food 
and clean water because of 
the haze and fumes, the 
state-run Antara news 
agency reported. 

Jayawijaya district head 
J.B. Wen as said planes and 
helicopters had not been 
able to get into the valley 
with food and to take out 


casualties. 

“It really depends on the 
weather whether we can 
reach fee areas struck by fee 
drought.” said Mr. Wen as. 
About 500 hectares (1.235 
acres) of forest in Jayawi- 
jaya are currently burning. 

Smoke levels have been 
aggravated by a local belief 
that fee making of smoke 
encourages rain, Mr. Wenas 
said. 

Protestant missionary. 
Bass Hubula Maxi, said at 
least 15 villages were with- 
out food and clean water, 
whole thousands of other 
people in neighbouring 
areas were also suffering 
food shortages. 

The shortages have caused 
the cholera which has killed 
many of the victims, Patipi 
said. Many of Indonesia's 
27 provinces are facing fee 
worst drought in 50 years as 
the global El Nino weather 
pattern threatens to post- 
pone rain for several 
months. 

In west Kalimantan have 
declared an “alert status” 
because of fee thick smoke 
feat has blanketed fee sky 
for weeks. 

Forest fires are burning 
across Irian Jaya, Sumatra 
and Kalimantan on fee 


Indonesian half of Borneo 
Island. 

The government has most- 
ly blamed plantation com- 
panies for the fires and has 
banned them for land clear- 


ing. 

In Riau, central Sumatra, 
the province hardest hit by 
fee smoke, rain fell Satur- 
day but failed to disperse 
fee thick smoke, Kompas 
said. 

The fires have been 
blamed for a haze which has 
engulfed much of Malaysia, 
leading to health warnings 
there. 

The smog improved Sun- 
day in Kuala Lumpur and 
elsewhere but environment 
experts said the respite 
would be short as fee wind 
was expected to change 
again. 

Life has slowed to a crawl 
in the Malaysian province 
of Sarawak, neighbouring 
Kalimantan, prompting the 
government to declare ah 
state of emergency. 

The emergency declara- 
tion remained in force in the 
state capital. Kuching, Sun- 
day despite an announce- 
ment that fee pollution in- 
dex had eased to 366, a le- 
vel still considered “haz- 
ardous.” 


In Kuching, the index 
reached 658 late Friday, 
forcing government offices 
and businesses except those 
providing essential services 
to close down. Schools were 
already shut. 

Malaysia's Taoist and 
Buddhist associations have 
called upon devotees to stop 
burning joss-sticks and 
paper sacrifices, reports said 
Sunday. 

Muslim fundamentalist 
leaders have claimed that 
the health-threatening haze 
shrouding most parts of 
Malaysia is God's punish- 
ment to His people for 
ignoring Him. 

In Singapore, the Pollu- 
tants Standard Index mea- 
suring the haze level was at 
100 . just below the un- 
healthy level. 

The Environment Minis- 
try has said schools and 
sports complexes will be 
shut when haze levels mon- 
itored over 24 hours are 
higher fean the 300 level. 

Malaysian activists Sun- 
day voiced dissatisfaction at 
what they said was a lack of 
“firm, serious and concrete 
actions” by the government 
to overcome the critical 
haze problem. 
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Chechen leader tells government to prepare for blockade 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Che- 
chen President Aslan Mas- 
khadov instructed his gov- 
ernment Sunday to stock- 
pile essential goods for the 
population in case of a par- 
tial or total blockade of fee 
small North Caucasus re- 
public, Interfax news agen- 
cy reported. 

Speaking at a government 
meeting, Mr. Maskhadov 
said border provocations 
were being staged just out- 
side Cbechenya in readiness 
to reestablish Russian mili- 
tary checkpoints. 

He told fee government to 
draw up an emergency pro- 
gramme to provide fee Che- 
chen population with essen- 
tial goods using the repub- 
lic’s own resources. 

The government should 
tell Chechens that “Russia 
does not plan to pay the wa- 
ges of public sector work- 
ers," and “people’s hopes 
should not be raised for 


something that will never 
happen,” Mr. Maskhadov 
said. 

Despite frequent peace 
talks, relations with Mos- 
cow have been badly 
strained recently by Che- 
chenya’s holding of public 
executions and the two 
sides* differences over the 
use of an international oil 
pipeline crossing Chechen- 
ya. 

Russia has announced 
plans to build a section of 
pipeline to bypass Cbechen- 
ya. potentially depriving the 
republic of one of its only 
sources of major income. 

The Muslim republic was 
devastated in the 21 -month 
conflict between separatist 
guerrillas and Russian 
troops, which ended in Au- 
gust 1996 when fee rebels 
recaptured fee capital Groz- 
ny. forcing Moscow to ag- 
ree to a truce and total mili- 
tary withdrawal. 


Mr. Maskhadov insisted 
Sunday that the Chechen 
authorities would publicly 
execute “terrorists” found 
guilty of kidnapping people. 

Last week a firing squad 
publicly executed two men 
in Grozny convicted of mur- 
der by an Islamic Sharia 
court — the second such 
execution this month. 
Moscow has condemned the 
executions as “barbaric.” 

Since fee war ended, fee 
Chechen authorities have 
tried to crack down on spi- 
ralling crime in the impov- 
erished republic, where kid- 
nappings and ransom de- 
mands have become com- 
monplace. 

Two employees of a U.S.- 
based Orthodox Christian 
charity organisation were 
kidnapped by unidentified 
gunmen Saturday in Ingu- 
shetia, near the border with 
Checbenya, the RIA news 
agency reported. 


The two charity workers 

— named as Dmitry Pen- 
kovsky and Dmitry Petrov 

— were abducted at around 
1:30 p.m. (0930 GMT) 
Saturday, near Ali Yurt vil- 
lage, about two kilometres 
from the border, and were 
driven off toward Chechen- 
ya; RIA quoted “reliable 
sources” as saying. 

The g unm en, armed with 
machine-guns and assault 
rifles, stopped them as they 
were taking humanitarian 
aid to an Ingush village in a 
Kamaz truck and Niva four- 
wheel drive jeep. 

The kidnappers left be- 
hind the driver of the truck, 
Mukharbek Kotiyev, one 
source quoted Mr. Kotiyev 
as saying. 

The two abducted were 
working for the Internatio- 
nal Orthodox Charity Asso- 
ciation of North America, 
RIA said. 



* Ci,rin K * 1 
^ Jk utUnd " "it 
■ 1 ” Manila SuikLr 

'.* 0 X 1 , W,,nd ,trn * for Presi, 


pinton to 


k.iw 




it:.-, 




r,ir " 1 '•‘"•“ivj v 


$ r 'iu 

f, niu 


'W.“ T* j; rr. 


* “"if 

% ? !h “pr . ; 


Japan’s ‘cabinet convict’ expected to resign 


TOKYO (R) — A recently appointed cabinet minister wife 
a c riminal record, whose appointment drew a flood of crit- 
icism against Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto, is expect- 
ed to step down Monday, Japanese media said. 

Koko Sato, head of a government agency on deregulation, 
is to meet Mr. Hashimoto Monday morning and then 
expected to resign, media reports said. 

Mr. Hashimoto will hold a news conference after the 
meeting at which he is expected to apologise for fee con- 
troversy. 

Mr. Sato was convicted of taking a two million yen 
($ 8,000 at fee time) bribe in fee 1970s Lockheed payoff 
scandal. 

He signalled his intentions to resign fee post in meetings 
Friday wife senior members of Mr. Hashimoto’s Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) and spent fee weekend with sup- 
porters in his northern Japan constituency of Hokkaido. 

When Mr. Sato was appointed to the cabinet earlier in 
September, he said that voters in Hokkaido has exonerated 
him by reelecting him to parliament — despite his 1976 
arrest and 1986 conviction. 

Mr. Sato’s appointment as fee cabinet minister directly 
responsible for carrying out Mr. Hasbimoto's reform efforts 
has cost fee premier politically. 


According to a nationwide opinion poll conducted by ite 
Asahi Shimbun. a major daily, 76 per cent of responded 15 
said Mr. Hashimoto had„“£rave responsibility" for appoint- 
ing Mr. Sato to the cabinet, and 84 per cent said Mr. Sato 
should quit. 

LDP and non-LDP politicians, who have blasted Mr- 
Sato’s appointment, kept Mr. Hashimoto’s feet to the fit® 
over the decision. 

Shi geru Ito the chief secretary of the Social Democrat 
Party (SDP) said Mr. Sato's appointment “was a dissent 
to fee Japanese people.” 

Mr. Ito and fee SDP, which is in a loose partnership ^ 
fee LDP. have been calling for Mr. Sato to step down sin# 
he was given fee cabinet portfolio. 

The opposition Japanese Communist Party blasted Mt 
Hashimoto and the LDP for ignoring public opinion of 
appointing Mr. Sato, which was done mainly to 
some factions in fee LDP. 

“It shows Hashimoto’s irredeemable lack of sense ^ 
money-power politics, and his arrogant contempt for ' 
opinion, Kazuo Shii, head of fee party’s secretariat sri® 
a statement. 


"'L-derV ‘ ‘ ! ‘ 

TT.„. ■’ :*» 


• JfT 4 Tr .. ■ . 

,*ll. - 1 ■ V 




** 11 , R ur »&r 

S\f *"» i .■ ..:\ 

Tk k *'in I,,:./-, '• 


V- rnvr *--- v-' 

ST* p..i- •:•••*« 


ilr r , ““liv i. . • 




PRjn*- J ti< it,. ' 


Mn :« i . r 


iv 

'-‘f / ;r„ 


Iiif. Iri»^ '■Pan-. ■ 



f. . •*< 






World News 


Jordan Times, Monday, September 22, 1997 




P * * o? • 

» v * 



M«4m masks for pnrtw*. - « 

CM) Sttrioea Jirtmiiv fr- jB .":. 

t W B Mw g «huh 
I $rmh and fnrt-M 


emergency 

Is Kuc.%.:: • ■ .■ ■ 

farcing • 

*5kJ home . 

r ♦*«-. 

... . 


mi* 

feofftiev.- 


.V -Mir*/-- 

m* >u .i. 




I?- gnaws* «**■'. 

i«-4Eu** f. ■ 

over 
to: - 


fc.: -«6HM» S ' ^ 

K* ***‘" 

3$ Iwrp^- 


j)kv 


.**■ BtfV- 
&SMi> *■ 
gr *- were ■; 
1C l* r- 


If-' t^c ** 
ft’" tewft 
» dm«s ■••' 
i y*, »J \ 

I .****' 

W: Vk *■■■ 

jL : ’«■**"*"■ 

JJ- ffiAe* - ' 

P. _ wm ■•• v ' 


TW *• 


b- ***•'- 

* 

to. an ■ 

S- ^ 


#ar «**" 

V- «!** 


to ri 


»si l - r 


S?*?* ?■■ 


isr 

itoww’ 


: *fe. H*** 

te- 

S&n*- * 

bsL u- > 


l— ■iiar-^T^ — -■ 




Afghan factions battle in north 


■^£^— • . -T _. 




jSS S** JL 


C/M /? Ff ^ C HAN^^ 

'W TO ft/S/NG TYRANNY! 
Z 7 ^ 5 SF Silt OUT OF NATIONAL 

Filipino activists chant slogans criticising moves by supporters of Philippine President Fidel Ramos to change the 
constitution so he can ran for reelection during a massive protest rally in Manila Sunday. Mr. Ramos tried to dif- 
fuse the protest by saying he will step down when his term ends next year (Reuter photo) 

600,000 warn Ramos to stick to Filipino constitution 


MANILA (AFP) — Six hundred thousand people staged a 
rally in Manila Sunday which sent a strong warning to 
President Fidel Ramos that he must keep his word and stand 
down next year. 

The rally, led by the Roman Catholic Church, went ahead 
despite a promise by Mr. Ramos that he would not stand in 
the presidential election next May. Mr. Ramos said however 
the constitution must be revised “without delay" and criti- 
cised the church. 

Yellow ribbons that were a symbol of the campaign to force 
late dictator Ferdinand Marcos to stand down in 1986 again 
covered trees of Luneta Park where the massive demonstra- 
tion took place. 

Sunday was the 25th anniversary of the declaration of mar- 
tial rule by Ferdinand Marcos, toppled in a 1986 popular 
revolt led bv Mr. Ramos, ex-president Corazon Aquino and 
Archbishop Jaime Sin. 

Moves to change the constitution led to fears that Mr. 
Ramos may be seeking a second term or to extend his current 
six- year term. 

The powerful Catholic Church described the manoeuvres 



A Filipino child wearing a headband saving “No to 
charter change” attends with his parents a church- 
backed rally in Manila Sunday to register their opposi- 
tion to a second term for President Fidel Ramos (Reuter 
photo) 


as moves by an “aspiring dictatorship." 

But Mr. Ramos appeared to defuse the crisis when he 
returned to the Philippines from a European tour Saturday 
and said he would not stand again and that he opposed 
changing the constitution until after the presidential election 
next May. 

On Sunday, Mr. Ramos insisted the 1987 constitution must 
be changed by an elected convention after the presidential 
poll. The 69-year-old former general told a rally of 4,000 
supporters the charter was “no longer responsive to the needs 
of the 21st century." 

Mr. Ramos has often made contradictory comments how- 
ever and not all his opponents are convinced that the moves 
are over. 

One banner put it in blunt terms: “Martial Law. Never 
Again.” 

“While we in the opposition appreciate the last efforts of 
President Ramos to abide by the people's rejection of charter 
amendments, we feel that the people must remain vigilant to 
any machination against the constitution.” said opposition 
Senator Bias Ople. 

Left wing activists burned an effigy of Mr. Ramos at their 
demonstration in Manila, while marching bands led hun- 
dreds of thousands to the main rally, though numbers dwin- 
dled after heavy rain started. Radio reports said thousands of 
other protesters were at other assembly points across the 
country. 

The main Luneta Park stage was surrounded by a nuns, 
monks and policemen, who said they wanted to keep out 
infiltrators amid a reported assassination plot against Mrs. 
Aquino and Arch. Sin. 

Police disarmed a petrol bomb at a pedestrian underpass 
nearby and arrested a man carrying pyrotechnics, but police 
repotted no other incidents. 

Arch. Sin called for “reconciliation" after Mr. Ramos' lat- 
est statement. 

“We now pray for national reconciliation,” the Manila arch- 
bishop told the rally. 

“If in heat of passionate love for our country and for our 
democracy words have been exchanged which have caused 
undue personal hurt, we humbly ask the Lord and each 
affected person, including the president, for forgiveness ” he 
said. 

But Arch. Sin received loud applause as he warned: “This 
is his last statement. I hope he does not change it any longer.” 

Mr. Ramos told a news conference a constitutional conven- 
tion would have to be be convened by a law passed by 
Congress in time for members to be elected during the May 
11 polls. 

Asked if he wanted the new constitution to abolish the term 
limit on the presidency or turn the presidential system into a 
parliamentary one, Mr. Ramos said that would be up to the 
convenors. 

Mr. Ramos attacked the rally organisers for allegedly 
involving students and children in the protest movement. 

“Our hard-won gains now hang in the balance,” he said, 
urging the protesters to stop “exploiting children.” 

“We must stop infusing Philippine politics into their 
minds ” he said. “Let us prepare our youths to adequately 
cope with the challenges of the future 


Clinton to face campaign finance review 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
The Justice Department is 
reviewing allegations that 
President Bill Clinton made 
improper fund-raising phone 
calls from the White House, 
seeking to decide whether to 
appoint a special prosecutor, 
U.S. officials said Saturday. 

'The Justice Department is 
reviewing whether allega- 
tions that the president ille- 
gally solicited campaign con- 
tributions on federal property 
should warrant a preliminary 
investigation under the inde- 
pendent counsel acL” Justice 
Department spokesman 
Myron Marlin told Reuters. 

The president has said he 
does not remember whether 
he made any political fund- 
raising phone calls, and the 
White House believes that 
Mr. Clinton is exempt from 
the law barring federal emp- 
loyees from soliciting cam- 
paign contributions on feder- 
al property. 

“We understand the De- 
partment of Justice is in the 
process of determining 
whether a preliminary inves- 
tigation is warranted," Lanny 
Davis. White House special 
counsel, said in a statement. 

“We are cooperating and 
we will continue to cooperate 
with the Department of 
Justice to ensure it has all the 
information it needs. We are 
confident that no laws were 
broken,” Mr. Davis said. 


Mr. Clinton's private attor- 
ney David Kendall said in a 
statement issued in 
Washington: “No laws were 
broken and any kind of 
enforcement action would be 
absolutely unprecedented.” 

"We intend to cooperate 
with the Department of 
Justice and this matter should 
be resolved speedily” Mr. 
Kendall added. 

The news broke on a day 
when Mr. Clinton was seek- 
ing to raise $950,000 for the 
Democratic Party at three 
fund-raising events in San 
Francisco. 

The preliminary 30-day 
review of allegations against 
Mr. Clinton began sometime 
in the past five days and was 
approved by Attorney Gene- 
ral Janet Reno, a Justice De- 
partment source said. After 
the 30 days are up. Ms. Reno 
must decide whether to pro- 
ceed to a formal 90-day in- 
vestigation of the matter. 

Tltis puts Mr. Clinton in the 
iame category as Vice-Pre- 
sident A1 "Gore, whose al- 
leged campaign finance abus- 
es' are currently under a 30- 
da \ review by Ms. Reno that 
ends on Ocl 3. 

It is generally assumed at 
ihe While House that Ms. Re- 
no "'ill order the 90-day 
review in Mr, Gore's case. 
With that in mind, Mr. Gore 
Friday hired two private 
attorneys : Jim Neal of Nash- 


Report: Clinton may allow sale of 
nuclear technology to China 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — President Bill Clinton is Ukely 
to lift the ban on the sale of sensitive nuclear technology to 
China, the magazine U.S. News And World Report reports. 

A 1985 federal law forbids U.S. corporations from selling 
nuclear technology to China until the president “certifies’' 
that China has stopped selling weapon technology to third 
nations such as Pakistan and Iran. 

Mr. Clinton however is likely to give China this certifica- 
tion during the upcoming United States summit with C hina 
in October, the weekly magazine reports. 

The change in foreign policy is the direct result of years 
of intense lobbying from corporations such as 
Westinghouse, General Electric, Bechtel, and ABB 
Combustion Engineering. 

Facing a declining demand in the U.S. for their wares, 
these companies that produce nuclear reactor or help build 
reactor sites want to help build 20 Chinese atomic power 
stations, with a price tag totalling some $40 billion, accord- 
ing to the magazine. 

‘Tf we don't have an industry in China, I don't think the 
(industiy in the United Stales) will -survive,” said Howard 
Pierce, a top corporate official at. ABB. 


.viile, Tennessee, a long-time 
family friend and adviser and 
former Watergate prosecutor, 
and George Frampton, a 
Washington-based attorney 
and former assistant secre- 
tary of the Interior Depart- 
ment who has worked with 
Mr. Gore in the past on envi- 
ronmental Issues. 

Their job is to extract Mr, 
Gore from legal troubles with 
the potential to jeopardise fife 
bid ro succeed President Bill 
Clinton in the 2000 presiden- 


tial election. 

The White House has 
admitted that Mr. Gore made 
86 phone calls to Democratic 
donors soliciting campaign 
funds, but denies any wrong- 
doing on grounds that Mr. 
Gore, like Mr. Clinton, is 
exempt from the law. 

Mr. Gore originally said he 
raised only “soft money"con- 
tributions from the calls — 
large, unregulated donations 
given just to the party rather 
than individual candidates. 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) 
— The purist Islamic Tale- 
ban militia battled its foes in 
northern Afghanistan Sun- 
day, but each side gave con- 
flicting accounts of the out- 
come. 

A spokesman for opposi- 
tion leader Ahmad Shah 
Masood told the Pakistan- 
based Afghan Islamic Press 
( AlP) that opposition forces 
had retaken the town of 
Hairatan on the Uzbekistan 
border. 

The spokesman, based in 
the eastern Iranian city of 
Mashhad, said the opposi- 
tion now controlled the area 
between Hairatan and the 
opposition capital of Mazar- 
e-Sharif, 75 kilometres 
away. 

However, a Taleban 
spokesman denied the loss 
of Hairatan, saying Taleban 
forces there had repulsed an 
opposition attack. 

There was no independent 
account of the fighting. 

The Taleban spokesman, 
quoted by ATP. also reported 
artillery exchanges with for- 
ces loyal to opposition lea- 
der General Abdul Rashid 
Dostum in northern B alkh 
province. 

He said the shelling, at 
Kamperak and Shahrak vil- 

Safety 
system may 

* I 

have been 
off at U.K. 
rail crash 

LONDON (R) — A vital 
fail-safe system may not 
have been working on the 
stretch of line where Bri- 
tain’s worst rail crash for 
almost a decade occurred 
Friday, Sunday newspapers 
reported. 

They quoted a spokes- 
man for Railtrack, the 
company responsible for 
track maintenance, as say- 
ing the reliability of the 
Automatic Train Protection 
(ATP) system on the line 
into London's Paddington 
Station was “open to ques- 
tion.” 

Six people were killed 
and 13 seriously injured 
when an express train 
packed with 500 passen- 
gers slammed into a freight 
train in the western suburbs 
of London. 

The driver of the express 
train was released on 
police bail Saturday morn- 
ing after being arrested by 
police conducting a man- 
slaughter inquiry. 

He earlier passed a brea- 
thalyser test for alcohol 
and no charges have been 
brought against him, a po- 
lice spokesman said. 

Police named the six 
dead who included Swe- 
dish Radio correspondent 
Marcus Olander. The eight 
most seriously injured pas- 
sengers are being detained 
in hospital. 

Workers began -removing 
the crumpled carriages from 
the line with cranes and spe- 
cial lifting equipment. Train 
services out of Paddington 
were suspended. 

Investigators studying 
Britain's worst crash since 
35 died in a 1988 pile-up 
are studying the data recor- 
der from the signal box 
controlling the area at the 
time of Friday's crash, offi- 
cials said. 

This “black box” can pin- 
point the state of the sig- 
nals, the position of the 
trains at the time of impact 
and where the two trains 
were in the final moments 
before the accident 
Investigators will now be 
able to study computerised 
printouts to piece together 
the train’s last moments 
and decide if human error 
or a technical fault was to 
blame. 

The ATP should prevent 
trains from going through a 
red light by sending signals 
to a computer in the dri- 
vers' cab. 

But the independent Sun- 
day quoted a senior official 
of the drivers' union ASLEF 
as saying the system was 
certainly not working. 

“We know the ATP was 
not turned on because it 
was in such a state of disre- 
pair,” he said. “As a result, 
the driver was robbed of an 
essential safeguard against 
human or other error, 


lages, about 15 kilometres 
north of Mazar-e-Sharif, 
followed what the Taleban 
said was a victory against 
Gen. Dostum Saturday. 

Taleban-controlled Radio 
Kabul said pro-Taleban for- 
ces led by Hazrat Moham- 
mad Gardezi had killed 50 
of Gen. Dostum’s troops 
and captured 300, including 
several senior officers. 

The broadcast late Satur- 
day said Gen. Dostum’s for- 
ces in Balkh province had 
been “completely defeated.” 

AlPsaid 15 Taleban fight- 
ers had been killed and sev- 
eral wounded in Saturday’s 
fighting. 

Opposition spokesmen 
could not immediately be 
reached for comment 

Gen. Dostum arrived back 
in his former bastion of Ma- 
zar-e-Sharif about 10 days 
ago after a Taleban advance 
towards the northern city 
touched off clashes among 
opposition factions there. 

His rival for control of the 
mainly ethnic Uzbek Jun- 
bish-e-Milli faction. Gene- 
ral Abdul Malik, made a 
short-lived alliance with the 
Taleban in May to force 
Gen. Dostum into exile. 

Gen. Malik is now be- 
lieved to have withdrawn 


bis forces to Shiberghan, 
125 kilometres west of Ma- 
zar-e-Sharif. 

The purist Taleban, which 
holds about two thirds of 
Afghanistan including the 
capital Kabul, wants to im- 
pose its strict version of 
Islamic law throughout the 
country. 

Meanwhile, international 
aid agencies evacuated most 
of their foreign staff 
Saturday from the northern 
Afghan city of Mazar-e- 
Sharif, the opposition 
stronghold looted by rene- 
gade defenders and threat- 
ened by the advancing 
forces of the Taleban reli- 
gious army. 

A U.N. plane, the first to 
land, brought 15 U.N. emp- 
loyees and three aid work- 
ers to the Pakistani capital, 
Islamabad. 

A Red Cross plane landed 
later in the day with 1 7 wor- 
kers from the Geneva-based 
humanitarian agency, then 
went back to get 17 more. 

The evacuees were die 
first foreigners fleeing Ma- 
zar-e-Sharif, which fell into 
chaos earlier this month 
when the Taleban looked 
close to capturing it Mazar- 
e-Sharif is the largest city in 
northern Afghanistan and 


the headquarters of an al- 
liance opposed to the Tale- 
ban. 

The United Nations and 
the Red Cross tried for days 
to withdraw their staff from 
the city, but fighting in and 
around Mazar-e-Sharif 
hampered efforts. 

Aid workers bound for 
Islamabad, some with their 
families, were flown Friday 
by helicopter to Sheber- 
ghan, a city west of Mazar- 
e-Sharif. The U.N. and Red 
Cross planes then carried 
them to Pakistan Saturday. 

In all, 52 aid workers were 
expected to arrive in Isla- 
mabad Saturday. 

U.N. and Red Cross offi- 
cials said the helicopter that 
flew the evacuees from Ma- 
zar-e- Sharif to Sheberghan 
was provided by one of the 
main factions controlling 
the northern stronghold. 
They said that flight had to 
‘ be cleared by the fighting 
factions before die evacua- 
tion could take place. 

The United Nations said 
the evacuees were non-es- 
sential staff, and that two 
expatriates remained be- 
hind. The Red Cross said it 
would carry on its normal 
duties in Mazar despite the 
evacuation. 


U.S. Air Force probes B-l crash 


ELLSWORTH AIR 

FORCE BASE. South 
Dakota (R) — U.S. Air 
Force officials Saturday 
were investigating the sixth 
crash of a military aircraft 
in a week — this one 
involving a B-l bomber that 
went down Friday in south- 
east Montana. 

All four crew members 
aboard the air force B-lb 
bomber were killed when 
the plane crashed, leaving a 
trail of debris several hun- 
dred feet long in the 
Montana prairie. In all 16 
Americans have died in ran- 
dom U.S. military crashes 
since Sept 13. 

Officials at Ellsworth Air 
Force Base, where the plane 
was assigned, were sched- 
uled to hold a news confer- 
ence Saturday afternoon to 
discuss their investigation 
of the crash, which occurred 
about 40 kilometres north 
Alzada, Montana. 

Senior airman Jennifer 
Blake, a spokeswoman at 
Ellsworth, said investiga- 
tors had not yet determined 
whether the crew had sent 
any distress calls or whether 
they had attempted to eject 
from the bomber. 


Air force officials said the 
plane was on a routine 
training flight over the pow- 
der river military operations 
area, but Mr. Blake said 
investigators had not yet 
been able to determine 
whether the crew were fly- 
ing a low- or high-altitude 
mission. 

Kaye Nelsoa, who runs 
the Valley Inn and Bar in 
Alzada, said she often sees 
air force planes flying near 
the town and most fly at low 
altitudes. She said Friday's 
crash sent a thick plume of 
smoke into the air that 
could be seen miles away in 
Alzada. 

“I looked out the bar win- 
dow and it was a big black, 
mushroom-type cloud,” Ms. 
Nelson said. 

Officials said there were 
no bombs on board foe 
swing-wing B-l “Lancer,” 
which was designed origi- 
nally to cany nuclear 
bombs to the heart of Soviet 
territory in a world war. 

Killed in the crash were 
the plane's pilot. Col. 
Anthony Beat, 28th bomb 
wing vice commander Maj. 
Clay Culver, assistant oper- 
ations officer Maj. Kirk 


Cakerice, assistant opera- 
tions officer, and CapL Gary 
Everett, weapons system 
officer. No ages or home- 
towns were released. 

Friday’s crash prompted 
air force officials to move 
up a suspension of all train- 
ing flights, which was 
ordered by Defence 
Secretary William Cohen to 
study safety after the recent 
rash of accidents. The 24- 
hour tr ainin g halt was 
rescheduled for Monday 
instead of next Friday. 

“On Monday, we will stop 
flying training and exercise 
missions and focus intently 
on what we do and how we 
do it,” Gen. Richard 
Hawley, the head of the air 
force’s Air Combat 
Command, said in a state- 
ment “We need to deter- 
mine why these incidents 
happen and how to prevent 
any more mishaps." 

President Bill Clinton 
expressed his deep condo- 
lences to the families of the 
airmen killed and said he 
continued to have “the high- 
est confidence'* in the air 
force and all U.S. military 
services. 


Pacific Forum ends with row over 
greenhouse gases, security concerns 


RAROTONGA (AFP) — 
Pacific nations ended their 
annual summit here this 
weekend with a commu- 
nique rich in their fears 
that sea-levels will rise 
and drown many of their 
states, while their sover- 
eignty remained vulnera- 
ble to sudden external 
threats. 

The 28th South Pacific 
Forum saw 14 island 
prime ministers and presi- 
dents, plus the leaders of 
Australia and New Zea- 
land, meet to produce a 
detailed communique. 

The adoption of an eco- 
nomic action plan to halt 
the steady deterioration in 
the economies of many 
states, was seen as the 
major longterm achieve- 
ment of the forum. 

"Leaders agreed that the 
implementation of the 
action plan would require 
strong commitment by all 
members to create a policy 
environment to encourage 
private sector development 
and enhance the competi- 
tiveness of their 
economies.” the commu- 
nique said. 

The forum had gone into 
retreat Thursday on 
Aitutaki Island, north of 
here, and quickly became 
deadlocked over the issue 
of carbon emissions from 
the industrial countries. 
They are believed to be 
creating a greenhouse 
effect leading to sea-level 
rises. 

Smaller island states, 
almost all consisting, 
either wholly or in part, of 
low lying atolls, wanted 
the forum communique to 
take a strong stance on 
mandatory cuts to emis- 
sion levels. The issue is 


significant ahead of next 
month's Kyoto Climate 
Change Conference. 

The communique said 
leaders "recognised that 
participants at the Kyoto 
conference can be expect- 
ed to adopt different 
approaches but all forum 
members are unified in 
their support of the princi- ■ 
pies set out in this state- 
ment” 

In diplomatic-speak the 
principles amounted to a 
win for Australian Prime 
Minister John Howard 
who successfully fought 
against any words that 
would impinge on Aus- 
tralia's industrial capacity. 

On regional security, the 
communique said leaders 
recognised their “most 
immediate risks to securi- 
ty" hinge on regional and 
domestic developments 
including natural disasters, 
transnational crime inc- 
luding drug trafficking and 
economic, social and envi- 
ronmental policies. 

“Forum leaders ex- 
pressed concern about the 
vulnerability of member 
countries to external 
threats to their sovereign- 
ly” the communique said. 

“The forum also ack- 
nowledged that security 
challenges could arise 
with little warning and foe 
region needs to be able to 


respond quickly to them,” 
ana it noted “foe potential 
for undesirable financial 
activities to undermine 
economic development 
“The communique pro- 
posed a series of measures 
to help build confidence 
within foe region on polit- 
ical and security issues 
and agreed thar dialogue 
shouldbe broadened. 


It also dealt with foe 
issue of transshipments of 
radioactive waste from 
France to foe Pacific. The 
forum called for the ship- 
ments to be carried out “in 
a manner which addressed 
all possible contingencies 
and foe concerns of rele- 
vant countries.” 

The forum called on the 
United States to “live up to 
its fall obligations on foe 
provision of adequate and 
fair compensation” for foe 
Marshall Islands which 
was used as a nuclear test 
site in the 1950s and 
1960s. 

However, no mention 
was made of foe Marshall 
Islands plan to use several 
of its atolls as a storage 
site for mainly Taiwan and 
South Korean low level 
nuclear wastes, although 

foe communique did con- 
demn a proposal by a pri- 
vate U.S. investors to store 
nuclear waste on foe U.S. 
islands of Wake and 
Palmyra. 

More than a year ago 
Washington dismissed any 
suggestion those schemes 
. would get off foe ground. 

The forum welcomed 
amendments to Fiji’s con- 
stitution which make it 
multi-racial and more 
democratic, and Common- 
wealth members of the 
forum said they “agreed to 
fully support foe readmis- 
sion" of Fiji to the Com- 
monwealth. 

Next year’s forum will 
be held in foe Federated 
States of Micronesia. 
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Czechs have a role 


CZECH PRESIDENT Vaclav Havel’s visit to 
Jordan for talks with His Majesty King Hussein is a 
landmar k in our bilateral relations. President 


Havel’s arrival in Amman was preceded by a visit 
to Lebanon and win be followed by equally impor- 
tant visits to Israel and the Palestinian self-rule 
areas. Besides discussing bilateral relations with 
Jordan that has culminated in the signing of two 
agreements, one to promote bilateral investment 
and die other to initiate a new transportation 
accord, the Czech leader’s talks with the King, 
Crown Prince and government leaders also 

tackled ways to revive the troubled Middle East 
peace process and on means to make it succeed. 

While not carrying with him specific proposals to 
untie the knots in the derailed negotiations on the 
Palestinian hunt, the Czech president nevertheless 
offered to nse his good offices to bring the two sides 
together. “I have to confess that I have no concrete 
proposal in my pocket,” President Havel told 
reporters on Saturday. “But what I do have is the 
true determination to appeal to all parties con- 
cerned to sit again at the same negotiating table and 
resume talks at the point where they have stopped.” 

President Havel was right on the mark when he 
suggested that what Is urgently needed now is not a 
new formula for relaunching the negotiations but 
rather renewing confidence and trust among the 
parties. There are in place already the Oslo accords 
and they offer the one and only path to resume the 
stalled talks between Israel and the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). What is truly needed, 
therefore, is the intervention of such world leaders, 
such as Mr. Havel, to impress on the Israeli gov- 
ernment the need to respect its country’s commit- 
ments under the Oslo accords and to respect 
Palestinian national and political rights in the inter- 
est of coexistence, reconciliation and comprehensive 
peace. 

Different regions of the world have different roles 
to play in the quest for peace in this part of the 
world. Eastern Europe was mar ginalis ed during the 
communist role, but the Czech Republic, under 
President Havel, has taken important initiatives 
towards spreading values of democracy, coexis- 
tence and partnerships for peace and humanism in 
world affairs. President Havel, an intellectual and 
writer as well, can be effective in bridging the 
widening gaps as a friend of both the Arabs and the 
Israelis. His current tour in the region deserves 
attention and support 


A baby step towards an adult trade 
relationship with the Czech Republic 


THE AGREEMENT signed with the Czech Republic for the 
promotion and reciprocal protection of investment is a step in 
the right direction as a declaration of interest in doing business 
on the part of both countries. But what needs to be done there- 
after is to turn this declaration of interest into a declaration of 
intent, and then solid action. 

To begin with, both parties need to take a step further by 
studying the possibilities that exist on the ground for joint ven- 
tures based on the opportunities every side can contribute to 
die other: An example of this is the interest the Czech side has 
shown in the transport project to be built between the tides of 
Amman and Zarqa and which is expected to cost around $ 100 
million. Obviously, the Czech side is interested in building 
the project and offering die technical and practical know-how. 

What is needed more is to find ground for joint ventures in 
which one side is die seller, and the other the buyer. One idea 
that comes to mind is the great expertise of the Czechs in the 
medical tourism industry, as they have become established 
worldwide for their health spas and medical centres. Jordan 
on the other hand, boasts two great attractions in this field, the 
Ma’am Spa and the Dead Sea. 

In addition to the promotion of investment, and raking into 
consideration the fact that the balance of trade between Jordan 
and the Czech Republic does not exceed $63 minion, of 
which only $300,000 represents Jordanian exports to the 
republic, is proof of bow much more could be done between 
the two countries especially concerning reciprocal trade mea- 
sures designed to allow Jor danian products greater access to 
Czech makers. 

Such market access does not only come as a result of a two- 
way governmental green light, but also through a serious 
effort on the part of the Jordanian private and public sectors 
towards studying the needs of the targeted market and then 
property marketing ow products there in a manner that 
achieves solid results. 

A few Jordanian companies have recognised this and have 
successfully managed to penetrate relatively diffi cult, markets 
including that of the USA. Their success famg as a result of 
a modem and professional approach towards doing business 
in a shrinking global economy, including aggressive market- 
ing techniques that take into consideration the local reality of 
the targeted market 

In other words, some companies have not only achieved a 
product of high quality at a price that can be pushed in a com- 
petitive arena, but they have also learned how to promote h 
and convince die market to accept it. 

In addition to bringing about a fair trade relationship with 
the Czech Republic, there is the obvipusmeed to beef up the 
trade balance ami raise the current figures to a size that mat- 
ters. "" 

The agreement signed between the two friendly countries is 
only a baby step towards achievin^a^ealfoy and worthwhile 
trade relationship. The same goes for the other 14 s imilar 
agreements Jordan has signed with other countries, namely 
the U.S., France. U.K., Germany, Italy, Switzerland, Algeria, 
Egypt. Yemen, Turkey, Indonesia, Romania, Tunisia and 
Malaysia. 


Rama Khouri 


Economic Review 


By Dr, Yusuf Mansur 


Will the EMU survive? 


GERMANY IS presently debating whether to continue 
its backing of the European Monetary Union (EMU). If 
its support continues, Germany and Europe will have to 
discard the Deutschmark. Therefore, it comes as no sur- 
prise that the subject is hotly debated in Europe and else- 
where, with many wishing to delay the birth of the EMU. 

There are some grounds for going ahead with the 
EMU: 1 ) economy of the EU is growing and it is expect- 
ed to exceed three per cent in 1998, which will reduce 
pressure on some of the member countries’ fiscal deficits 
and enable them to maintain current levels of deficit 
spending; 2) some countries, such as Finland, Ireland, 
Luxembourg and the Netherlands are close to a three per 
cent budget deficit — a requirement for countries wish- 
ing to join the EMU — and others will be close to this 
rate or even under it (Italy may even have a much lower 
deficit and thus become the first/founding member of the 
EMU); and 3) several heads of governments, such as 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl and the prime ministers of 
Belgium, Spain and Italy, continue to believe that the 
EMU is the choice for a stronger, more united Europe 
{France may join in because of the recent upsurge in the 
French economy, which would reduce pressure on the 
new government to release more funds for job creation 
and, in turn, place it in agreement with the three per cent 
budget deficit requirement of the EMU). 

There are also significant grounds for opposing the 
EMU, especially in Germany where the debate has been 
hearing up with the worsening of the economy and the 
fall of the mark compared to the dollar. After all, many in 
Germany claim that Chancellor Kohl’s drive for a single 
monetary unit is due more to his inflated ego (his gov- 
ernment witnessed die unification of Germany), than to 
common economic sense, particularly since the cost of 
unifying Germany has been extremely high from the very 


beginning. The severity of the cost of unity, for which 
Germans, and especially West Germans, have paid dear- 
ly, may cause a swing in German opinion polls against 
the EMU and Kohl would have to fight this one single- 
handed. 

To add to the confusion about the future of the EMU, 
Milton Friedman — the ever glamorous, highly influen- 
tial and ultra conservative Nobel economist — warned in 
a lecture at the start of the World Bank/IMF annual meet- 
ings in Hong Kong that the EMU will destroy the EU 
because “you need political unity before you can have 
monetary unity and in fact if the euro goes through, in my 
opinion it will tend to break up the European Union 
rather than to consolidate it” 

Who is to argue with the father of the Monetarist school 
and the man who, many claim, single-handedly revived 
the invisible hand of Adam Smith by saying that people 
tend to predict government actions and act rationally, - 
thus rendering government interferences in the economy 
useless and inflationary as the economy adjusts? One is 
reminded, however, that this great economist once said 
that the whole world should adopt the dollar as its offi- 
cial currency, and avoid the hassle of exchange rate expo- 
sure. Did his argument then entail that the U.S. would 
also unify the whole world under its banner politically? I 
think not It is possible that the great Milton Friedman, 
like many economists, is coming to grips with the fact 
that other factors, beside economics, tend to play major 
roles in the making or breaking of economic policy. 

Will the members of the EMU unite their exchange 
rates together and forever in Jan. 1, 1999? Will the voic- 
es of doom, or possibly reason, dictate thar further eco- 
nomic integration is necessary before this union of cur- 
rencies takes place? Two things may really help: a crys- 
tal baU and a stronger Deutsche Mark. 


Islam, Congress and the Christian 
fundamentalist right — heading where? 


By Jane Hunter 


AS ORDERED by the US. 
Congress, foe State 
Department on July 22 issued 
a report on foe treatment of 
Christians in 78 nations. The 
report; which describes oner- 
ous conditions for Chris tians 
in some Muslim countries and 

China, marks the first maj or 

success for a new coalition 
spearheaded by right-wing 
Christian groups and joined 
by some pro- Israel forces. 

Going country by country, 
foe report describes most 
majonty-Muslim states as 
permitting some amount of 
Christian worship and some, 
such as Jordan, facilitating it 
But almost all Muslim coun- 
tries limit proselytising, espe- 
cially to Muslims. While the 
report recounts in great detail 
China's suppression of 
autonomous Chris tian 
churches, it reserves its harsh- 
est language for the policies of 
Sudan, Saudi Arabia and Iran. 

In perhaps its most unequiv- 
ocal statement, the lengthy 
document declares: “Freedom 
of religion does not exist in 
Saudi Arabia." It then goes on 
to describe egregious 
instances of harassment and 
persecution and to gently 
stretch the margins of 
Washington’s traditionally 
low-key approach to Riyadh, 
noting that although forbid- 
den by law, most private reli- 
gious practise pnxseds with- 
out government interference 
and that private religious ser- 
vices “are held regularly on 
the grounds of at least one 
U.S. diplomatic facility in 
Saudi Arabia.” 

In Sudan, the report says, 
“forced conversion to Islam 
of Christians, animists, and 
other non-Muslims takes 
place as part of government 
policy.” In areas where foe 
long-running civil war contin- 
ues, foe government has 
restricted Christian churches 
and harassed clergy, the report 
states, adding: ‘There are 
reports thar many Christians 
are victims of slave raids and 
forced conversion, and that 
some Christian children have 
been forced into reeducation 
camps where they are given 
Arab names and raised as 
Muslims." 

The section on Iran says that' 
Christian worship is permitted 
but that the death penalty is 
prescribed for Muslim con- 
verts to other faiths. Few of 
these “apostates” have been 
judicially executed, but the 
report details a number of 
instances in which the gov- 
ernment is suspected of mur- 
dering or harming them. 

Some of foe most harrowing 
descriptions of Christian suf- 
fering detailed in the report 
are at foe hands of anti-gov- 
ernment Islamist forces in 
Egypt and Algeria and of 
Muslim religious extremists 
in Pakistan, although 
Islamabad’s anti-blasphemy 
law is mentioned as well 
Nevertheless, the activists 
pushing for U.S. action on 
Christians abroad often cite 


die anti-Coptic rampages in 
Egypt and foe ‘“programs” in 
Pakistan as star exhibits for 
their case that Christians are 
now die most persecuted 
believers in the world. 


China the target 


The coalition’s main objec- 
tive does not appear to be to 
turn the U.S. against these 
governments (even though 
legislation introduced by foe 
head of the New York City 
Council would bar tire city 
from doing business with 
companies and banks that 
have dealings with 15 nations, 
including Egypt, which, he 
says, routinely persecute 
Christians). From media com- 
mentaries and news reports, it 
seems clear that the foremost 
goal of the effort is to force a 
change in Washington's 
uncritical embrace of China. 

There is a great measure of 
die-hard anti-Communism in 
die coalition, which is drawn 
largely from the fundamental- 
ist Christian right. Nina Shea, 
foe leading theoretician of the 
campaign, has been quoted as 
saying that the countries per- 
secuting Christians “evidence 
a worldwide trend of anti- 
Christian persecution based 
on two political ideologies — 
Communism and militant 
Islam.” Sbea includes Cuba, 
Vietnam, Laos and 
Uzbekistan, along with China, 
on her list of the top eleven 
persecutors. She was a vocif- 
erous supporter of the CIA’s 
war against Nicaragua in foe 
1980s. 

The coalition has reportedly 
drawn in some Jewish sup- 
port Most mainstream Jewish 
organisations are likely to 
shun public identification 
with foe campaign because 
many of its right-wing 
Christian protagonists (with 
no evident awareness of the 
contradiction) have been hell- 
bent on imposing foeir reli- 
gious dictates on state and 
local government, education 
and health care in the U.S. But 
some U.S. Jewish groups, and 
die Israeli government, do 
work with rightist Christians 
because of their hardline pro- 
Israel policies. 

“Forward”, a New York- 
based Jewish weekly, sug- 
gested foe justification for 
Jewish interest in the cam- 
paign: “At a time when cer- 
tain liberal Protestant groups 
are moving to end Israeli sov- 
ereignty over Jerusalem, the 
persecution issue is one on 
which Jews and Christians 
can agree. But participants 
say foe campaign is not only 
about building inter-faith 
cooperation. It’s about help- 
ing those Christians who are 
being enslaved and killed 
because of their religion; it’s 
also about showing the world 
foe repressive nature of the 
regimes that are attacking 
Christians oc, at foe least per- 
mitting such attacks — 
regimes that tend to be hostile 
to both Israel and America.” 
One vehicle for Jewish 
involvement identified by 


‘Forward”, a group called 
Voices United, includes, 
according to foe Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency, factions 
of “messianic” (Cbrist-wor- 
shipping) Jews. Another vehi- 
cle, foe Coalition for foe 
Defence of Human Rights 
Under Islamisatioo, is made 
up largely of ethnic minorities 
from predominantly Muslim 
countries. It held a pro- 
gramme in Washington last 
May, addressed by Steven 
Emerson, an avidly pro-Israeli 
Jewish journalist and Bat 
Ye’oi; an Egyptian-bom 
leader of the anti-persecution 
effort. 

The May event led the 
American-Arab Anti- 
Discrimination Committee 
(ADC) to express concern 
that “the campaign seems 
timed to upset relations 
between Christians and 
Muslims as the debate over 
the status of Jerusalem is 
coming to centre stage.” The 
ADC also noted that “Zionist 
persecution of Muslims and 
the oldest of Christian com- 
munities is clearly off the 
agenda.” (Interestingly, foe 
State Department report's sec- 
tion on Israel focuses on 
harassment of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses by Ultra-Orthodox 
Jews and does not mention 
persecution of Palestinian 
Christians). 

Senator Alien Specter, a 
Pennsylvania Republican, has 
introduced legislation that 
would establish a special 
White House office on perse- 
cution and require sanctions 
against offending govern- 
ments. The State Department 
has already declared itself 
opposed to such an office, but 
it will have no choice in the 
matter. Last year; when 
pressed by foe then nascent 
coalition to establish a group 
within its own bureaucracy, 
the department finessed the 
activists, including among the 
20 appointments to its 
Advisory Committee on 
Religious Freedom Abroad 
mostly mainstream figures, as 
well as the hyperbolic Nina 
Shea. The State Department, 
some of whose officials have 
confided anonymously to 
reporters a distaste for sin- 
gling out Christians, has also 
limited the committee's man- 
date “to amplify U.S. concern 
and action about religious 
freedom and persecution” aod 
charged it with focusing on 
the role religions and foeir 
leaders can play in conflict 
resolution and reconphation. 

It is difficult to read the July 
22 report without wondering 
if the right-wing Christians 
who lobbied Congress hope 
ultimately to enlist the U.S. 
foreign policy apparatus to 
facilitate foeir missionary 
work. The authors handle 
with great delicacy foe issue 
of Christian missionaries in 
Muslim countries. In section 
after section, foe report notes 
that even in countries where 
their activities are not express- 
ly outlawed, missionaries are 
discouraged by such means as 
denial of visas and residency 


permits. 

However, in each of these 
instances, when the report 
details the U.S. corrective 
action that has been taken (a 
specific requirement by 
Congress), there is no men- 
tion of advocacy on behalf of 
foreign missionaries — only 
such bland statements as “foe 
United States has raised the 
issue of religious freedom 
with the government of 
Tunisia, and maintains an 
ongoing dialogue with 
Tunisia on human rights 
issues.” By . contrast, the 
report details U.S. interven- 
tion on behalf of foreign mis-, . . 
sionaries in a number of other 
countries, especially former 
Soviet republics. 

Ironically, some of the 
rejection U.S.-based 

Christian fundamentalists 
may be suffering now can be 
traced back to foe U.S. inter- 
ventionism of the 1970s and 
1980s, when the government 
used rightist religious groups 
as intelligence fronts or. espe- 
cially in Latin America, to 
undermine liberation -orient- 
ed Catholic churches. 
Vietnam, in particular, is 
touchy about U.S. missionar- 
ies. 
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Women in parliament 
■— more to be done 


- < 


By Waleed M. Sadi 


ON THE occasion of the 
convening of the 98th 
Inter-Parliamentary con- 
ference in Cairo, between 
Sept. 11 and 16, foe Inter- 
parliamentary Union 
(IPU) portrayed a disturb- 
ing picture of the low pro- 
file of women in parlia- 
ments not only in devel- 
oping countries but also in 
advanced states. It was 
shown that even in the 
Nordic countries, where 
women’s rates in parlia- 
ments readied the highest, 
they never exceeded 36.4 
per cent on average. In the 
rest of Europe, in Asia and 
in Latin America, the per- 
centage of women parlia- 
mentarians is nearly iden- 
tical: it stands at about 13 
^ per cent only. In the Arab 
World, women score the 
least, their membership in 
parliament being as low 
as 3.2 per cent. 

At a time when there are 
constant international and 
regional efforts to 
enhance the role of 
women in parliamentary 
life, it is disheartening to 
see that women are 
nowhere near the target of 
reaching equality with 
men, even in 
Scandinavian stares. This 
suggests that' something is 
wrong in foe process that 
aims to attain gender 
equality. When even in 
Sweden women occupy 
only 141 seats out of a 
total of 349, there must be 
reasons of social, eco- 
nomic and cultural nature 
that may explain (his low 
proportion of women in 
parliamentary life. 

It is not for lack of 
appropriate legislation on 
the subject of equality 
between sexes that 
women do not gain mem- 
bership in parliament or 
are prevented from attain- 
ing their proportional role. 
The real reason for the 
low representation of 
women in legislature 
across the globe may dif- 
fer from one culture to 
another and from one 
country to another, but the 
end result is the same: 
women are still far away 
from reaching their goal 
of equality with men in 
matters that count most. 

No wonder the 98th 
Inter-Parliamentary con- 
ference also had on its 
agenda an item entitled: 
“Women's access to par- 
liament: challenges and 
prospects." Under this 
item, women parliamen- 


tarians were invited to 
share their personal expe- 
riences with foeir col- 
leagues at the conference 
in a bid to learn from them 
and draw the proper con- 
clusions, while bearing in 
mind the final declaration 
of the New Delhi 
Conference on the theme 
“Towards partnership 
between men and women 
in politics.” 

The scope of discussion 
included the nomination 
process, party support to 
women candidates, find- 
ing the proper funding to 
conduct electoral cam- 
paigns, contacts with the 
media and media support 
to women candidates, the 
quota system and other 
related issues. 

Here in Jordan, foe 
major political parties can 
go a long way to enhance 
the role of women in par- 
liamentary life by endors- 
ing a greater number of 
them as candidates for foe 
upcoming national elec- 
tions. Women groups 
which champion the cause 
of gender equality can 
also assist in funding elec- 
toral campaigns for 
women. 

Few Jordanian women 
enjoy the kind of econom- 
ic independence that is 
needed to defray the huge 
expenses of election cam- 
paigns. Encouraging 
women to enter election 
races is no easy task; it 
calls for a multi-faceted 
approach, over and above 
the price tag of running an 
election campaign. There 
are still social and psy- 
chological barriers, in 
addition to political hard- 
ships. that prevent or dis- 
courage women from run- 
ning for a parliamentary 
seat The least we can do. 
as a country, even at this 
late hour is to increase 
women membership in 
the Senate. 

As is, J the situation of 
women in Jordan, espe- 
cially where it comes to 
sharing political power 
with men, leaves much to 
be desired. A more con- 
certed effort needs to be 
undertaken to strike an 
equitable balance between 
men and women in our 
fledgling democracy. This 
is where political parties 
of different persuasions 
can bring their clout and 
pressure to bear down on 
the continuing effort to 
see more women in par- 
liament, in a bid to make 
Jordan that much more 
democratic. 
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What matters more 


To the Editor: 


IF THERE were one phrase that would 
define how Americans understand the 
world, it would be "perception is reali- 
ty.” It means, as far as we are concerned, 
that most Americans do not have time to 
understand the complexities and prob- 
lems of the Middle East conflict. So they 
rely on their perceptions. 

American perceptions are forged not 
by the political leaders they elect to rep- 
resent them in the White House or in the 
Congress, but at the movie houses and 
theatres where hundreds of films are 
made each year that portray the Arab 
World and the Palestinian cause in 
viciously negative ways. 

I would say that Hollywood, not 
Congress, is the greater threat to the 
righteousness of the Arab cause. 

People in the Arab World do not seem 
to really grasp the significance and sad- 
ness of this fact. 

Americans do not care about who is 
right or wrong: they do not care about 
our pain or suffering: they do not care 
about the righteousness of our cause. No 
wonder they support Israel, the primary 
aggressor in the Middle East, and they 
dislike the Palestinians who are the main 
victims of this Israeli aggression. 

Americans care about image: what 
they see. what they hear. 

If an Israeli and a Palestinian are pre- 
sented by an American TV station, and it 
happened many times over the past 50 
years or more, and they are asked to 
concisely present their case, the 
Americans will almost always feel sym- 
pathy for the Israeli precisely because of 
perception forged by Hollywood 
movies. 


tioned Americans into believing that 
Israelis are good, and that Palestinians 
and Arabs are bad. 

If you do not “sound" American. 
Americans will not support you. In years 
past. Israeli lobbyists have taken great 
care to project themselves as “ordinary" 
Americans, while Arab spokesmen have 
retained their Arab characteristics, of 
dress and speaking habits. 

That is one reason why most 
Americans do not like Yasser Arafat, an 
engineer who gave up his profession to 
fight for a just cause and of whose 
English and 5-day beard Americans 
moke fun. It sounds unfortunate that 
Americans would look past foe pain of 
the Palestinian people and instead focus 
on something so superficial as ‘looks’’, 
but it is true. 

This perception is reinforced by 
Hollywood. Israel has done a great job 
of manipulating public opinion in 
America, through the newspapers and 
other publications, but mostly by influ- 
encing Hollywood movies. Of some 250 
movies made in Hollywood that address 
Middle East subjects, almost all rely °jj 
negative stereotypes of Arabs. The Arab 
World should not concentrate on infl u ‘ 
encing the U.S. politics solely foroujP 
the White House, the Congress and otnj 
political agencies: it would be better on 
lobbying Hollywood and trying to pf°" 
duce movies that correct the Arab unsjjP 
and portray Israel in its true light, as the 
aggressor in Middle East. 

1 am sure that one well done mow 
that portrays the Arab World in a p 03 ' 
live light would have more 
the American public than all the lobby 
ing the Arab World is doing in Cong*® 55, 
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PNAsho W prisoners to foreign media i Water cr i s i s i n Palestinian territory 


(Continued from page l j 

rounded up around 
1,000 suspected mili- 
tants in Gaza and the 
West Bank. 

“The objective of this 
secret apparatus is to 
carry out attacks against 
Jews,” Mr. Ashour, 41, 
said in the section’s 
small exercise yard 
where prisoners gather 
during the day. 

“Last year’s crack- 
down has hurt the move- 
ment and affected its 
military operations but 
the military wing in 
Hamas has the ability to 
develop itself and find 
replacements,” he said. 

Israel, with United 
States backing, has 
accused Mr. Arafat of 
operating a “revolving 
door” policy towards 
militants since the 1996 
clampdown, subse- 
quently releasing most 
of them from jail. 

It says progress in the 
tattered peace process 
will remain on hold until 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) 

destroys the “terrorist 
infrastructure” in self- 
rule areas. 

The demands for 
another mass crackdown 
have been rejected by 
Palestinians as “dic- 
tates” made by Israel’s 
hardline Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu to 
weaken Mr. Arafat’s 
legitimacy. 

“We are not going to 
carry out mass arrests 
after every bombing,” 
the deputy head of pre- 
ventive security in Gaza, 
Rashid Abu Shbak, said 


in an interview. “I need 
sufficient proof to anest 
someone,” he said. 

He said measures were 
being taken against 
Hamas "in order to pro- 
tect ourselves” from any 
attempt by the move^ 
ment to take over the 
PNA and called for 
regional and internation- 
al security cooperation 
against “terrorism.” 

“Even if we - smash 
Hamas here, if the fund- 
ing and leadership are 
abroad our work is in 
vain,” Mr! Abu Shbak 
said. 

He said Hamas politi- 
cal leader Musa Abu 
Marzouk had called for 
attacks against Israel 
from Jordan, where he 
has lived since his 
release from a New York 
jail last May. 

Hamas supporters in 
Saudi Arabia were also 
able to fund the move- 
ment through financial 
transfers via London and 
other western European 
cities, Mr. Abu Shbak 
said. 

None of the five sui- 
cide bombers who car- 
ried out the most recent 
suicide attacks in 
Jerusalem has so far 
been identified either by 
Israeli or Palestinian 
security forces. 

Mr. Abu Shbak said 
several people had been 
detained since the 

bombings in Gaza on 
suspicion of extremist 
violence but none of the 
arrests was in connec- 
tion with the Jerusalem 
attacks. 

Access to those 

detainees, who remain 


under questioning in 
preventive security 
cells, was not possible 
and prisoners at the cen- 
tral jail spoke in the 
presence of warders. 

' At the jail, which has 
more than 450 inmates, 
the political prisoners 
live in rooms decorated 
with gilded cardboard 
models of Jerusalem’s 
Dome of the Rock and 
Al-Aqsa Mosque and 
posters of Islamic fun- 
damentalist leaders. 

Fewer than one third 
of the detainees have 
been charged or tried, 
according to prison offi- 
cials. 

One of the political 
prisoners who had been 
sentenced, Omar Abdal- 
lah Shallah, 32, said he 
had been arrested in 
1995 and identified him- 
self as a brother of the 
leader of the Islamic 
Jihad movement, 

Ramadan Shallah. 

Mr. Shallah said he 
had been accused of 
planning the killing by 
Islamic Jihad suicide 
bombers of 21 Israelis, 
all but one of them sol- 
diers, at a bus stop in 
central Israel in January 
1995. 

He said the prisoners 
saw little prospect of 
imminent release fol- 
lowing a visit to the 
Middle East this month 
by U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine 

Albright that focused on 
security. 


By Elias M. Zananiri 

IT ALL looks like living at 
the Arctics, only a little dif- 
ferent. There, they have six 
months night and six 
months day. Here, in many 
of the West Bank towns, 
they receive water for six 
months and then remain 
without water supplies for 
six months. Bethlehem and 
Hebron areas, south of 
Jerusalem, ‘ are the most 
affected by the unjust distri- 
bution of water between 
Palestinians and Jewish set- 
tlers in their surroundings. 

The control is in Israel’s 
hands. The underground 
wells supply water without 
any limits to the Jewish set- 
tlements, but small quanti- 
ties go to the Palestinian 
towns and villages in the 
area. Israel blames it on the 
water infrastructure in the 
Palestinian territories while 
choosing to ignore the fact 
that it controlled the area 
for the past three decades, 
since the June 1967 war, 
and did no thing to repair 
that infrastructure. 

Besides, when setting up 
the infrastructure for the 
settlements’ water supply, it 
so happens that not only are 
the Palestinian territories 
ignored, but even work is 
done in such a way that the 
vast majority of water goes 
directly to the system that 
supplies water to the Jewish 
settlements, giving them 
top priority. 

According to official esti- 


Israel eases closure slightly amidst Palestinian 
protest over banning call to prayer in Hebron 


(Continued from page 1) 

discredit Palestinians, offi- 
cials said. 

Following a massive 
manhunt by Israeli troops 
and police. Yaakov 
Schwartz, 63, was found 
last Wednesday in a house 
near the Gaza Strip with his 
ankles and wrists loosely 
bound. 

Mr. Schwartz, an ultra- 
Orthodox Jew who was 
viciously * opposed to the 
peace process with the 
Palestinians, at First told 
police he had been abduct- 
ed bv two Palestinian mili- 


tants. But he finally admit- 
ted to police Sunday that he 
had made up the story. 

Authorities who spent 
some $300,000 hunting for 
Mr. Schwanz in the belief 
he had been abducted by 
Palestinians, said they were 
collecting evidence to press 
charges. 

Meanwhile, the mother of 
Yahya Ayash, the Palestin- 
ian bomb maker assassinat- 
ed by presumed Israeli 
agents in January 1996, has 
been setenced to jail by an 
Israeli court for complicity 
in her son’s actions, the 
army said Sunday. 


Aisha Ayash, 52, was sen- 
tenced to 40 days in jail 
plus a two-year suspended 
prison term but has already 
served enough time in pre- 
ventive detention to cover 
the sentence, a military 
spokesman said. 

Aisha Ayash, who lives 
on the West Bank, was 
accused of acting as a 
courier in 1995 between 
West Bank activists of the 
Islamic Resistance move- 
ment (Hamas) and her son 
in the autonomous Gaza 
Strip. 

She allegedly brought 
messages to her son from 


the West Bank militants and 
brought back a pistol from 
the Gaza Strip. 

Yehiya Ayash. nicknamed 
The Engineer for his bomb- 
making skills, was held 
responsible by Israel for a 
series of suicide bomb 
attacks. He was killed in 
January 1996 when a cellu- 
lar phone presumably 
booby-trapped by the 
Israeli secret services, blew 
up in his face. 

Hamas retaliated with a 
new series of suicide bomb- 
ings in February of 1996 
which left dozens dead. 


Arab League agrees to allow MENA 
summit amidst ongoing boycott calls 


(Continued from page 1) 

Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and 
reaffirmed Arab coopera- 
tion with Washington to 
revive the stalled peace 
process with Israel. 

The foreign ministers 
meanwhile adopted a series 
of resolutions, notably one 
confirming “the pursuit of 
the halt of normalisation 
steps with Israel in light of 
the peace process.” 

They linked their decision 
to "Israel’s return to the 
guidelines of the Madrid 
conference and the princi- 
ple for land-for- peace and 
the implementation of the 


agreements it has struck 
with the Arabs in the peace 
process.” 

They also slammed 
Israel’s settlement policies 
in Jerusalem and the’ Pales- 
tinian territories and called 
for a halt of settlement con- 
struction. 

The foreign ministers also 
urged the international 
community to withhold 
funds for Israel which 
could be used to build set- 
tlements, warning that 
Israeli policies “have a dan- 
gerous impact on the peace 
process and threaten to 
destroy it." 

The meeting also adopted 
a resolution voicing con- 


cern over Turitish-Israeli- 
U.S. naval manoeuvres 
expected to take place in 
the eastern Mediterranean 
in November. 

“These manoeuvres rep- 
resent a threat to stability in 
the region and a negative 
development which does 
not contribute to efforts 
aimed at achieving just and 
comprehensive peace in the 
region,” a statement said. 

They urged Ankara to 
“reconsider its military 
cooperation with Israel,” a 
reference to a military pact 
signed between the two 
countries in February 1996. 

The Arab foreign minis- 
ters also urged Turkey, 


Syria and Iraq to hold as 
soon as possible negotia- 
tions on water sharing. 

They also decided to defy 
U.S. -led international sanc- 
tions imposed on Libya 
over its involvement in the 
1988 bombing of a passen- 
ger plane over Lockerbie in 
Scotland that killed 270 
people. 

According to the state- 
ment, Arab countries will 
allow planes carrying 
Libyan leader Muammer 
Qadhafi to land on their 
territory and will authorise 
other flights for humanitar- 
ian and religious purposes. 


Palestinian claims he still 
owns east Jerusalem house 


(Continued from page 11 
the land but had been pre- 
vented from doing so by the 
government 

In an effort to calm vehe- 
ment Palestinian reaction to 
the creation of a new Jewish 
enclave in a disputed part of 


Jerusalem, the Israeli govern- 
ment last week agreed the 
families would move out 
But it allowed them to be 
replaced by 10 religious 
students who were to reno- 
vate and guard the property. 

Palestinians rejected the 


so-called compromise and 
accused the Israelis of try- 
ing to preempt scheduled 
negotiations on the future 
of Jerusalem and other final 
status issues concerning 
occupied Palestinian areas. 

East Jerusalem was occu- 


pied and unilaterally 
annexed by Israel in 1967. 
The Palestinians hope to 
make it the capital of a 
future state while Israel 
insists it will remain pan of 
the country’s “eternal capi- 
tal." 


Government, opposition charge each other for failure to launch dialogue 


Continued from page 1) 
Aftion Front, the Jordanian 
Arab Constitutional Front, 
the National Action Front, 
Hasbd, A1 Haq. AI Mus- 


raqbal. ihe Jordanian Democ- and representatives of a 
ratic Popular Unity Party, the group in the making under 
Democratic Popular Nation- the leadership of Leith 
alist Movement, die Union of Shbeilar, president of the Jor- 
Professional Associations, dan Engineers Association, 


as well as representatives of 
82 independent personalities 
who three weeks ago pub- 
lished a pro-boycott declara- 
tion. 


whose hand on the tap? 


mates, the Bethlehem dis- 
trict for instance, needs 
some 700 cubic metres per 
hour. Yet, what Israel 
pumps through the water 
system for the area is no 
more than half of this 
amount. In Jewish settle- 
ments surrounding Hebron 
and Bethlehem, the settlers 
have enjoyed the luxury of 
having swimming pools, 
green lawns and gardens 
and even the chance to 
wash their cars daily out- 
side their houses. For the 
overwhelming majority of 
Palestinians living in the 
area, water shortage is so 
serious that they have to 
resort to alternative 
sources, buying tap water 
from Israelis or collecting 
water from the nearest 
wells in the area. 

Financially-stable Pales- 
tinian families can afford 
buying water from 
whichever source is avail- 
able. They also can afford 
buying huge water reser- 
voirs on their roofs and fill- 
ing them with water for use 
when needed. For them 
water shortage is a matter 
of inconvenience. For oth- 
ers, it is a matter of sur- 
vival. Needy families or 
those families with limited 
income rely on their chil- 
dren or wives to ride their 
donkeys or their bicycles, if 
they are lucky enough to 
afford having oDe, to go to 
the nearest well for water. 

Yousef, a 10-year-old 
child, spends most of his 


day shuttling on a donkey 
between his house, in AI 
Khader village, and the 
water spring in Anas vil- 
lage. The trip takes him 
some two hours. 

“At the beginning I 
enjoyed doing it. If felt like 
a new way of entertain- 
ment. But now I am so 
bored doing the same thing 
every day, sometimes more 
than three times a day.” said 
Yousef, dressed in old 
shorts and a T-shirt. 
Besides, he added, traffic is 
heavy on the main road out 
of Bethlehem towards 
Hebron. I often have to 
fight with my donkey to 
steer him back to the side- 
walk. I want neither of us to 
be run over by one of those 
cars driving aloDg the 
road," he said. 

Mahmoud Jaafari. of 
Dheisheb refugee camp, is 
68. He remembers how. as a 
child, he used to do almost 
the same job for his fattier. 
Today, he too goes to the 
well in the nearby Artas vil- 
lage to collect some water. 
“Many things have changed 
in the last four decades, 
except for the water prob- 
lem. I am still living in the 
thirties, working hard for 
every drop of water I drink, 
while Jewish settlements in 
the surroundings have 
much more water than they 
need,” he said. 

Rizeq Yaacob is an 
employee of the Palestinian 
Water Commission in the 
Bethlehem district Before 


the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) was pro- 
claimed in 1994. he had 
worked with the Israeli 
civil administration's water 
department His job is to 
monitor water distribution 
in his district. As such, his 
duty, on an almost fortnight 
basis, is to open up some 
water taps and close others. 

In other words, if the east- 
ern parts of the district 
receive tap water for two 
weeks, the western side has 
to wait for two weeks for its 
turn to come. 

"There is a serious short- 
age of water in the area,” 
admitted Mr. Yaacob, not- 1 
mg that his job is to try, and i 
partially satisfy, the resi- T 
dents of the area. « 

Despite his efforts and 
those of the employees in 
his department. Mr. Yaacob 
has failed. Some families 
said they had not received 
water for at least two years. 
One family said no water 
tap has run through their 
pipes for more than -five 
years and that they have 
finally dropped the hope of 
being hooka! up to the sys- 
tem. This family now relies 
on water it buys from dif- 
ferent sources. 

According to Mr. Yaacob, 
the settlers consume in one 
hour more water than all 
Palestinians in the area do - 
in one day. Statistics that 
were published two years 
ago show that Palestinian 
water consumption was 35 
cubic metres per person per 


year, while that of the set- 
tlers was 106 mcm per 
annum. 

Water, along with bor- 
ders, status of settlements, 
refugees and the question 
of Jerusalem, are issues left 
for deliberations between 
the Palestinian National 
Authority and Israel in the 
final status calks. 

Palestinian sources blame 
Israel for trying to deter- 
mine the shape of the final 
status by introducing uni- 
lateral steps that affect each 
of those outstanding issues. 
As far as the water crisis is 
concerned. Palestinians are 
not allowed to dig new 
wells in their areas because 
of Israeli fears that subter- 
ranean water resources 
might be affected. But the 
real purpose, Palestinians 
argue, is Israel's intention 
to keep its hand on the taps. 

“Whoever has his hand on 
the tap can control the fine 
details of the other’s daily 
life. Israel is imposing a 
general siege on the PNA 
areas and gives itself the 
right to decide how many 
glasses of water Palestini- 
ans are allowed, or rather 
not allowed, to drink,” said 
Mahmoud Jaafari. 

The writer, who worked for 
the WTN and MBC televi- 
sions, is currently corre- 
spondent for the Gulf Today 
and the Jerusualem Times. 
He contributed this article 
to the Jordan Times. 


IHE HOUSING SANK JORDAN 

FUND E.C. 


The Housing Bank (Jordan) is pleased to announce the commencement of 
subscription to the Housing Bank Jordan Fund E.C. (a mutual fund) which is 
managed by Alliance Capital Management L.P. - a leading U.S. investment 
manager with extensive experience in the Middle East maikets . 

THE HOUSING BANK JORDAN FUND E.C. 

is the first ever country fund dedicated to investing only in the 

Jordanian Securities 


♦Type ; 

# Registration ; 

♦Listing & Trading : 

♦ Investment objective and 
Policy : 


•Fund Currency : 

♦Initial Subscription Price : 
♦Minimum Subscription : 

• Investment manager : 
♦Sponsor & Advisor : 

♦Custodian : 

♦Administrator : 

» ♦Sub-Custodian : 

♦Sub-Administrator : 


Closed end for the first three years, open end thereafter 
Bahrain 

Amman Financial Market (AFM) & Bahrain Stock 

Exchange (BSE) 

Long term capital appreciation through investment in a 
diversified portfolio of Jordanian securities , fixed 

income and Pre-IPO 

Up to JP 20,000,000 ' 

Jordanian Dinar (JOD) 

JOD 100 per share 

10 Shares (costing 1000 JOD) * 

Alliance Capital Management L.P. - e 
The Housing Bank (Jordan) 

Arab Banking Corporation (Bahrain) 

Arab Banking Coiporation (Bahrain) 

The Housing Bank (Jordan) 


♦Sub-Administrator : The Housing Bank (Jordan) 

♦Transfer & Registrar Agent : Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Int’l (Bahra in) 

♦ Sub-Registrar : The Housing Bank (Jordan) 

M Subscription period starts on Sept 15th 1997 and will end on October 
16th 1997 . , 

m Subscription can be made through any of the Housing Bank branches in 
Jordan and Palestine . 



AN IHIERKATIONAL C0HHBU3AL BANK ********* 


Save water ... every drop counts! 


****** “‘ 



WTO backs open financial service markets 


GENEVA (R) — World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 
economists said Monday 
developing as well as indus- 
trialised countries stood to 
win major benefits if a pact 
opening up the global finan- 
cial services industry were 
reached this year. 

In a study issued after a 
new round of talks left 


prospects for a deal cloudy 
following the summer’s cur- 


following the summer’s cur- 
rency turmoil in key South 
East Asian economies, they 
also argued that commit- 
ment to liberalisation could 
help avoid such problems in 
the future. 

“Significant benefits are 
likely to arise from liberali- 
sation of financial services 
trade,” said the report, 
describing the multi-billion 
dollar sector as “the back- 
bone of modern economies.” 

Enhanced competition 
would improve the efficien- 
cy and service to the cus- 


tomer, whether governments 
or individuals, across the 
banking, insurance and 
securities industry which 
provides millions of jobs 
around the globe, the study 
said 

In a comment clearly 
referring to the recent Asian 
crisis which mainly hit Thai- 
land, Malaysia and Indone- 
sia, the WTO economists 
said freer markets in the sec- 
tor would offer “better 
rq,eans of managing risks 
and absorbing shocks." 

Opening up, they said, 
"will induce governments to 
improve macroeconomic 
management domestic poli- 
cy interventions in credit 
markets and financial sector 
regulation and supervision.” 

The message, also voiced 
by both United States and 
European Union (EU) offi- 
cials in contacts with Asian 
governments in recent 
weeks, was summarised 


bluntly in Hong Kong at the 
weekend by the WTO's first 
director-general, Peter 
Sutherland 

Referring to the crisis and 
suggestions from some 
regional leaders that foreign 
operators were to blame, the 
now chairman of the Gold- 
man Sachs International 
merchant banking firm 
declared: “Liberalisation is 
the cure, not the cause." 

Speaking before a meeting 
of the International Mone- 
tary Fund and World Bank 
at which prospects for the 
financial services pact will 
be discussed Mr. Suther- 
land said Asian governments 
were wrong to conclude 
they could not open up more 
now. 

It was, he said “the very 
shortcomings in existing 
financial structures and reg- 
ulatory re gim es which have 
helped exacerbate recent 
difficulties... 


“Liberalisation should 
produce strong financial 
systems, reduce risk and 
make currency volatility 
manageable,” declared the 
Irish one-time EU competi- 
tion commissioner who 
steered the 1986-93 world 
trade negotiations to a suc- 
cessful conclusion. 

But diplomats and busi- 
ness leaders in Geneva for 
last week’s negotiations on a 
pact under the WTO 
umbrella agreed there had 
been little headway in per- 
suading the three key Asian 
states hit by the crisis to 
make better offers on open- 
ing markets. 

U.S. officials, who have 
softened their public stance 
since they walked out of ear- 
lier talks in 1995 arguing 
major emerging economies 
were not offering enough for 
a financial services pact, 
said they understood the 
political problems faced by 


the South East Asians. 

They agreed they had 
hoped to be deeper into 
negotiations less than 90 
days before the Dec. 12 
deadline for a pact, but said 
emerging economy envoys 
had given them a good idea 
of where advances might be 
possible before then. 

Washington argues that 
other countries must agree 
to wider — even if phased 
— opening of their markets 
before it can agree to a pact 
throwing open its own sec- 
tor under WTO rules that 
bar discrimination among 
trading partners. 

WTO Director General 
Renato Ruggiero, who will 
be pushing for more inten- 
sive discussion among 
finance ministers in Hong 
Kong this week, said the 
negotiations were “on a 
good track” especially after 
a new offer from Singapore. 

And U.S. business sources 


from the financial services 
sector said last week's talks 
had been more positive than 
they expected among the 
some 60 countries taking an 
active part, but foresaw 
other obstacles ahead and 
not just from South East 
Asia. 

“Brazil could still be a 
major problem," said one, 
pointing to “real barriers” 
for foreign batiks and insur- 
ance companies in the vast 
Latin American country 
with a population of some 
150 milli on — some nine 
times more than Malaysia. 

India, whose largely- 
closed insurance market is 
of strong interest to U.S.- 
and EU-based firms, could 
also prove a stumbling 
block, he added. 


World Bank calls on Asia 


World Bank says China can 


to lure infrastructure investors maintain spectacular growth path 


HONG KONG (AFP) — High 
risks and transaction costs in 
most Asian countries are ham- 
pering investments in Asian 
infrastructure, estimated to 
require two (zillion dollars in 
the next decade, the World 
Bank has said. 

Gautam Kap, the bank’s 
managing director, said Asia 
needed to solve this infrastruc- 
ture bottleneck if it was to sus- 
tain economic growth well into 
the next century. 

Wodd Bank experts say pri- 
vate sector capital is critical to 
fending the buMng of roads, 
airports, power plants and 
telecommunications systems 


needed to sustain Asa’s 
growth, as state coffers could 
not cope alane. 

However, many businesses 
have been reluctant to invest in 
these projects because of poor 
regulations, high bidding costs, 
expensive financing terms and 
weak domestic capital m»rfa»K 

“Asian policy-makers and 
private sector executives agree: 
The binding constraint to 
increasing private investment is 
not the lack of financing, but 
rather excessive risk-to-reward 
ratios and high transaction costs 
in most countries in the region” 
Ml Gautam said in a World 
Bank seminar 




A LARGE JOINT VENTURE COMPANY AT 
AMMAN HAS A VACANCY FOR THE 
POSITION OF PERSONAL SECRETARY . 
ATTRACTIVE SALARY PACKAGE WILL BE 
OFFERED TO SUITABLE CANDIDATES . 


CANDIDATE SHOULD POSSESS 

- INSTITUTE DIPLOMA (SECRETARIAL) WITH 
KNOWLEDGE OF SHORTHAND AND PC 
OPERATIONS. 

- FLUENCY IN BOTH ARABIC & ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE (READING , WRITING AND SPOKEN). 

- CAPACITY TO TRANSLATE FROM ARABIC TO 
ENGLISH AND VICE VERSA . 

- COMPREHENSIVE KNOWLEDGE OF 
SECRETARIAL DUTIES , ENGLISH AND ARABIC 
TYPEWRITING. 

- MINIMUM FIVE YEARS EXPERIENCE AS 
PERSONAL SECRETARY. 


He told the seminar that 
many goverment policies made 
it hard for the private sector “to 
arrange fee right financial struc- 
ture.” 

“The message is clear Coun- 
tries that want to encourage pri- 
vate investment need to create 
an enviro nmen t feat is more 
conducive to private invest- 
ment,” be said. 

While private sector invest- 
ment in East Asian infrastruc- 
ture had increased to between 
14 and 18 per cent of total 
investments in 1996 from 10 
per cent fee past few years, this 
was still below fee required 
share of 30 per cent in the next 
five years. Me Gautam said. 

Counting the costs of Asia's 
infrastructure problems, Mr. 
Gautam said 1.7 per cent of 
metropolitan Bangkok’s gross 
domestic product was lost due 
to huge traffic jams. 

Nine per cent of deaths in 
India, for example, could be 
attributed to diseases caused by 
poor water supply and sanita- 
tion, he added 

“If Asia is to maintain and 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
China feces formidable chal- 
lenges in maintaining its spec- 
tacular growth, after expanding 

fourfold in the past 15 years, 
but it has fee capacity to meet 
them, fee World Bank has said 
The country was developing 
from a rural to an industrialised 


increase its competitiveness, 
improve fee quality of life of its 
people, and continue its 
progress toward a greater role 
in the global economy, it must 
address the demand for infra- 
structure,” fee World Bank offi- 
cial sressed 


economy in one or two genera- 
tions, a process feat took cen- 
turies in Europe, while it also 
was treading the “treacherous” 
path from a command- to mar- 
ket-led economy. 

The Wodd Bank report, 
China 2020: Development 
Challenges in fee New Centu- 
ry. said China faced risks 
immediately ahead including: 

— Banks and state enterpris- 
es: Banks have weakened as 
have the state enterprises which 
borrow from them. Although 
stale support precludes any 
bank collapse, “the cost of bail- 
ing But the banks is high and 
rising.” 

— Reform of state firms and 
jobs: “Risftg" unemployment in 
some cities could discourage 
the government from pursuing 
state enterprise reform.” This 
would lead to a domino effect 
through the economy leaving 
China looking ‘less like its East 
Asian partners and more like 
Latin America.” 

— The environment: 
Delayed enterprise reforms 
could slow growth and hamper 


efforts to dean fee environ- 
ment. “Pollution of both air and 
water could rise sharply.” 

— The government’s fiscal 
position: “Without reform, a 
broad range of needed public 
expenditures in health, educa- 
tion. infrastructure and the 
environment would be jeopar- 
dised" 

But the World Bank said 
China could overcome these 
challenges. 

“While the difficulties ahead 
should not be underestimated 
neither should China’s 
strengths — relative stability, a 
remarkably high savings rare, a 
strong track record of pragmat- 
ic reforms, a supportive Chi- 
nese diaspora and a growing 
administrative capacity,” it 
explained 

To improve its chances of 
success, C hina would require 
skilled economic management, 
a supportive world economy 
and domestic social stability, 
the Wodd Bank said. 

The repot outlined two sce- 
narios for how China would 
look in 2020, depending on 
whether fee pace of reform was 
maintained or was allowed to 
slow or halt 

A lack of reform would lead 
to slower growth and 
“Sinosclerosis,” it said “It 
would remain a low-income 
economy wife a diminishing 
presence in world markets." 


The Wodd Bank said fee 
other vision of China in 2020. 
after sustained reform, was of a 
country that was . “competitive, 
caring and confident’’ in its 
record of having eliminated 
poverty. 

“By 2020 this China would 
be the second largest trading 
nation in the world and a major 
force in grain and energy mar- 
kets.” the report emphasised 
The repot said feat forecast- 
ing growth in China was com- 
plex and subject to wide varia- 
tions by 2020. but died one 
projection in which savings 
rates fell from 40 percent to 35 
per cent and productivity 
growth eased slightly. 

“In tins scenario. GDP (gross 
domestic product) growth 
would be 8.4 per cent a year 
between 1996 and 2000 ... and 
would average 6.6 per cent over 
the 25 years until 2020," it said 
“By 2020 per capita incomes 
in China would be approaching 
those of Portugal today but 
would still be less than half of 
those in the United States.” the 
World Bank pointed out. 

The projection would see 
China’s GDP growth easing 
from nine to ten per cent cur- 
rently to 5.5 percent in 2020 as 
the economy manned the 
labour force stopped growing 
and return from capital dimiiy 
ished 


CAR FOR SALE 


QUALIFIED CANDIDATES MAY SEND THEIR 
APPLICATIONS WITH CV. IN ENGLISH AND 
RECENT PHOTOGRAPH ON OR BEFORE 5.10.1997 
TO:- 

MANAGER (ADMIN & PERSONNEL) 

P.O. BOX 926787 , AMMAN 11110 


MERCEDES BfeNZ 230E Model 92, 
excellent condition, first owner (physician), 
silver metallic colour. Foreign plate, 
full options. Price JD12,500. 

Call: Mobile 079/33143 / or 
(after 7 p.m.) call Tel. 5524833 


TO LET 

Fully furnished flat, first floor, 2 bedrooms, 
kitchen, bathroom, telephone, satellite,. garage, 
central heating. Location: Shmeisani, Tyche 
Hotel area. 

Tel.: 601795 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Boost 
5 Fiber plant 
10 Minnesinger 


15 Singing voice 

16 Sandusky's take 

17 Pearl Buck 


18 Frighten 

19 Kind of bean 

20 Muttflngual 
22 Arachnid 

24 Bamako's land 

25 Suit to — 

26 Paragon 



34 Dodges 

36 Golf club 

37 Legal matter 

38 Eternal city 

39 Wading bird 

41 Charges 

42 Workers' gp. 

43 — it up {have 

fun) 

44 Lubricant 

46 Vietnam dialect 

49 Mosquito genus 

50 Moslem ruier 

51 Fal 

53 Befallen 
56 Newly 
discovered 
comet 

60 Israeli airline 

61 Explode 

63 On the briny 

64 —out 
(distribute) 

65 Perception 

66 Applaud 

67 Vaticinate r 

68 Old World 
falcon 

69 City of India 


laaai 


by By Virginia B. Hopewell 


9 Astronaut Ned 


DOWN 

1 Stage pecs 

2 French 
composer 

3 Orsk*s river 

4 Jupiter satefDte 

5 In any way 

6 City in 
W&xtnsin 

7 Med. subj. 

8 N.T. book: abbr. 


10 Credo 

11 Uninteresting 

12 Frost 

13 Cherished 
21 Strong wind 
23 Hammer part 

25 Flying prefix 

26 Deserva 

27 Convex molding 

28 Pythias' pal 

30 Adds to the staff 

31 Mountain 
nymph 

32 D^fla of song 

33 Curves 

35 Ouatrty of luster 

40 At any time 

41 Evaluate 


□□□□ □□□□ EQEQQ 
□□□□ □□□□ □□□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□ QL30BB 
QC1QQQQQ □□□□□□□ 
□□□□□ □□QOQ 
L □□□□□ ULJUCJIIID 
□□□□ □□□□□□ □□□ 
□□□ □□□□□□□ □□□ 
□□□ nOQQQD □□□□ 
GJQQBnQ □□□□□ 

O0BQCJ C3DODQ 

□□□DQQ E3E3LHZH3DQ 
!!□□□ □DBQ □□□□ 
□□□□ HQCIH □□□□ 
□□□a anno □□□□ 


C 1997 Triune M«to Santos. Inc. 
«i noun mwed. 


response 
43 — rickey 

45 Scarce 

47 Astronomer 
Johannes 

46 Slip by 
52 Change 


53 Fabric borders 57 Norway’s capital 

54 Nautical term 58 — moss 

55 Party nosh 59 Family member 

56 Urge portion 62 Govt ora 



HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1997 
By Linda C. Black. Tribune Media Services, Inc 
ARIES: 

(March 21 io April 19) The sun is now in Libra, sign of fee pacifist 
Aries is the sign of the warrior. Libra's always saying. “Wait, we can 
work this out" You might get impatient with tha: kind of person, but 
it's actually good fix you to team to negotiate. It makes you more 
effective. 


TAURUS: 

(April 20 to May 20) As fee sun goes into libra, the work pace inta}- 
stfies. There’s a lot more paperwork. Communicating informaion is 
the skill you're practising- It looks like there is a great deal of money 
la ming into your life, too. This might not be so bad after al 


GEMINI: 

(May 2 1 to June 2 1) Today is about completion. Don’t start any- 
thing new; you can do that later, ft’s best right now that you fin- 
id) up activities you’ve already begun. The sun is going into 
Libra. For you, that’s marvellous, ft means the next 30 days a re 
going to be fun. 


MOON CHILDREN: 

(June 22 to July 21 ) While the sun was in Virgo, you were learning. 
You were very good at memorising detaiLs. Complicated things wot 
going wefl for you. Now it looks like you’re going id get to apply 
some of the skills you’ve just learned. White the sun’s in Libra, fin- 
ish a prefect at home. 


(July 22 to August 21 ) It’s always easier when the sun is in Libra. It 
provides good conditions for learning. It helps you absorb informa- 
tion quickly. It’s also much easier to get the information. People want 
to tell you whatever you want to know. That wiO be especially true 
today. 


VIRGO: 

(August 22 to September 22) Somebody wants you to do something, 
but he or she won't tdl you exactly what it is. This makes you crazy. 
You’re very precise. The other person is definitely sloppy about 
details. Instead of going nuts, beip tins ditz get organised. You’ll be 
grearfy appreciated. ' 


LIBRA: 

(September 23 to October 22) The sun is going into your sign 
today. This is a marvellous occasion. Celebrate fee autumnal 
equinox, but don’t start any new projects yet Finish up old 
ones instead. You know feat person you told you’d “do lunch” 
with? WeD, do lunch! 


SCORPIO: 

(October 23 to November 21 ) You've got about 30 days to prepare 
for your big pcojecL Think about what you want to accomplish, how 
you’re going to do it and what it’s going to look like when it’s done. 
Visualise a finished product. That's an important pan of this whole 
process 


SAGITTARIUS: 

(November 22 to December 21) You’ll notice there wiD be more time 
for committee meetings, parties and bang with friends in the next 
few weeks. In the morning, you still have to focus on your work. You 
can’t put it off any longer. Get it bandied and you’ll be out from 
under the pressure. 


CAPRICORN: 

(December 22 to January 20) Be patient and considerate of other 
peoples’ point of view today. You get very involved in what you 
want You'D push to make it happen. Sometimes that's very effective, 
and sometimes it produces fee opposite result During the coining 
phase, you'll team to be a negotiator. 


AQUARIUS: 

(January 21 to February 19) The day starts out slowly, bur by the 
evening it’ll be fabulous. People are in a festive mood. A childlike 
sensibility wiD prevail. You're very good at dunking up ways to be 
outrageous. Do something absolutely unheard of on a Monday 
evening. 


PISCES: 

(February 20 to March 20) During the sun’s transit oFViigo, 
you learned to get along with a person you didn't agree wife 
all the time. That was good. During Libra, take what you 
recently learned and put it to wodc. These skills could make 
you very wealthy. 



"TTie computers and fax lines were 
all down today, so we had to send 
everything by telepathy.” 


*THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mu Arrfrtw 


Unscramble these tow Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
feur ordinary worts. 
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| Jt- review of news from the MraSic press 

Financial institutions Railwav firm cm 


expected to merge soon 

** A MERGER between the Philadelphia 
Investment Bank and the Jordan Financial 
Investments Company ( JFIC) is expected 
soon as initial approval has been reached 
by the board of directors of the two insti- 
tutions. According to JFIC Chairman 
Walid Najjar, the approval of the general 
assemblies is now required. 

The bank has called for an extraordinary 
meeting of the general assembly on Ocl 
3/ 1997 to approve a board recommen- 
dation to increase the bank’s capital 
through the merger. The JFIC, which was 
set up in 1994 and has a JD 10 million cap- 
ital, will be calling its shareholders for an 
extraordinary meeting to obtain the autho- 
risation for die merger. 

The merger is expected to create a bank- 
ing entity with large capital to play a 
greater role in expanding and boosting the 
Jordanian economic growth ( A1 Aswaq ). 


Banks lower interest 
on deposits 

** DUE TO rising liquidity which 
have reached JD49.6 million by mid- 
September. banks have lowered inter- 
est on deposits by between one and 
one-and-a-balf per cent. Noting that 
the balance of mandatory reserves has 
risen by around JD7.2 million to 
JD510.3 million, bankers have attrib- 
uted this growth to a deposit rush but 
they described the situation as "still 
normal.” 

The bankers said the higher liquidity 
resulting from an increased deposit 
activity has weighed on the banks to 
reduce interest which reached as high 
as 10.5 per cent on large amounts. The 
bankers indicated that the Central 
Bank moves quickly to absorb excess 
liquidity by issuing certificates of 
deposit but. still, liquidity continues 
to rise, though not steadily (Al Ra'i). 


Railway firm considered 
for privatisation 

** THE GOVERNMENT is considering 
privatising the Aqaba Railway Corp. to get 
out from under the firm’s $60 million debt, a 
transport ministry official has said. “Privatis- 
ing the corporation will also lead to 
increased revenues and better performance,'’ 
said Yehya Jdetawi, a director at the ministry. 

The corporation was established in 1975. 
Its main task is to oversee the shipping of 
phosphate by trains from the southern towns 
of Hassa, Abyad and Shediya to the port of 
Aqaba for export. 

Phosphate from Shediya currently is 
trucked to a rail station outside the town. 
Now the government plans a new rail spur 
directly to the phosphate plants in Shediya, 
Mr. Jdetawi said. Construction of the 22- 
kilometre spur will be started in April 1998. 

American Express and 
Jordan National Bank sign 
a \ point-of-sale ' agreement 

** AMERICAN EXPRESS has signed an 
agreement with Jordan National Bank which 
will enable American Express cardmembers to 
benefit from the electronic Point-of-Sale ter- 
minals that are being installed at various out- 
lets in Jordan including shops, hotels, and car 
rental companies. The launch of this new ser- 
vice to cardmembers is a further recognition of 
the importance of the Jordanian market to 
American Express. It will ensure speedy and 
efficient handling of card transactions for 
American Express cardmembers as well as for 
hotels and other retail outlets welcoming the 
American Express cards. 

The Point-of-Sale terminals are located at 
the merchant’s payment counter and linke d 
through a telephone line to Jordan National 
Bank’s mainframe computer system. This 
concept and network will ensure speed, sim- 
plicity and security to both cardmembers and 
merchants welcoming the American Express 
cards. 
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Currency 
US Dollar 
DEMark 
GB Starling 
CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
ITUra 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


Currency 
US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
Saudi RiyaJ 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 
Lebanese/1000 
Egyptian 


Cross Rates 
| GBPJ..CHE~ 
I o's207 1.4838 

(L3498 0.8252 j 

2J498 

0.4235 

0.5073 1.1971 

0.4466 1.0539 

0.3578 0.0844 

0.3104 73JB 
0.1041 24.5588 


1.14 
1419.85 

61.14 
20.49 


Prices as at 

■CAD :.mT7 

1-3885 1732.84 

0.7825 97B.52 
JL2369 2791.61 
0.9479 1182J9 
1.1355 14.17 

1247.54 

0.8008 

0.6948 B67.11 

0.2330 33.51 


21/09/97 19:10 

1-9974 5.9574 
1.1280 3.3583 
3.2178 9.5974 
136.79 4.0670 
163.35 4.8719 

I. 4380 4.2890 

II. 52 3.4360 


Last 

reviou! 

18.65 

18.42 

18.34 

19J38 

1B.65 

18.42 

17.80 

17.64 

204.00 

208.00 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


9.9491 

1.0304 

123197 

1.0212 

14401 

1.1072 


Currency ■ 
SA RiyaJ 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


OAT 

3.6400 

KUW 

0.3044 

3.6728 

13P 

1537.00 

“BOP;* 

3.3875 

5.1382 

0.4256 

5.1824 

2168.76 

4.7799 

0S7 

0.0812 

0.98 

409.B1 

0.9032 

9.66 

0.8076 

9.74 

4077.25 

84)861 

- 

0.0836 

1.01 

422^5 

0.9306 

11.96 

- 

12.08 

5048.78 

0.9306 

0.9911 

0.0829 

- 

418.48 

0.9223 

2J3B82 

0.1981 

2.3896 

- 

Z2D40 

1.0745 

0.0899 

14)842 

453.73 

- 


Mid-East Currencies 
, USD< j DEM. :.GB.Px 
0.2666 0.4731 0.1655 

03723 0.4831 0.169 

33848 5.8275 2.0392 
0.3770 4.7021 1.6466 

13035 33768 1.1208 


: CHF: ■ SPY' . 
03906 32.604 
03988 33383 
43123 401.61 
3385 32436 

2.7863 23166 


Metal Prices 


Metal 

Bid 

Offer 

Gold (oz's) 

320.6 

321 

Sliver (oz's) 

4.71 

4.73 

Platinum (oz's) 

430.2 

432 SL 

AL (3 Months) 

0 

O 

CU (3 Months) 

0 

0 

Zinc (3 Months] 

0 

0 

Lead (3 Months! 

0 

0 

NI (3 Months) 

0 

0 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 

Partodl -1- >?- ‘.1.-"; 

CY icy. Month Months Months Months Year ; 
USD 5.50 539 5.68 5.75 5.84 

GBP 7.06 736 7.19 7.19 730 

JPY 0.49 036 0.45 0.45 0M 

DEM 3.16 3.18 332 332 3.62 

FRF 334 333 142 336 3.68 

CHF 1-27 131 1.44 1.62 1.75 

ITT. 632 633 6.13 5.87 5.75 
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Saudi banks seen performing better in ‘97 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia's commercial 
banks recorded higher earn- 
ings in the first half of 1997 
and the strong performance 
will likely continue through 
the year, bankers have said. 

Nine of the Gulf state’s 12 
banks which have published 
first half results reported an 
increase in net profits as 
they benefited from more 
investment in bonds and 
stronger demand for loans 
because of an economic 
upswing. 

“AU the banks that have 
released their balance sheets 
for the first half of this year 
recorded higher profits,” a 
Riyadhrbased banker said. 

“The good performance 
will continue through the 
year as most of them have 
boosted investment in secu- 
rities and offered more 


loans. 

"You can say the general 
climate is helpful given the 
high oil prices, relatively 
high government spending 
and an upsurge in private 
sector activity,” he said. 

The balance sheets of the 
nine banks showed their 
profits suxged by around 16 
per cent to 2.68 billion riyals 
($714 million) in the first 
half of 1997 from 2.30 bil- 
lion riyals ($613 million) in 
the same period of 1996. 

Loans grew by nearly 
seven per cent to 128.9 bil- 
lion riyals ($343 billion) 
from 120.2 billion riyals 
($32 billion). 

Income from investment 
securities jumped to around 
2.S4 billion riyals ($757 
million) from- nearly 2.19 
billion riyals ($584 million) 
in the same period. 


Total assets also increased 
by some 9.6 per cent (to 295 
billion riyals ($78.6 billion) 
from 269.2 billion riyals 
($71.7 billion), maintaining 
Saudi Arabia's position as 
the biggest banking centre 
in the Arab World. 

“Saudi banks and compa- 
nies are extending the good 
performance they have 
recorded over the past few 
years as a result of a busi- 
ness upturn, diversification 
of services and an expansion 
in the private sector’s activi- 
ty in industries and other 
projects,” a Saudi banker 
said. 

The strong performance of 
Saudi banks and companies 
was reflected in a surge in 
die stock market in the 
world's biggest oil producer 
and exporter. 

The market, where nearly 


80 banks and firms trade 
their share, soared to a 
record high last week while 
their market capitalisation 
peaked ai around 181.6 bil- 
lion riyals ($48.4 billion) at 
the end of the first half of 
1997. 

Saudi stockbrokers attrib- 
uted such an expansion to a 
better corporate perfor- 
mance caused by real eco- 
nomic growth and an 
improvement in Saudi Ara- 
bia’s financial position as a 
result of strong oil prices. 

Despite a steady expan- 
sion in the private sector 
over the past few years, gov-- 
eminent spending in. Saudi _ 
Arabia and other Gulf states 
remained the wheel of eco- 
nomic activity as the stale 
still dominates key sectors, 
including oil. 

Buoyed by high oil prices. 


Microsoft to help Egypt fight software piracy 


CAIRO (AFP) — U.S. 
software giant Microsoft 
has announced plans to 
locally produce its wares 
in return for a pledge by 
the Egyptian government 
to combat widespread 
software piracy and 
enforce copyright laws. 

Trade Minister Ahmad 
Goweili told a press con- 
ference that the govern- 
ment was launching a 
nationwide campaign to 
enforce copyright laws 
and prevent piracy. 

“The police will start 
today to enforce the Jaw," 
Mr. Goweili said, adding 
that the government will 
also launch a public 
awareness campaign to 
warn software pirates that 
they can be arrested, fined 
and prosecuted. 

Microsoft acting general 


manager for Egypt, Ehab 
Mustafa, said in return the 
U.S. company would offer 
a string of incentives to 
help the government 
including ‘‘local produc- 
tion of Microsoft products 
at specially reduced 
prices." 

“We will also set up 
training centres in Egypt 
authorised to buy only one 
copy of Microsoft soft- 
ware and implement it on 
20 personal computers, 
which means a 95 per cent 
discount of the total cost," 
Mr. Mustafa told AFP. 

Microsoft will work 
hand in hand with the 
government “to consoli- 
date all die software they 
need at reduced prices'’ as 
well as help software 
companies in Egypt pro- 
duce applications which 


can be used locally and 
across the Middle East as 
well as other parts of the 
world, Mr. Mustafa said. 

Mr. Mustafa stressed 
that this cooperation 
between Microsoft and 
the Egyptian government 
was bound to encourage 
more foreign investors to 
channel funds into Egypt, 
which launched a privati- 
sation programme in 
1991. 

“It will also encourage 
local production and 
encourage other software 
companies to follow suit 
as well as increase nation- 
al income for Egypt," Mr. 
Mustafa said. 

The announcement fol- 
lows a government deci- 
sion last month to reduce 
customs tariffs on some 
imported goods as part of 


it economic liberalisation 
programme. 

Under the decision, tar- 
iffs on computer and soft- 
ware products were 
slashed from 30 per cent 
to five per cent. 

Representatives from 
the Business Software 
Alliance (BSA) had com- 
plained that software pira- 
cy in Egypt was one of the 
highest in the world, dur- 
ing a conference in Cairo 
in October. 

“According to official 
statistics, software piracy 
represents 80 to 85 per 
cent of the total Egyptian 
market while an indepen- 
dent study puts it at over 
90 per cent.” the vice- 
president of BSA's Euro- 
pean operations, Martin 
Smith, said. 
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Saudi Arabia spent nearly 
$ 12 billion above its project- 
ed level in 1996 and again 
forecast expenditure at as 
high as $48_2 billion in 
1997. 

Such spending coupled 
with high oil prices boosted 
the economy by S.7 per cent 
in 1996 and high growth is 
predicted for this year. 

“The banking sector will 
be among the sectors that 
will record good growth 
rates this year. Apart from 
the profits, you will see an 
overall growth in banking 
services, deposits, total 
assets and other compo- 
nents,” a banker said. 

The banks which have not 
issued first half results are 
United Saudi Commercial 
R ank, Saudi-Cairo Bank 
ind Riyadh Bank. 

Saudi 

power firm 
signs 
$500m 
bank loan 

KHOBAR, Saudi Arabia (R) 

— A Saudi Arabian electrici- 
ty firm has signed a $500 
million syndicated loan with 
local and inte rnational banks 
to partly finance a major $1.1 
billion power project in the 
kingdom’s Eastern Province. 

Bankers at the signing cere- 
mony said the lfr-year loan 
that the Saudi Consolidated 
Electric Company - East 
(SCECO-East) signed with 
25 banks would be at 90 basis 
points over LIBOR. 

“This $500 million term 
loan facility represents the 
first international borrowing 
by a Saudi public utility com- 
pany and we are confident it 
will not be the last,” said Gulf 
International Bank (GIB) 
General Manager Abdullah 
AI Quwais. 

The Saudi government has 
large majority stakes in the 
country’s four major electric- 
ity companies. The sector is 
heavily subsidised and in 
recent years has run into 
financial difficulties after die 
government put a squeeze on 
spending amid heavy Gulf 
war debt and low oil prices 
until early 1996. 

Bankers have said the loan 
would not cany any govern- 
ment guarantee. Saudi Arabia 

— which in 1995 repaid its 
one and only sovereign loan, 
which was worth $4 Jj billion 

— has considered direct bor- 
rowing on the international 
market as being likely to 
expose the state to unwel- 
come publicity. 

The kingdom’s electricity 
utilities have embarked on 
expansion projects as part of 
an ambitious programme to 
raise the kingdom's power 
capacity to 60,000 megawatts 
over 25 years from the cur- 
rent 19.000 megawatts. 

The SCECO-East loan will 
be used to partly finance the 
building of the Ghazlan 0 
power plant and associated 
projects. SCECO-East will 
finance the rest from its inter- 
nal resources, SCECO offi- 
cials said. 

“The massive project 

! would meet increasing 

demand of the oil and basic 
industries sectors' need and 
' die growth in economic, trade 
and population in the eastern 
province,” one said. 


J ordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** J ordan Marketplace 


i 

jo*- ■■ : *- 


«*+• •- -* ■** 4 ■* ' 

to r*- 

***-’ ’ v 




Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
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Mobile:- 079/30007 
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io Sports 


Villeneuve edges Coulthard 
in Austrian GP thriller 


ZELTWEG. Austria (AFP) 
— Jacques Villeneuve of 
Canada won a pulsating 
Austrian Grand Pnx in his 
Willi am s-Renault here on 
Sunday as he edged out 
Scotland's David Coulthard 
in a McLaren. 

It was Villeneuve’s sixth 
win of the season. 

Fcrrari's Michael 

Schumacher still leads the 
drivers' championship after 
coming in sixth to snarch 
the single point which 
keeps him just ahead of the 
Canadian in the champi- 
onship standings with three 
races remaining. 

Villeneuve. who started 
on pole for the eighth time 
this season, led from 
around the half-way mark 
after choosing his moment 
to move past early pace-set- 
ter Jamo Trulli of Italy in a 
Prost. 

The Canadian finally 
came in 2.9 seconds clear to 
gain the 10 points which 
would have seen him go 
level with two-time world 
champion Schumacher had 
the German not just edged 
reigning champion Damon 
Hill of Arrows to take sixth 
spot and score a vital point 
at the end. 

Villeneuve’s triumph 
allowed his Williams team 
to overtake Schumacher’s 
Ferrari team in the con- 
structors* standings. 

Villeneuve’s teammate 
Heinz-Harald Frentzen was 
third for the third race in 
succession, four seconds 
off the pace. 

Schumacher now leads 
Villeneuve by 68 points to 
67, with Frentzen third on 
3 1 and Coulthard fourth 
with 30. 

“It wasn’t easy because of 
an average stan. Somehow 
we didn't get out of the cor- 
ners very well.” said 
Villeneuve afterwards. “It 
was very important to get 
rhe points today." 

Trulli, who started on the 
second row of the grid, was 
fastest out of the blocks 
along with McLaren’s Mika 
Hakkinen. 

But Hakkinen. who start- 
ed second on the grid 



Jacques Villeneuve of Canada (C) celebrates on the podium after winning the 
Austrian Grand Prix September 21. Villeneuve won the race ahead of David 
Coulthard (L) of Great Britain and Heinz-Harald Frentzen of Germany (Reuters 
photo) 


behind Villeneuve but who 
took the lead right from the 
start, quickly saw his hopes 
extinguished as he came to 
a halt with mechanical 
problems in front of the 
stands at the end of the 
opening lap. 

“There was a failure on 
the engine side. The engine 
just stopped pulling, it just 
stopped. Like they say, this 
is motor racing,” Hakkinen 
shrugged. 

Following the Finn’s 
mishap. Trulli opened up a 
six-second lead after 15 
laps stretching to almost 
nine after 21. 

Villeneuve, fifth in the 
last two races, initially 
established himself in third 
behind Stewart's Rubens 
Barrichello before moving 
through on the inside into 
second on lap 22 after 
Barrichello left the door 
open. 

Schumacher, meanwhile, 
after starting back on the 
fifth row of the grid, found 
himself unable to join the 
leading pack on the 
redesigned circuit as 
Austria welcomed the 
return of Grand Prix racing 
for the first time in a 
decade. 


There was drama beneath 
the scenic setting beneath 
pine-dad hills as Trulli, 
who had superbly negotiat- 
ed the short, tight circuit 
marked by slow comers, 
eventually was forced to 
concede die lead 

Villeneuve had been clos- 
ing the gap lap after lap as 
he broke the lmin 12sec 
barrier for several laps in a 
row to stand just four sec- 
onds adrift on lap 34. 

Trulli, 100- 1 to win at the 
start of the race and not yet 
assured of a drive next sea- 
son, made his single pit 
stop on lap 36, giving 
Villeneuve the lead and 
dropping back to fifth 
before working his way 
back up to second as the 
leading pack also headed 
for the pits. 

Villeneuve himself did so 
to drop briefly back to 
fourth. 

But the Canadian’s strate- 
gy appeared spot on as 
Schumacher made his own 
stop, giving Coulthard die 
lead. The Scot, who started 
alongside Schumacher in 
the fifth row of the grid, 
then likewise headed for a 
very efficient 8.5 second pit 
stop which dropped him to 


seventh. 

Schumacher, closing all 
the time on the leading pair, 
was then hit with a stop-go 
penalty of 10 seconds for 
ignoring the yellow flag 
and overtaking Frentzen 
hard on die heels of a clash 
between Jean Alesi and 
Eddie Irvine, which ended 
their respective hopes. 

The penalty saw 
Schumacher get dragged 
back into the pack behind 
Hill before his late surge to 
sixth. 

Coulthard had, mean- 
while, been bearing down 
on Trulli all the time, hav- 
ing cut the gap to just one- 
and-a-balf half seconds on 
second place with 16 laps 
left as Villeneuve streaked 
away up front. 

The Scot finally had the 
stroke of luck he needed as 
Trulli’s ’engine blew, trail- 
ing a huge plume of smoke 
after 59 laps. Moments ear- 
lier, on the same lap, 
Trulli's teammate Shinji 
Nakano had also pulled out 
with engine failure. 

The Formula One road- 
show now moves on to 
Nurbuigring for the 
Luxembourg Grand Prix in 
a week’s time. 


Sainz 
wins in 
Indonesia 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Carlos Sainz of Spain in a 
Ford Escort won the Rally 
of Indonesia in North 
Sumatra on Sunday, oust- 
ing teammate Juha 
Kankkunen by 16 seconds 
in the 11th round of the 
world championship: 

Sweden’s Kenneth 
Eriksson in a Subaru 
Impreza was third lmin 
19sec off the pace, while 
Britain’s Richard Bums 
driving a Mitsubishi 
Carisma placed fourth in 
muddy and slippery condi- 
tions. 

The main race loser was 
world title holder To m mi 
Makinen of Finlan d and 
Mitsubishi, who remains 
leader of the current cham- 
pionship. 

The Flying Finn had to 
pull out Saturday andb now 
has just an eight-point lead 
over S ainz . 

Another to suffer the 
same fate Saturday was 
Scotland's Colin McRae, 
who crashed out when his 
Subaru spun into a tree. 

McRae, who had been 
leading after Friday’s 
opening day. lost control of 
car when it hit a patch of 
mud. 

The car smashed into a 
tree, wrecking this front, 
and with it McRae's hopes 
of victory. He remains third 
in the overall standings just 
four points clear of Subaru 
teammate Eriksson. 

The final stage between 
Parapat and Medan 
(3S 1.09km and including 
116.68km in 6 specials) 
saw a fascinating face off 
between Kankkunen and 
Sainz, before last year’s 
winner eventally won 
through. 

“In this rally everything, 
changed for me when we 
brought in new suspen- 
sion," Sainz explained. 
After that my car became 
much easier to drive. You 
have to be patient and 
know when to attack.” 


Mohammad Ali hosts 
star-studded tribute 


to amateur boxing 


LOUISVILLE (AP) — 
The Mohammad AJi trib- 
ute to amateur boxing on 
Saturday drew a cadre of 
famous professional fight- 
ers, including the hon- 
ouree, Evander Holyfield, 
Ken Norton and Jimmy 
Ellis. Missing, however, 
were Mike Tyson, Joe 
Frazier and George 
Foreman. 

A planned “healing cere- 
mony" between Holyfield 
and Tyson set up by Ali 
never materialised because 
Tyson couldn't make it to 
the event because of prob- 
lems with his charter flight 
from the New York metro- 
politan area. * 

One of the highlights of 
the star-studded gala was . 
expected to be the meeting 
between Holyfield and 
Tyson, who last met in 
their June title fight in 
which Tyson was disquali- 
fied and later had his box- 
ing license revoked for 
twice biting Holyfield’s 
ear. 

Promoters of the event 
had announced that 
Frazier and foreman — 
former heavyweight 
champions and two of 


Ali’s most memorable 
foes — also would attend, 
making it the roost impres- 
sive gathering of heavy- 
weights ever. But on 
Friday, organisers said 
there had been a mix-up 
and that neither Foreman 
nor Frazier would be able 
to attend. 

As Ali and Holyfield 
stood together in the ring, 
a spokesman for Tyson 
read a statement from the 
boxen 



As legendary retired boxer Mohammad Ali (L) looks on, former World Heavy Weight 
Champion Evander Holyfield praises Ali and his achievements in front of Ali’s home- 
town crowd during the finale of the inaugural Mohammad Ali Cup tribut at Freedom 
Hall in Louisville (Renters photo) 


“On this wonderful 
evening. I’m very, very 
sorry I could not be with 
you. Problems with our 
charter flight would not 
allow me to be with you 
and Evander tonight 

“As you know. I planned 
for weeks to be in 
Louisville. ... F wanted to 
shake bands with Evander 
Holyfield so that everyone 
could see for themselves 
how badly I feel about 
what happened in our last 
fight in Las Vegas. 

“Don King has asked me 
to announce to you, 
Mohammad, a pledge of 
several hundred thousand 
dollars to the Mohammad 


Ali Cup youth charities in 
your name.” 

After the statement 
Holyfield pledged his sup- 
port to Ali and his efforts 
with amateur boxing and 
left the ring without com- 
menting on the absence of 
Tyson. 


“Mike was very disap- 
pointed not to be here," 
said Skip Morse, the pro- 
ject director for the Ali 
Cup. “When you think 
about it he had die most to 
lose” 

Lonnie Ali. the former 
champion's wife, was sup- 
portive of Tyson. 

“Of course it's disap- 
pointing but I firmly 


believe Michael has 
tremendous respect for 
Mohammad" she said. “I 
don’t think he’d do any- 
thing intentional to hurt 
Mohammad or this event’’ 

The event was planned 
as the finale of the week- 
long Mohammad Ali Cup 
international boxing tour- 
nament Both the tourna- 
ment and tribute will ben- 
efit Louisville’s planned 
Muhammad Ali Museum 
and Educatioa Centre as 
well as the youth pro- 
grams of USA Boxing Inc. 

The tribute also included 
a mini-concert by Natalie 
Cole and appearances by 
actor James Earl Jones and 
comedian Jeff Foxwoithy. 


Jones contributed his 
familiar baritone to deliver 
a poetic tribute to amateur 
boxing written by Ali. 

Holyfield. Norton, Ellis 
and AJi all made their way 
into the ring and traded a 
few light-hearted jabs with 
Foxwoithy, Kentucky bas- 
ketball coach Tbbby Smith 
and Louisville basketball 
coach Denny Crum among 
others. 
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The in-ring experience 
also was available to those 
who had the bucks to 
match their bravery. The 
cost to climb in the ring 
with one of tjie sport’s 
greats started with a dona- 
tion of $50,000. 


Women’s Basketball C hampionship 

Orthodoxi eager to beat 
titleholders tonight 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A1 Orthodoxi will be looking 
to score a win that will send a clear mes- 
sage about their serious intentions of get- 
ting back the women’s basketball title 
which they last won in 1994 when they 
host titleholders A1 Jazireh in the third 
match of the championship Monday. 

A1 Orthodoxi, who had finished third for 
the past two seasons, had won the opening 
match 67-50 over runner-up A1 Ahli. 

In a clear indication that A1 Jazireh were 
not in shape to retain die crown, A1 Ahli 
were able to score a 69-45 win in the com- 
petition’s second match Saturday evening. 

Results of both matches show that A1 
Orthodoxi have the clear upper hand to 
win again and consolidate their lead in the 
three-team event 

However, the result of a basketball 
match are never certain until the last 
minute, and A1 Jazireh’s players are not to 
be underestimated if the new younger 
lineup shows improvement from one 
match to the other. 

Adding to the fact that the absence of 
many players has taken its toll, the team 
has evidently not prepared seriously for 
the competition resigning to the fact that 
they cannot win the title this year. 

TTie three competing teams are mostly 
made up of national team players who 
took pan in the Pan- Arab Games in July 
in addition to the younger players on the 
teams. 

A1 Jazireh are missing most of their 
original lineup for a host of personal rea- 
sons. 

The team is led by Rana Husseini and 
includes Hala Ghattas. Rania Dajani and 
Indeirah Qaseisieb. Missing from the line- 


up because of injury are playmaker Hala 
Mubeisen and Tala A1 Mauge in addition 
to Tamara Khadra. Jumana Salti. who 
joined the national team in summer, is 
now back to her university studies in the 
United States. .- J( 

A1 Orthodoxi might seem to have th e 
most coherent and prepared lineup this 
year after having played as juniors for the 
past three seasons and gaining experience 
from their national mam matches. The 
players also had training matches in Syria 
recently. 

The team includes Hind Ghouri, Zina 
Farah, Luma Abu Judum. Hala Khalaf and 
Lubna Masri. 

A1 Ahli have been training under new 
coach Raffi Cholukyan after a makeover 
in the clubs basketball management and 
die handing of the reigns to new officials 
hoping to bring back the club’s glorious 
basketball achievements. 

The team includes Sirsa Nagahway, 
Sirsa Abaza. Ruwa Hijazi Zein Shasha’ 
and Tetyana Qardan. 

Once again, only three teams are taking 
part in the annual event which has contin- 
ued uninterrupted since 1989 when A1 
Orthodoxi, A1 Ahli and Homenetmen 
brought back competition to the halted 
women's basketball scene. 

A1 Orthodoxi had the upper hand for 
three seasons. 

A1 Jazireh joined the competition in 
1991, took third place from Homentmen 
in 1992 and clinched the trophy the fol- 
lowing year. 

Abu Nusair joined the competition for 
two seasons as A1 Orthodoxi regained the 
crown in 1994. 

AI Jazireh came back to win the title in 
the past two seasons with A I Ahli finish- 
ing second and Al Orthodoxi third. 


Hearts lifted by 
Robertson strike 


GLASGOW (AFP) — Hearts had veteran striker John 
Robertson to tbank’as they -went top-of the Scottish Premier 
division for the first time in five years after beating Dundee 
United *2-1 on Saturday. 

The club’s record goalscorer struck the winner after an 
hour to earn all three points for Jim Jefferies’ side and 
launch them to the league summit above Edinburgh rivals 
Hibs, who were held to a 1-1 draw at Motherwell. 

Hearts stay at the top may be a short one, however, as 
reigning champions Rangers who lie third after beating Sl 
J ohnstone 2-0, are three points behind with two games in 
hand. 

Hearts dominated straggling United throughout with 
some sparkling, attacking football but it was left to 
Roberston to ensure they had a victory to show for their 
superiority. 

Winger Neil McCann set up the goal with some inventive 
link play on the right and his pinpoint cross Was glanced 
into the net by the unmarked Robertson from the six-yard 
line. 

Hearts manager Jim Jefferies saluted his players, but 
refused to get carried away by their early season promise. 

<c We dominated the game until the last 15 minutes and 
deserved to win,” said Jeffries. 

“It's nice to be top of the league but we know there is a 
long way to go. I’m just pleased we’re playing some good 
football." 

Marco Negri continued his remarkable scoring rate since 
his £3.75 million (about $5.75 million) summer signing 
from Perugia in Rangers' 2-0 win. 

The Italian striker was left on toe bench in the 2-1 UEFA 
Cup defeat to Strasbourg in midweek, but he made his 
point to Rangers boss Walter Smith with both goals on 
Saturday to take his season's tally to 13. 

Smith was annoyed that his side did not have more goals 
to show for their domination, saying: “We could have had 
more than two goals as we created a number of chances. 

“Saints are struggling at toe moment and it's difficult for 
them. We dominated midfield completely." 

Swede Henrik Larsson was Celtic’s hero, grabbing two 
goals as toe Glasgow giants swept to an impressive 2-0 win 
over Aberdeen at Parkhead. 

Wim Jansen’s side, showing toe same impressive form of 
Tuesday’s 2-2 UEFA Cup draw against Liverpool, domi- 
nated toe match with toe deadlocked Larsson a dominant 
figure throughout 

In toe day’s other Premier division match, Motherwell 
striker Tommy Coyne hit a glorious goal 10 minutes from 
time to snatch a dramatic equaliser against high-flying 
Hibs in a thrilling 1-1 draw at Fir Park. 

Hibs dominated the second half, with Tony Rougier scor- 
ing the opener seconds after toe break before Coyne pow- 
ered home an unstoppable header to grab a valuable point 


Paris 

draw, join 
Metz at 
the top 


PARIS (AFP) — Paris St 
Germain drew 1-1 away to 
Le Havre on Saturday night 
and overtook Metz to go to 
the top of toe French first 
division standings. 

Florian Maurice shot toe 
Paris club into toe lead in 
toe 22nd minute but Yann 
Soloy equalised before 

halftim e. 

Metz has 19 points from 
seven games while Paris 
has toe same total but has 
played one game more. The 
Parisians lead by virtue of 
their better goal difference. 

Paris defender Alain 
Roche was sent off with 13 
minutes left for allegedly 
headbutting former team- 
mate Cyrille Pouget, but 
toe visitors held on. 

Marseille stayed in touch 
with toe leaders with a 2-0 
home win against 
Chateauroux, who have 
struggled to come to terms 
with life after promotion. 
Arthur Moses and Eric Roy 
got toe goals. 

Lens won 2-0 at home to 
Toulouse to end a ran of 
three draws, getting goals 
from V laimir Smicer and 
Wagneau Eloi. 

UEFA Cup contenders 
Strasbourg and Bordeaux 
drew 0-0. perhaps both 
were tired after their mid- 
week exertions, while 
Guingamp edged Nantes 1- 
0 to stay in touch with the 
leaders. 

Stragglers Cannes and 
Rennes drew 1-1 with ibe 
Riviera club delighted with 
toe point after losing three 
straight at home. 

Auxetre led 1-0 at home 
to Lyon thanks to Yann 
Lachuer, but Lyon hit back 
to win 2-1 with goals fro® 
Patrice Carteron 
Joseph-Desire Job. 
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Veil Kilmer & 

A lyssa Milano & 


Elizabeth Shue.An 

William Petersen..in 
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Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
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8:30, 10:30 

L 


\ 
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Tom Cruise ... in 


GERRY MAGUIRE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 
8:30, 10:45 
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CINEMA 


TEL: 079 J3430 
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Sandra Bullock & 
Samuel L Jackson... in 
A TIME TO KILL 
(12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:30) 

CONCORD 

BATMAN & ROBIN 








Shows: 3:30, 5:45 only 
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GALLERIA 1 




ABDOUN 

John Travolta & 
Nicolas Cage ... in 

Face Off 


Shows: 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:45 
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ABDOUN 

Julia Roberts ...in 


MY BEST FRIEND’S 
WEDDING 

Shows; 3:30, 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 
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f( Hufon 7mm Theatre 
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Watch out for toe new play 


THE GOVERNMENT 1 


IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes 
and Amal Dabbas v, 
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Davis Cup 

Australia, Romania take 
doubles; India lead 


PARIS (AFP) — Todd 
Woodbridge and Mark 
Woodforde kept alive Aus- 
tralia’s Davis Cup hopes in 
the semi-final against the 
United States in Washing- 
ton on Saturday when they 
defeated Pete Sampras and 
Todd Martin in the doubles. 

But they needed to dig 
deep into their experience 
when the Americans, 
already 2-0 clear in the tie 
after winning both of Fri- 
day’s singles, made a bright 
start by taking the first set 
and then coming wi thin one 
point of pocketing the sec- 
ond. 

They were eventually out- 
gunned 3-6, 7-6 (7/5). 6-2. 
6-4. 

'This was one of our most 
important matches Wood- 
bridge admitted alter the 
win which kept interest in 
the tie alive for the reverse 
singles. 

The turning point came in 
the second set when the 
Americans, up 5-4, failed to 
convert a break on set point 
Woodforde slammed an ace 
to end the threat and the 
Aussies then won the tie- 
breaker. 

The Australians now need 
to win both of Sunday's 
singles, when big-serving 
Mark Philippoussis takes 
on Michael Chang and U.S. 
Open champion Patrick 
Rafter faces Sampras, if 
they are to reach their 44th 
Final. And if they succeed 
they will be rewriting the 
record books. 

The only time they have 
ever managed to come back 
after trailing 0-2 in the 
competition was in the 
J 939 final when they rallied 
ro beat the United States. 

The form book suggests 
that only a miracle can save 
the visitors. For Chang has 
beaten Philippoussis in all 
three matches they have 
played and Sampras has 
defeated Rafter in their last 
five meetings. 

Australian captain John 
Newcombe put a brave face 
on things, however, and 
said he had by no means 
given up hope. 

“We’re going to fight and 
daw and do anything we 
need to get back into the 
tie,” he said. 

American captain Tom 
Gullikson defended his 
decision to play Sampras, 
instead of former world 
number-one Jim Courier, 
alongside Martin. 

“Jim has made a great 


land veteran John Barnes 
silenced the West Ham boo- 
boys with a stunning win- 
ner as Newcastle finished 
off a superb week with a 1- 
0 English Premiership vic- 
tory on Saturday. 

The former Liverpool ace 
was subjected to a barrage 
of abuse from the Hammers 
fans after snubbing the east 
London dub to join New- 
castle last month. 

But after Newcastle had 
somehow kept out the ram- 
pant home side in the first 
half, 33-year-old Bames 
finished off a counter attack 
with a stunning 20-yard 
left-footer into the top cor- 
ner. 

“Whenever you score you 
first goal for your new dub 
it's special and this one cer- 
tainly was,’’ he said. 

Barnes' wonderful strike 
secured Newcastle’s third 
win from four league our- 
ings this season and capped 
a stunning week for the 
Magpies who had beaten 
Barcelona in the Champi- 
ons League on Wednesday. 

Elsewhere Gary Pallisier 
was sent off for the first 
lime in his career during 
Manchester United’s 0-0 
draw against local rivals 
Bolton. " 

But United boss .Alex Fer- 
guson believes TV evi- 
dence could save the Eng- 
land defender from a three- 
match ban after he and 
Bolton striker Nathan 
Blake were shown the red 


contribution to our success 
this year,” admitted Gullik- 
son, “but I just felt Pete and 
Todd were the best team for 
the job iT 

“We're still up 2-1. They 
still have to win two match- 
es and we still have the top 
two players in the world out 
there. I feel good about our 
chances." 

In the other semi-final in 
Norrkoping, Sweden, last 
year’s runners-up, took a 2- 
1 lead over Italy when 
Jonas Bjorkman teamed up 
with Nicklas Kulti domi- 
nate the doubles. 

After ten sets of nail-bit- 
ing tennis on Friday when 
both of the opening singles 
went the distance, the 
Swedes were in a hurry and 
they tore apart Diego Nar- 
giso and Omar Camporese 
6 - 1 , 6 - 1 , 6 - 2 . 

Bjorkman and Kulti, 
finalists at the U.S. Open, 
set the pattern by getting off 
to a flying start — serving 
14 aces in a one-sided first 
seL 

They never looked back. 

France, champions in 
1996 but staring at elimina- 
tion from the elite world 
group in their play-off 
against Belgium this week- 
end, managed to pull back a 
point when Guillaume 
Raoux and Fabrice Santoro 
beat Libor Pimek and Filip 
Dewulf, 5-7, 7-5, 7-5, 6-1 
in the doubles. 

On Friday the French lost 
both of the singles — Filip 
Dewulf outplaying Santoro 
6-1, 6-3, 6-3 and Johan Van 
Herck (Bel) getting a bonus 
point for the home team 
when Cedric Pioline was 
forced to retire in the 
fourth set with a back 
injury. 

In other World Group 
qualifying ties, Germany, 
Brazil and Switzerland till 
made sure of staying in the 
top flight next year by tak- 
ing unbeatable 3-0 leads 
after winning the doubles. 

Marc-Kevin Goellner and 
Jens Knippschild clinched 
Germany's win over Mexi- 
co in Essen by beating 
Oscar Ortiz and David 
Roditi 7-6 (7/4), 7-6 (7/4). 
4-6, 6-3 while French Open 
champion Gustavo Kuerten 
partnered Jaime Oncins in 
front of the partisan Brazil- 
ian supporters in Flori- 
anapolis to race to a ruth- 
less 6-0, 6-2, 6-0 victory 
over New Zealanders Brett 
Steven and Alistair Hunt. 

In Locarno, Switzerland’s 


card after a clash in the 
35th minute of a bruising 
encounter. 

The result stretched Unit- 
ed’s unbeaten run this sea- 
son to eight matches and 
keeps them top of the Pre- 
miership on 17 points, three 
clear of both Blackburn 
who drew 0-0 at Tottenham, 


Marc Rosser teamed up 
with Lorenzo Manta to 
snatch a 7-6 (7/5), 7-6 (7-6 
(7/5), 6-4 win over plucky 
South Koreans Yoon Yong- 
II and Kim Dong-Hyung. 

The Black brothers, 
Byron and Wayne, gave 
Zimbabwe a 2-1 lead over 
Austria in Harare when 
they beat Gerald Mandl and 
George Blumauer 7-5, 6-4, 
6-3. The result left Thomas 
Muster and his team-mates 
no margin for error in the 
reverse singles on Sunday. 

Russia, leading 2-0 after 
Friday’s singles in Moscow, 
slumped to a suprise defeat 
in the doubles — Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov and Andrei 
Olhovskiy going down in 
straight-sets to Romanians 
Andrei Pavel and Gabriel 
Trifai. 

India put the pressure on 
visiting Chile when they 
went 2-1 clear after Lean- 
der Paes and Mahesh Bhu- 
pathy beat Marcelo Rios 
and Nicolas Massu 3-6, 6- 
3, 64, 6-7 (3/7), 6-3 on 
New Delhi's fast grass 
courts. 

Grant Connell, 31 and the 
world's top-ranked doubles 
player four years ago, 
ended his career in front of 
his home fans to a standing 
ovation Saturday by keep- 
ing Canada’s hopes burning 
in their showdown against 
Slovakia in Montreal. 

Canada, who lost both of 
the opening singles, pulled 
back a point when Connell 
joined up with Daniel 
Nestor to defeat Dominik 
Hrbaty and Jan Jroslak 6-2, 
6-3, 6-4. 

In other ties, the Ukraine 
were 2-1 up against Hun- 
gary in Budapest in the 
Euro/African Group One 
play-off, Argentina and 
Colombia had taken 
unbeatable 3-0 leads in 
their American Group play- 
offs against, respectively, 
Venezuela and Uruguay. 

The Philippines trailed 3- 
0 in Tashkent in the 
Asia/Oceania Group One 
play-off against Uzbek- 
istan, and Portugal had 
pulled back a point thanks 
to a doubles victory against 
Norway in Porto in the 
Euro/African Group Two. 

Finland, another team to 
lose both of the opening 
singles, came back to win 
the doubles against Poland 
in Helsinki, and Lebanon 
went 3-0 clear of visiting 
Iran in the Asia/Oceania 
Group Two. 


and high-flying Leicester 
who won 1-0 at Leeds. 

Aston Villa beat Derby 2- 
1 to record their third suc- 
cessive Premiership win but 
manager Brian Little said 
his side are yet to turn the 
corner following the trauma 
of losing their opening four 
games of the season. 


Too many 
foreigners 
for AC 
Milan — 
Berlusconi 

MILAN (AFP) — AC Milan 
president Silvio Berlusconi 
believes there are too many 
foreigners in his team and 
that the club now needs to 
add to its handful of Italians 

However, Berlusconi’s 
dreams of a more Italian 
team were promptly dis- 
missed by his own coach 
Fabio Capello, who said that 
foreigners were the only 
way forward. 

From Sweden to Senegal, 
Milan have spent more on 
non-Italians than any other 
club in the Serie A. Fourteen 
of their 19 outfield players 
are now foreigners — even 
after Liberian striker Zizi 
Roberts' recent move to 
Milan’s feeder club, Monza. 

And it's a situation which 
Berlusconi is beginning to 
regret. 

“It doesn't make me 
happy to see too few Italians 
in the team,” said the former 
prime minis ter. 

“When I took over AC 
Milan (in 1986), I had a pro- 
ject; to build a team with 

man y man y I talians — a 

team which could be trans- 
planted en bloc into the 
national side. 

“But then, you all know 
how things went. The three 
Dutchmen arrived (Ruud 
Gullit, Marco Van Basten, 
Frank Rijkaard) and an 
extraordinary group was 
fanned. one that started, to 
win. 

“And as rime went on, 
there was foreigner after 
foreigner, one more cherry 
on the cake, and then anoth- 
er one. until we ended up 
with few Italians in the 
team.” 

Aside from the goalkeep- 
ers, only three Italians now 
have a first-team place: 
skipper Paolo Maldini and 
Alessandro Costae urta in 
defence and midfielder 
De me trio Albeitini — all of 
whom play for Italy. 

Bul Berlusconi added: T 
think our next moves will be 
on the Italian transfer mar- 
ket. We need to have the 
courage to look for players 
in the lower divisions. Com- 
pliments to Juventus for 
BirindellL” 

Defender Massimo 
Birin delli was playing third 
division football last year 
with Empoli. He joined 
Juventus over the summer 
and last week scored one 
goal and made another in 
their 5-1 win over Feyeno- 
ord on his debut in the 
Champions League. 

But Capello, back in 
charge here after guiding 
Real Madrid to the Spanish 
league title, did not share 
Berlusconi's vision of a 
more Italian, less foreign 
team. 

“I’m used to foreigners,” 
he said. “I used to field 
seven of them at a time at 
Real Madrid. An Italian AC 
Milan? Nowadays, it’s just 
unthinkable. 



JORDAN TIMES TEL: 
684311 - 699634 


FURNIS HED 



3-bedroom apartment in a very good condition. 
Located between 4th & 5th Circles, overlooking 
Wadi Saqra. Reasonable annual rent Telephone, 
TV, video plus many many extras. 

For more details, please call owner at 574286 
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Bames scores winner for Newcastle 


LONDON (AFP) — Eng- 


Seles beats Sanchez to win 
3rd title of year 



Top-seeded American and defending champion Monica Seles reaches oat to return a 
shot on her way to win the Princess Cup tennis tournament in Tokyo September 21. 
Seles beat Spain’s Arantxa Sanchez Vlcario 6-1 3-6 7-6 (7-5) in the final (Reuters 
photo) 



Second-seeded Spaniard Arantxa Sanchez Vicario throws her racket as she questions 
a line decision during the final match against top-seeded American Monica Seles 
(Renters photo) 


TOKYO (AFP) — Former 
World No. 1 Monica Seles 
beat Arantxa Sanchez Vic- 
ario 6-1, 3-6, 7-6 (7/5) here 
Sunday to make the 
Princess Cup her third tide 
of a difficult year. 

The American, who 
ended her 11 -month title 
draught last month with 
back-to-back victories in 
Los Angeles and Toronto, 
admitted it was a .narrow 
victory however. 

“Just a tittle bit of luck on 
key shots ... the same thing 
that brought Arantxa back 
into the match in the second 
set,” Seles said. 

“I lost a couple of key 
points in the second set. 
She immediately went up 
breaks and I broke her 
back, but I could never hold 
my serve at the key time. 
She also starred to make 
less errors.” 

After losing the first set, 
Sanchez started mixed her 
game with effective drop 
shots and looping top spin, 
and charged to the net to 
put pressure on Seles. 

After twice trading 
breaks, Sanchez hit a slic- 
ing approach shot to force 
the American into a fore- 
hand error to score another 
break in the eighth game 
and held for the set to make 
it even. 

Seles recovered her com- 
posure in the decider, fight- 
ing back with hard-hit 
strokes to keep the Spaniard 
on the defensive and even at 
3-3 after deuce was called 
six times. 

Seles, who missed one 
match point in the 10th 
game, took a commanding 
6-3 lead in the tie-breaker 
and held on to finish .the 
123-minute match with a 
drop shot on ber fourth 
match point. 

“When I went up 4-0 in 
the tie-break, I thought 
‘OK, 1 should close out the 
match,’ but then went back 
to 6-5. I wasn’t really sure 
that I would win it She did 
play some great tennis on 
that match point,” said 
Seles. 

Sanchez said only one 
shot in the tie-break decid- 
ed the winner when Seles 
hit an angled forehand 
cross court winner to break 


the Spaniard's serve to 
move up 5-3. 

“Only she can do it in the 
world. I think the key was 
depending on the only one 
shot and probably that one. 
The match could have gone 


either way. but it made a big 
difference,” said the 
Spaniard. 

It was Seles’ 14th win 
over Sanchez with the only 
defeat coming ar tbe Cana- 
dian Open final in 1992. 
Seles scored a two-set win 


in their last meeting in 
Tokyo a year ago. 

For Seles, it was her 
fourth title in the Tokyo 
hard court tournament and 
41st career victory overall. 

Seles took a winner’s 
cheque of $79,000. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


An international company seeks to employ a 
Secretary/Executive Assistant. Potential 
candidates should have the following 
qualifications: 

- Excellent English language, preferably mother 
tongue. 

• Excellent knowledge of MS Office Systems 
(i.e. Word, Excel, etc.) 

• Age over 30 years. 

• Working hours from 09:00 to 17:00. 

We offer good working conditions and good 
remuneration. 

Qualified candidates only should forward their CVs 
with a recent photo and minimum salary 
requirements to: 

Manager, P.O. Box 6386, Amman 11118 


NEW FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Ground floor in Jabal Amman, 5 th Circle. Consists of 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living room, dining room, kitchen, 
salon, central heating, terrace, garden, satellite, 
telephone & fax. 

For more information, please call 
Tel.: 701140 from 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. 



Independent with the large roof of the first 
floor and a beautiful view. Cozy, quiet 
and comfortable. Fully furnished and 
equipped with telephone. Located in the 
best resedentiaJ area. 

If interested please call 671 509 


2 FURNISHED WAR1JIEf®SyFGR RENT 

: IN- ■ r I 


Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, dining room, L- 
shaped sitting room, deluxe furniture, fully equipped 
kitchen, separate central heating, telephone is available. 
Suitable for diplomatic families. 

For more information, please contact 
Tel.: 5510794 


FOR RENT 

A fully newly furnished ground floor apartment of 2 bedrooms, 
completely independent wot lawn and private entrance. Consists of 
2 bathrooms, fully equpped kitchen, separate heating, spacious 
living and dining hall, telephone, TV/SatefSe. 

Location: Urn uthesna, opposite Bulgarian Embassy. 

Telephone: 5519388 




JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
CO., LTD. 

ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION 
TO TENDER N0.42F/97 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. 
42F/97 for the supply of: 

(20,000 Metric tonnes of porous prilled 
ammonium nitrate). 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 
2:00 p.m. local time Thursday 9th October, 
1997. Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non-refundable fee of 
JD200 for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 
hours, local time Thursday 16th October 1997. 

SAMEH MADANI 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 


Instituto 
Cervantes 

CERVANTES INSTITUTE 
NEW COURSES 1997-1998 
(1st TERM) 

• Regular courses (All levels) 

• Intensive courses 

• Special courses 

• Preparation for 

the D.E.L.E. (November, 1997) 

BEGINNING OF REGISTRATION: 21.09.97 
BEGINNING OF COURSES : 29.09.97 i 

CERVANTES INSTITUTE 
Tel.: 610858 - Fax: 624049 
Amman - Jordan 
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Iran flexes muscles with over 53 people 
200,000 troops in war games 

‘Iran has no territorial ambitions, but will defend itself’ SOUth 01 


TEHRAN (R) — More than 

200,000 Iranian troops will 
soon take part in the final 
phase of war games in the 
Gulf, a ground forces com- 
mander said Sunday 

One of the goals of the 
annual exercise is to show 
the world that while Iran 
has no territorial ambitions 
on other countries its forces 
are fully ready to defend the 
Islamic Republic, the offi- 
cial news agency .IRNA 
said. 

“We also want t«> demon- 
strate in practice that the- 
forces of the regional coun- 
tries themselves can safe- . 
guard security in the. 
Persian Gulf in the absence ‘ 
of foreign powers," it quot- 
ed Brigadier General 
Abdulali Pour-Shasb, act- 
ing commander of ground 


forces, as saying. 

Iran has recently made 
overtures to its Arab neigh- 
bours across the Gtilf and 
said they had no need of 
U.S. and other Western 
forces present in the region 
for their security. 

The general said that in 
the final phase of the week- 
long exercise more than 

200.000 ground, air and 
naval forces would push 
back forces of a hypotheti- 
cal enemy from Iranian ter- 
ritory. 

A major part of operations 
would be carried out by 
ground forces and for the 
first time more than 

200.000 servicemen of var- 
ious armoured, infantry, 
artillery, airborne, engi- 
neering and logistics divi- 
sions would be involved. 


The exercises were aimed 
at using the experiences of 
Iran's war with neighbour- 
ing Iraq from 1980-88 and 
passing them on to younger 
forces, the acting comman- 
der said. 

Iran holds military exer- 
cises every September dur- 
ing a “holy week” to mark 
the beginning of its war 
with Iraq. 

Another commander, 
Brigadier General Karim 
Ebadat. said all strategies of 
an actual war were 
deployed in the exercise. 

For the first time,, they: 
would include anti-air 
defence operations, IRNA 
quoted him as saying. Live 
bullets and missiles would 
be used. 

Tehran newspapers 
reported earlier that air- 


borne troops parachuted an 
armoured reconnaissance 
vehicle from a C-130 trans- 
port plane at an altitude of 
6,500 metres during the war 
games. - 

They quoted Iranian mili- 
tary experts as saying the 
drop was unprecedented in 
the Middle East. 

A Revolutionary Guards 
airborne brigade comman- 
der said his brigade para- 
chuted vehicles weighing 
up to 17.000 pounds during 
the war with Iraq but the 
drop of the 21,500 pound 
; Scorpion set a new record. 

'• The Scorpion, made by 
British defence specialist 
Alvis PLC Alv. L, was dri- 
ven by troops immediately 
after Saturday's drop, the 
papers said. 


Saudi Arabia to barter $1.5b in 
South African weapons with oil 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— South Africa is set to 
land the biggest arms deal 
in its history when Saudi 
Arabia's defence minister 
arrives Wednesday to dis- 
cuss an arms for oil 
exchange. 

The $1.5 billion contract 
involves anti-aircraft mis- 
siles and G-6 self-propelled 
artillery systems — regard- 
ed as die “Rolls Royce” of 
its type — according to the 
Sunday Independent news- 
paper. 

It would boost a South 
African aims industry hit by 
cuts in the domestic military 
budget and also allow the 
country to buy Saudi oil, 
reducing its current depen- 
dence on Iran for oil, well- 
informed sources told AFP. 
Since 1994 South Africa has 
reduced the amount of 


Iranian oil it imports from 
90 per cent of the total to 65 
percent. . 

Saudi Minister of Defence 
and Aviation Prince Sultan 
Ben Abdulaziz A1 Saud is to 
visit from September 24 to' 
29. at the invitation of 
President Nelson Mandela, 
whom he is scheduled to 
meet. 

Until now the United 
States has opposed arms 
deals between South Africa 
and Saudi Arabia — which 
it regards as its preserve for 
selling military hardware — 
but no objections have been 
made to this deal, according 
to AFP’s sources. 

Washington has always 
criticised the close ties 
South Africa has with Iran, 
against which it has decreed 
an embargo on the grounds 
of alleged-involvement in 


international terrorism. 

However Saudi Africa's' 
charge d’affaires in 
Pretoria, Soud Zedah, . 
alleged that some countries, . 
which he refused to name, 
had attempted to prevent the 
arms deal. 

“With no hesitation we 
will do business with who- 
ever we want,” he told the 
Sunday Independent “No 
one would dare tell us what 
to do. We understand our 
position and our responsi- 
bilities. We will never com- 
promise on our faith and our 
security. 

“Our security is non- 
negotiable,” Mr. Zedan con- 
tinued. “We have 12 neigh- 
bouring countries and we 
have the right to protect our 
people." • 

Prince Sultan, who is also 
the country's second deputy 


prime minister, told the 
Sunday Independent the 
six-day visit would include 
other negotiations outside 
of the arms deal. 

South Africa and Saudi 
Arabia established diplo- 
matic relations in 1994 and 
the Middle Eastern country 
has become an increasingly 
important trading partner 
for South Africa. 

Last year South African 
exports to Saudi Arabia 
increased by 31 per cent 
over the previous year to 
428 rand ($91 million) 
while imports rose by 24 
per cent to 93 3 million rand 
($198 million!. 

South African Defence 
Minister Joe Modise last 
month criticised South 
African newspapers for 
revealing details of the arms 
deal. 
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Prices of Books 


Old Houses of Jordan JD30 

The Holy Sites of Jordan JD30 

TURAB 

For more information, please call : 

A1 Snnfaulali International Trading Co Ltd 
Tel. : 5536491/92/93. , Fax : 5536503 
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•Also sold at Amman National Book Store 
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south of 
Algiers 

ALGIERS (AFP) — 
Fifty-three residents of a 
village south of Algiers 
were massacred by an 
armed group, the Le Soir 
d’Algerie evening news- 
paper said Sunday. 

The victims, mainly 
women and children, 
lived in the Guelb El 
Kebir village in the 
Medea region near the 
main road linking Bouira 
to Berrouaghia. The 
attackers slit their throats, 
the paper said: 

' The bodies were taken 
to a nearby hospital. 

There was no immedi- 
ate attribution of respon- 
sibility for the killings 
'which took place early 
Saturday and the Le Soir 
d’ Algerie did not say how 
many people took part in 
the attack. 

It is the first large-scale 
attack since 63 people 
were savagely slaugh- 
tered at the beginning of 
September with axes, 
swords aod bullets in a 
suburb of Beni Messous, 
in a very poor neighbour- 
hood known as Sidi 
Youssef. 

Algeria has been hit by 
a wave of bloody mas- 
sacres since an Islamist 
insurrection erupted 
against the military- 
backed government in 
1992 after it cancelled the 
second round of elec- 
tions, 

International Human 
Rights monitors blame 
both Islamist groups and 
the security forces for the 
attacks. 

Western sources esti- 
mate that around 60,000 
people have died in five 
years of violence. 
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London taxis drive kids to Diana’s crash t unn el 


PARIS (AFP) — A fleet of 
London taxis Sunday drove 
in convoy bringing handi- 
capped and ill children to 
pay their last respects to 
Diana. Princess of Wales, at 
the tunnel where she died in 
Paris. 

Some 85 cabbies, the dri- 
vers of the famous black 
taxis, transported about 
iOb children through the 
French capita! "so they 


could lay flowers at the 
entrance to the Pont De 
l'Alma, where Diana died 
in a car crash on Aug. 31 . 

The cabbies blasted their 
car horns as they crossed 
the River Seine to the spot, 
escorted by two ambu- 
lances and British and 
French police. 

Diana was a patron of 
London's Great Ormond 
Street Hospital where all 


the patients are children, 
and regularly visited the 
hospital to meet youngs 
sters. The trip was planned 1 
by a charity which has for 
the past four years sent sick 
children to Eurodisney near 
Paris. 

The taxi drivers’ group 
“The Fellowship of 
Hackney Carriage Drivers? 
and police organised the 
trip. 


Bring the best of Jordan 
into your home. 
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neThousand and One 
Delicious New Items from 
the Four Corners of the World. 
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jAlahlia - Ab 

Superstore 

















